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Tamron Authorized Distributors 



Introducing two new F/1.8 fast-aperture 
fixed focal length lenses with superior 
optical performance and unprecedented 
close-focusing capability integrated with 
VC (Vibration Compensation). 
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TAMRON 



www.tamron.in 



SP 35mm F/1.8 Di VC USD I SP 45mm F/1.8 Di VC USD 

For Canon, Nikon and Sony* mounts 'Sony mount model without vc. 



North Region: 

Innovative Tech Distribution Pvt. Ltd. 
Tel.: +91-9911443999, +91-11-25752398/43082205 
E-mail: intechdelhi@gmail.com 
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Srishti Digilife Pvt. Ltd. 
Tel.: +91-8013698275 
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PB. International 
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E-mail: customercare@pbltd.in 
South Region: 
Andhra Pradesh & Telangana 
Srishti Digilife Pvt. Ltd. 
Tel.: 91-9399973935, +91-40-40170407 
info@srishtidigilife.co.in 
Karnataka 
Srishti Digilife Pvt. Ltd. 
Tel.: +91-9916919897, +91-80-41178864 
E-mail: info@srishtidigilife.co.in 
Kerala 

Fourtek Systems Pvt. Ltd. 
Tel.: +91-9447039709, +91-484-2353221 
E-mail: fourteksystems@gmail.com 

Tamil Nadu 

Vivek Infocom 

Tel.: +91-9840024108, +91-44-28290534/4508 
E-mail: vivekinfocomm@gmail.com 
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Innovative Tech Distribution Pvt. Ltd. 
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E-mail: care.intech@gmail.com 
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Capital Enterprise (P) Ltd. 
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West: 

PB. International 
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E-mail: customercare@pbltd.in 

South: 

Srishti Digilife Pvt. Ltd. 
Tel.: +91-44-24364778 
E-mail: info@srishtidigilife.co.in 



Tamron Service Center 

Gurgaon: 

#801 , 8th Floor, Time Tower, M.G. Road, Sector-28, 
Gurgaon - 122002, Haryana, India 

Tamron Helpline: 

Monday to Friday - 1 0:00 AM - 06:00 PM 
+91-9650061715 
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RECORD 

THE DETAILS OF EVERY DETAIL. 



SHOOT 

THE COLOURS OF EVERY COLOUR 



A7RM2. EXPERIENCE THE WORLD’S FIRST AND 
ONLY 4K RECORDING WITH FULL FRAME SENSOR. 



Experience fantastic details, amazing colours and the best picture quality, when you shoot 
a movie using in-built 4K and the backlit full frame EXMOR CMOS sensor in the Alpha A7RM2, 
This utilises full pixel readout to ensure that every frame is captured with minimal jagged 
edges and no pixel binning. The A7RM2 also comes equipped with 42.4 megapixel, ISO upto 
102400 and 5-axis image stabilisation. It’s all you need to capture great moments and 
incredible pictures, s\[ 



FULL 

FRAME 

SENSOR 



TECHNOLOGY FOR CREATIVITY 



Follow us on: f facebook.com/Sonylndia twitter.com/sony_india 

Join the Alpha Community on alphacommunity.sony.co.in 



For more information, visit http://www.sony.co.in/product/ilce-7rm2 
To locate your nearest Alpha Flagship Store, visit www.sony.co.in /alphastores 



For sales and service queries, call 1800-103-7799 (Toll Free) or e-mail us at sonyindia.care@ap.sony.com. Please write to b2bindia@ap.sony.com for corporate enquiries. 
Registered Office: Sony India Pvt. Ltd., A-31, Mohan Co-operative Industrial Estate, Mathura Road, New Delhi - 110044. Ph: 011-6600 6600. 






High Definition Photo Printing 
Powered by ®Versant™2 1 00 

• Xerox is the first digital printer with an Ultra HD resolution 
for stunning image quality! 

• Ultra HD Resolution — The combination of rendering resolution 
(1 200x1 200 up to 1 0 bit) and imaging resolution (2400 x 2400) 
with expanded half tone screens yields smoother & crisper photos 

• The Versant’s 21 00 image quality excels in areas including flesh 
tones, gradients, solids, fine lines & details, and photo rendering 

• Versant 2100 is IDEAlliance and Fogra certified 




ASK XEROX 

Call: 18001801225 or 39012000 * Email: digital.print.india@xerox.com 

‘Please prefix the local city code when dialling from a mobile number. 

www.xerox.com/india 



xerox Cy 



Copyright © 201 0 Xerox Corporation. All rights reserved. ) 
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Connect with us on facebook 
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A s we enter the festival season, it is 

important to understand the reasons 
for taking up photography as a 
hobby. For professional photographers, it 
is a way of life. For hobbyists, it is a form of 
creativity, a source of thrill and a cause for 
immense satisfaction. Much like fish-keeping, 
photography also has a therapeutic effect. 
Imagine yourself sitting in solitude on the 
shores of a lake admiring the serenity of the landscape. 
Establish an emotional connect and it will be bliss! 
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11 4234 6679 
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WE ARE GLUED TO THE GLOBAL IMAGING INDUSTRY 

Our team is updated with all the benchmarks and road blocks that the field of photography and 
imaging across the globe experiences. This helps us record the changes in the global perspective, 
thus making us the first to predict which products will be a rage in the Indian markets. 

WE’RE IMPARTIAL 

Loyalty towards our readers is a given, and their best interests are always on our mind. Every 
verdict is honest and not influenced by advertisers or personal favorites. So when we say a product 
is a ‘BEST BUY’, then, it is just that! 

OUR TESTS ARE CONDUCTED BY EXPERTS 

All equipment go through a series of tests at the hands of our experts. Our reviewers are experts in 
the field of photography across the country and have many years of experience. That gives us the 
foresight to distinguish between a passing trend and a big change in the field of photography and 
imaging. And finally, our reviews are not extended to just fill up the pages! 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU 

There is no debate on why we are here. Our sole goal is to provide you options and better your 
judgement in product purchase while, sharing tips and tricks to improve your images. Our biggest 
joy is in building a bridge between you and your perfect picture! 
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on behalf of Next Gen Publishing Ltd., Trade World, 2nd Floor: C Wing, Kamala Mills Compound, Senapati 
Bapat Marg, Lower Parel (W), Mumbai 400013. Printed at Kalajyothi Process Pvt Ltd, 1-1-60/5 RTCX Roads, 
Hyderabad - 20: Published at Next Gen Publishing Ltd, Trade World, 2nd Floor, C Wing, Kamala Mills Compound, 
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Your photo queries answered by Uncle Ronnie 
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The masters of the craft share their insights 
and photographs 



63 Book Review 



64 Festival Feature 

Diwali 

66 Photo Feature 

Akko, Israel 



146 The Last Word 
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A platform for budding photographers to 
exhibit their talent and get noticed! 

42 Showcase 

A photographic profile of the person 
behind the lens 

48 If I Were You 

Our expert comments on how your 
pictures can be taken to another level 



QOJust a moment! 

Readers can find the updated Buyer's Guide, log on http://smartphotography.in/news/monthly-special 

Smart Photography thanks the readers who participate in the Picture of the Month contest. We would like to bring to your attention a few changes in the rules for submission. 
From now on, you may send in your images with the longer side measuring atleast 1 7 inches. Please note that the images have to be horizontal. This permits readers to submit 
panoramic shots, which was not possible with the current size of 1 7 x 1 1 inches. 
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YONGNU© 



Enrich your life 

www.hkyongnuo.com 
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* Equipped with multi-channel wireless remote cqnfcroLwhich can 
off-camera adjust (tie luminance and power switch, meanwhile you 
can respectively control 6 groups of luminance and power switch of 
the video tight .allows you operate more ea$iEy. 

■ You can download the APR from the official wehsLte r contro! the LED 
video light through the mobile phone .read the current luminance and 
channel of the LED video lighl.You can also respectively control 8 
groups of luminance and power switch of the video lighL.allows you 
control the LED video tight as needed. 

■ Adopts the Yongnuo proprietary LED driving technology, definitely 
not appear the corrugated .stroboscopic and other negative 
phenomena when shooting. 

* Adopts the encoder digital dimming which can he separately 
adjusted lo rough dimming and fine dimming modes. 

■ Adopts LED digital display screen, the power output will be more 
intuition. 

* Supports external DC power input.which convenient for your long 
shootmg(Ehe power adapter is optional). 

* There are two color temperature of for your option. 



New upgrade 



YN300 III 

LED Video Light 



APP 




YN600LI + 

YONGNUO ADD 

LED Video Light r\rr 

* YONGNUO LED Video Light Wireless Control System 

I. Supports controlling the parameters of this video light with mobile APP; 
separately controls switch, brightness and color temperature of the video 
light of 8 groups simultaneously 

2. Video lights of the same channel supports 2.4G wireless sync 

3. Equipped with 2 AG remote control with stable performance, supports 
controlling from a long distance ora random angle. 

4. Supports YONGNUO" LED video light wireless control system, mutually 
communicate with YN900 video hghl and YN30QHI video light 

' Ultrahigh Color Index 

R A average value greater than 95: close to natural light and perfectly 
restores the color of the subject 

* 600 LED beads with large chip 

«. Supports NP-F series lithium battery (suggested use) 

2. Supports connected to the external DC main for a tong lime service: 
adaptable voltage 1 SV 5A (Do not use laptop AC adapter) 

* Forced Air Cooling System 

* Adopts proprietary LED driving technology which specially developed for 
supplementary lighting to effectively avoid corrugation, stroboscopic flash 
and dithering 

* Two color temperature for selection: 55OOKft2Q0K~55OOK 
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Great pictures 
deserve great 
printing. 




Ideal printer for photo 



labs & photographers, 



pS-WMs 






Ricoh 
Production 
Printing 



Ricoh presents two production printers that are made just for printing 
photographs. Our Pro C7100 and Pro C5100 series ensure that prints taken on 
these machines translate the photographer's vision on paper, with precision and 
perfection. Rich colours, fine detail, high resolution, great contrasts - your images 
are sure to impress even the most demanding user. 

• Ricoh is a global leader with worldwide sales of US $ 18.5 billion (approx.) 

• Business development assistance and on-site service support 

• Highest repeat buying rate in the industry 

• Nationwide service network 












Mm 



NEW' 



Pro C7100X/Pro C7110X 

80/90 ppm 

5-station printer with white & clear gloss toner 
(the only printer in its class to offer this feature) 

Awarded 'Best Production Cut-sheet Printer' 
by EDP (European Digital Press) Association 



i i 








Pro C5100S/C5110S ® 

65/80 ppm | 

Professional quality resolution & colour, 8 

high speed & versatile functionality 2 



p JINDAL PHOTO 

BUSINESS PARTNER - JINDAL PHOTO: 

North: Taposh Deb +91 98103 92977 
West: Subhash Trivedi +91 99997 33619 
East: Ashok Mondal +91 98494 66628 
South: Gopal Krishna Patra +91 99458 20111 



RICOH 

imagine, change. 

FOR ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Anil Gourkhede (+91 99676 06986, anil.gourkhede@ricoh.co.in) 
Priya Dwivedi (+91 96505 14061, priya.dwivedi@ricoh.co.in) 
Ricoh India Limited, 2nd Floor, Salcon Aurum Building 
Plot No. 4, District Centre, Jasola, New Delhi-110 025 
Tel: 011-49103000, 49103100, 49103200 Fax: 011-49103099, 49103199 
Email: ril.info@ricoh.co.in SMS: 'RICOH PP' to 53456 www.ricoh.co.in 
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E-mail: sp@nextgenpublishing. net 
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Gratitude 



Dear Editor, 

My name is Dr. Prakash Lalpotu. I was a lecturer 
in Zoology. I am quite fond of travelling and 
photography. I began my photography journey in 
1970 with basic point and shoot cameras from 
companies like Yashika and Pentax. After a significant 
period of time, I shifted to Nikon D40 using its 
55-200mm telephoto lens. Currently, I am using 
Nikon D3100. Recently, I had to purchase Tamron 
70-300mm lens instead of Nikon 70-300mm lens 
due to budget constraints though I am quite satisfied 
with the results. The reason why I have been able 
to improve my technique is this magazine. Since the 
time I have subscribed, I have only learnt and learnt. 
Articles in the wildlife special issue like 'The Winged 
Beauties', 'In awe of Nature', 'A bird guide at Bhigwan' 
and 'Wildscape Marvels' have been informative 
for photographers like me, who are pursuing bird 
photography. Thank you Smart Photography and 
Uncle Ronnie for guiding me with your suggestions. 

I am hoping that one day even I will get published in 
this magazine. 

Regards, 

Dr. Prakash 




Appreciation 

Respected Editor, 

I have been a subscriber of Smart Photography for over 10 years now. The 'If I Were You' section 
has really helped me up my photography game. I have learnt so much about post-processing just 
through this column. I am so glad that my photography knowledge has improved, thanks to Uncle 
Ronnie's wise words of photography wisdom and nitty-gritties. Keep up the good work. 

Yours Respectfully, 

R. Par el 
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CANON 
PHOTOMAR flTHON 



INDIA 
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Canon 



Delighting You Always 



2015 




INDIA'S 
BIGGEST LIVE 
PHOTO-CONTEST 

IS HERE! 




BEST CLICK WINS A 

TRIP TO JAPAN 



TO ATTEND PHOTOCLINIC WORTH $5000 




Hurry! ReciSTRanons will cLose soon.. 



CiTies 


Venues 


*> 

DaTes 


DeLHi 


JawaHaRLaL NeHRU Irdoor Sraoium, 
Lodhi RoaD, DeLHi 


26 Sep. 2015 


BenGamnu 


Good SHePHeRD auoiTORium, 
Museum Roao, BencamRU 


10 Oct. 2015 


MumBai 


RanGSHaRoa auoiTORium, 
BanoRa, Mumeai 


31 Oct. 2015 



OTHen excmnG PRizes 
incLUDinG 
Canon camenas 
to ee won 



ReGiSTeR Hene: www.PHOTomaRaTHon.canon-asia.com/moia 
ReGiSTRanon Fee: ? 500/- 

For any ouemes maiL us: cusTomeRsuppoRT@canon.co.in 

• CasH or CaRD ReGiSTRanon avanaBLe aT seiecT 
CANON IMAGE SQUARE ouneTS 
• InsisT on your invoice upon paYmenT 
• pLease ensune to fill up THe onune ReGiSTRanon 
FORm aT THe outlct 



To GeT THe LaTesT uPDaTes anD inFonmaTion aaouT THe PHOTomaRaTHon PLease follow CANON InDia paGe on f i (jg 
ReGiSTeR on HTTP://eDGe.canon.co.in/ to Become a memeeR of canon photo communiTY anD FinD inFORmanon on vamous workshops & photo tours. # 



LIST OF CIS STORES WITH CASH / CARD REGISTRATION FACILITY: 

MumBai: Shop No. F-35, R City MaLL, LBS RoaD, Aitirut Nacar GHaTKOPaR (W); UniT No. F35, 1st Floor, InoRBiT Maia», Lini< Roar MaLaD (W); Shop No. 5, Ravji PRerrm Apt, Opp Sony MonY Ncmt to TiTan, 
S.V Roao BoRivau (W); Shop No 5, PaRasnaTH Buildirg, Ram MaRUTi Roao, Naupaoa, THane (W); Viviana Man, Shop No. SF-33, 2nD Floor, Vouas Compouno, Nomt to Jupitcr HospuaL, THane (W); Shop 9B, 
Rizwi MaHaL, WaTeRFieLD RoaD, BanoRa; Shop No-8, KinGSTon ToweR, NeaR Domino's Pizza, Opp-Old Viva CoLLeGe, Vman (W); Shop No. 23, Grourd Floor, Heena Panna Shoppirg MaLL, Picassco 
CommeRCiaL ConriPLex, A.S. Mane, Powai Shop No-07,VisHaL Shoppirg Cenme, AnoHeRi (E); Shop No. 10, BneacH CaRDY, KmsHRaBao Buildirg, 43 BHULaBHai Desai Roao; Navi MumBai: Urit No. F 20, 1st 
Floor, InoRBiT MaLL, SecTOR No. 30-A, VasHi; BanGaLone: 61/63, 8th (B) Main RoaD, 27th Cross, 4th Block, JaYanaGaR; UniT S-42, 2nD Floor, Manmi MaLL, Manmi SouaRe, # 1 SampiGe Roao, 
MaLLeswanam No. 7, CHM RoaD, InDiRa NacaR; Gl, B Block, BniGaDe Majesnc, Kauoasa Main RoaD, GanoHinaGaR; 143/B, 60ft Roao, 5th Block, KonamanGaLa; No. 1/1, 1st Mam RoaD, ReHmaT NaGaR, RT 
NaGaR Main Roao, RT NaGaR; UniT No. 103, 1st Floor, "PResTiGe Davanam Empomum", MG Roao; No. 6, HoTeL Spice GaRoen Compouno, SiLveR SpRinG LaYOUT, VaRTHUR Airport Main Roao, ManaTHaHaLu 
DeLHi: N-40, OuTeR Circlb ConnauGHT PLace (Opp. STaTesman House); C-97, LajpaT NaGaR-l (Opp. DeFence CoLonY Flyovcr MamceT); Shop No 214, 2nD Floor, MomenTS MaLL, Kirti NaGaR; Gl, DDA 
BuiLDinG, 20 NeHRU PLace (Nean Panas Cinema); C-404/2, RampaL Chouk, Sec 7, Dwaniia; -10, GnounD Floor, VisHwaoeep ToweR, District CenTeR Janax Puri; FaRiDaBaD: Shop No.17, 1st Floor, Cnown 
InTemoRz MaLL, 21 Km STone, NH 2, DeLHi MarHuna RoaD SecTOR-35; GHaziaBao: SF 3B, 2no Floor, PaciFic MaLL, KausHamBi; Noma: 228, 2nD Floor, THe GReaT Inoia PLace MaLL, SecTOR 38A; GuRGaon: Shop 
No. 26, 2no Floor, MemopoLiTan MaLL; Shop No. 11, GROuno Floor, THe PLaza MaLL, MG Roao; Shop No. UG 009, UppeR GnounD Floor, RaHeja MaLL, SoHna RoaD. # Terms & Conditions apply. 
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HTC announced that it will reduce its 
global workforce by 15% or 2,250 of the 
current 15,000 employees due to the 
weak performance of its smartphones. 

The sales of April- June, 2015 dropped 
by 49% to 33 billion Taiwan dollar, 
approximately 128.7 billion yen. The 
company also expects a sluggish 
performance for the July- September 
quarter. The outflow of engineers 
might also contribute to the company's 
stagnating performance. 

j 

Osaka-based Sharp Electronics 
announced that its net loss widened 
in April- June period as it is getting 
through a restructuring and weak sales 
of display screens and smartphones 
phase. The company posted a 33.98 
billion yen shortfall in the first quarter 
of 2015, which was a lot more than 1.79 
billion yen in the same period last year. 
The company has also chosen to opt 
out of television business in Americas. 
However, its brand name will survive. 
Hisense— a Chinese company— is 
purchasing Sharps factory in Mexico 
for $23.7 million. Sharps name will be 
continued to use as a part of the deal. 

Shutterfly — an online photo sharing 
company — is being sued for allegedly 
retaining sensitive information of 
non-users of its website. Brian Noberg 
filed the lawsuit on June 17,2015 in 
the United States District Court in 
Illionois stating that the company stores 
biometric identifiers from photos of 
individuals on its website. Biometric 
identifiers can contain sensitive 
information such as fingerprints or face 
geometry. It is also mentioned in the 
lawsuit that the company has collected 
and stored millions of face templates 
from individuals through the photos on 
its website. 

J 
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Casio develops new 
projector 



C asio Computer Co. has created 
a new projector, the 'XJ-VT and 
plans to populate it in new markets 
in emerging economies such as the 
Southeast Asian markets. The 
product has been successfully 
marketed in the Middle-Eastern 
and Latin American market. The 
company is estimating an 80% 
year-on-year jump in sales for the 
current fiscal year. 



lower-priced projection lens. Casio was 
successful in reducing the price by 20 
to 40%. The device is expected to sell 
at about 70,000 yen. The original light 




The new model makes use of the 
original light source combining 
LED and blue-laser unit, which was 
created by the company in 2010. The 
first model's performance was not 
favourable due to increased prices. The 
company reduced the number of laser 
units from 24 to 7. It further developed a 




source lasts for nearly 20,000 hours, 
4 times more than halogen lamps, 
which are utlised in most of the 
projectors. The power consumption 
is almost halved in comparison to the 
competitor's products. 



Panasonic launches compact 
camera with 24x zoom lens 




P anasonic Co. presented an all-in- and after pressing the shutter 

one compact digital camera — the button so as to not miss out on some 

Lumix DMC-FZ300 — which can crucial moments, 
shoot 4K stills and movie. The camera 
is mounted with a 1/2.3 inch 12. IMP 
CMOS image sensor, 25-600mm 
equivalent f/2.8 Leica DC Vario-Elmarit 
lens, enhanced EVF and 3.0 inch 
vari-angle touch screen type 
OLED monitor. The camera 
is dust and water proof. 

New features such as 
Wi-Fi and RAW processing 
have been incorporated 
in the body. The 4K still 
has three modes. The 
4K continuous is for 
photographing animals, 
flowers and children 
and 4K pre-burst takes a 
few frames before 
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Canon announces camera lens 
optical element 

anon Inc. stated that it has developed 
a Blue Spectrum Refractive ( BR) 
optical element that will correct 
chromatic aberrations in camera lenses to 
attain superlative image quality. This offering 
from Canon can substantially refract 
blue light, which lies within the short- 
wavelength range. 

The company creates optical elements 
by assessing organic optical materials, 
commencing with the design of molecular 
structures aiming at achieving a chromatic 
aberration correction that suppresses colour 
fringing. The BR optical element placed 
between two glass lens elements will make 
its first appearance in the EF 35mm f/1.4L II 
USM wide-angle fixed-focal-length lens, slated 
for an October 2015 release at a suggested 
list price of 285,000 yen. By enhancing the 
barrel structure, ruggedness and vibration 
shock tolerance have improved. To avoid oil 
and water splash, the front and rear elements 
are coated with flouride. 



Canon 
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Canon introduces 250 million pixels 
prototype D-SLR camera sensor 



Canon Inc. has announced that it has 
created an APS-H size CMOS sensor 
featuring nearly 250 million pixels 
( 19,580x12,600 pixels) — the 
world's highest number of pixels 
for a CMOS sensor smaller than the 
size of a 35mm full-frame sensor. 
When installed in a camera, this 



sensor has the ability to read the 
lettering on a plane flying at a 
distance of nearly 18km from the 
shooting location. This new sensor's 
read-out speed is 1.25 billion 
pixels per second. The sensor 
enables the capture of ultra-high 
pixel count video at a speed of five 



frames per second. The resolution 
achieved by this sensor is about 125 
times that of Full HD ( 1,920x1,080 
pixels) video. The company is 
contemplating to apply this technology 
in fields like specialised surveillance, 
crime prevention tools and other 
industrial equipment. 
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Fujifilm develops instant 
camera; Targets girls 



ujifilm Co. will commence the 
marketing of a new instant 
camera — the Instax Mini 8 Plus. 
Instead of an LCD monitor, this camera is 
equipped with a mirror on the side 
of the lens. The camera, targeting 
young girls, is nearly round and is 
available in different colours like 



strawberry red and melon green. 
The camera is available at a price of 
about 9,000 yen. The company 
is selling instant cameras in nearly 
100 countries and is also expanding 
its unit sales focusing on East Asian 
countries. Fujifilm plans to sell 4.6 
million units. 



Panasonic enters 
home surveillance 
market 

Panasonic has announced that it will 
foray into the home surveillance market 
with a camera and sensor unit that 
will keep a tab on children, elderly and 
pets. The images can be transferred to 
a smartphone. This new camera — the 
Sma@Home System — will be made 
available for purchase on October 15 at 
an expected street price of 27,000 yen 
including a home unit and surveillance 
camera equipped with a microphone 
and speaker. The camera makes use of 
a wireless transmission system known 
as 'DECT'. Panasonic has anticipated 37 
billion yen sales by 2018. 



Prokizai debuts tele- 
flash light booster 

Prokizai has unveiled a new accessory to 
enhance the amount of light on clip-on 
strobes. The company has manufactured 
three models for Canon Speedlite 600EX, 
Nikon Speedlight SB-900/SB-910 and 
FX-N910 at a street price of 3,980 yen 
each inclusive of the consumption tax. 
The booster, which is to be attached to 
the flash-head of the clip-on strobe, 
improves the light amount by 2x to 
3x by using fresnel lens. Prokizai has 
recommended to use the booster with 
lenses of 200-500mm. 



Panasonic stops production of 
Li-ion batteries 



Panasonic Co. stated that 
it will halt the production 
of Li-ion batteries at 
its factory in Beijing as 
of August 2015 cutting 
about 1,300 jobs. That 
particular factory has 
been producing compact 
batteries for digital 
cameras and smartphones. 
Their profitability has 
taken a hit due to severe 
price competition. 

Panasonic runs two 
battery factories in China. 
One is in Sozhu and the 
other is in Muen. The 
company will continue its 
production at those sites. 





Construction of world's largest digital 
camera commences 



U.S Department of Energy's 
SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory 
has been permitted to begin the 
construction of the world's largest 
digital camera for astronomical 
purposes. This camera will have a 
resolution of 3.2 gigapixels. The 
new camera is a part of the 8.4 meter 



(27.5 ft) LSST ( Large Synoptic Survey 
Telescope) now under construction on 
top of the Mt. Cerro Pachn, Chile. 

The three-mirrored camera is the 
size of a small car nearly weighing 
2.7 tonnes. 189 sensors have been 
incorporated with a resolution 



equivalent to 800,000 8MP cameras. 
It also features a filter-changing 
mechanism and shutter for viewing 
various wavelengths from the near- 
ultraviolet to the near-infrared. Using 
such cameras, astronomers can easily 
analyse images and compare them in 
real-time. 
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Tamron recommences 
its SP series lens line 



T amron Co. has stated 
that it will renew its SP 
series interchangeable 
lens line. The first two lenses 
that have been announced 
are the SP 35mm f/1.8 Di VC 
USO and SP 45mm f/1.8 Di 



VC USD for 35mm full-frame 
D-SLR cameras. Both the 
lenses feature their original 
vibration correction at 3 
steps in the 35mm version 
and 3.5 stops for the 45mm 
version. 



The closest shooting 
distance is 0.2m for the 
35mm lens and 0.29m 
for the 45mm lens with a 
magnification ratio of 1:2.5 
and 1:3.4 respectively. 
Mounts for Canon, Nikon and 
Sony have been prepared. 
The former two are available 
for sale at a suggested retail 
price of 90,000 yen each. The 
availability date and price for 
the Sony mount is yet to be 
declared. 




EISA Awards 

The European Imaging and Sound 
Association (EISA) — comprising of nearly 
50 special interest magazines from 22 
European countries — has declared winners 
for 2015-2016: 

Pro D-SLR Lens: Canon EF ll-24mm f/4L USM 
Pro D-SLR: Canon EOS 5Ds/5Ds R 
Prosumer D-SLR: Canon EOS 7D Mark II 
Photo Innovation: DXO One 
Compact System Zoom Lens: 

Fujifilm Fujinon XF 16-55mm f/2.8 R LM WR 
Consumer Mirrorless Camera: Fujifilm X-T10 
Premium Compact Camera: Leica Q 
Smartphone Camera: LG G4 
Consumer D-SLR Camera: Nikon D5500 
Pro Compact System Lens: 

Olympus M.Zuiko DIGITAL ED 40-150mm 
f/2.8 PRO 

Prosumer Compact System Camera: 

Olympus OM-D E-M5 II 

Photo & Video Camera: Panasonic Lumix 

DMC-G7/G70 

D-SLR Telephoto Zoom Lens: Sigma 150- 
600mm f/5-6.3 DG OS HSM | Sports 
D-SLR Lens: Sigma 24mm f/1.4 DG HSM | Art 
Travel Compact Camera: Sony Cyber-Shot 
DSC-HX90/V 

Compact System Lens: Sony FE 90mm f/2.8 
Macro G OSS 

Pro Compact System Camera: Sony A7 II 
D-SLR Zoom Lens: Tamron SP 15-30mm 
f/2.8 Di VC USD 



Canon debuts IJ and Laser printers 
for smartphone users 



Canon Inc. has launched a new inkjet 
printer in the Pixus series, which 
allows users to take printouts of 
data stored on smartphones. The 
multi-functional A4 format IJ printer 
is available in five models — Pixus 
MG7730, MG7730F, MG6930, 

MG5730 and MG3630. An app — 
Canon Print Inkjet — is installed 
on the printers through which 
smartphone images or web pages 
are easily printed. Documents can be 
also copied and scanned without any 
hassles from 
the smartphone. 



Except the MG3630, all the printers are 
a hybrid type using pigment type black 
ink for text printing along with colour 
inks with wider gradations for black 
and magenta. MG7730 utilises 6 hybrid 
dye-type colour inks. The GM7730F, 
also known as the 'Pixus Atelier' has 
been developed for women by a team 
comprising of women. The model 
will be made available in beige 
colour. Approximately, 50,000 units will 
be offered. 

IDC has estimated that the worldwide 
shipments of inkjet printers in 2015 



will be 64.82 million units and 5.21 
million units on domestic market. 
Canon has also released a new A4 
colour laser printer — the MF726Cdw- 
in the Satera Series at a street price 
of 79,800 yen. It comes with functions 
for copier, printer and scanner. It 
is also compatible with NFC, which 
allows printing images by just 
holding the device to the printer. 

An app necessary for this must be 
installed on the smartphones. The 
company plans on selling 16,500 
units on a monthly basis combining 
three models. 
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Business 



Tamron reports higher profits 



T amron Co. declared its profits for 
the first six months of 2015. The 
company has noted an increase 
in its revenue by 7.5% to 35.235 
billion yen. This performance has been 
attributed to the favourable sales of its 
interchangeable lenses. The company's 
net profit surged by 47.1% to 2.678 
billion yen, mostly, due to the acqusition 
of stocks of Koyu Kosan — Tamron's 
founding company. The stocks were sold 
immediately after acquisition in June. 
This transaction raised the stock price. 

Tamron's photography-related 



business witnessed a rise by 15.5% 
to 26.666 billion yen. Favourable sale 
of its ultra-telephoto zoom lens had a 
crucial role to play in this success. The 
profit in operation received a boost by 
32.4% to 3.059 billion yen whereas 
the component lens-related business 
plummeted by 36.1% to 2.249 billion 
yen due to the slow sales of digital 
cameras and video cameras. The profit 
in operation was halved down by 57.2% 
to 111 million yen. 

The industrial equipment business 
gained by 2.6% while the profit in 



operation fell by 31.4% to 752 million 
yen due to fierce price competition of 
surveillance cameras in China. 

The company began a production 
base in Vietnam in July 2014 with 
200 workers. As of August 2015, the 
number has risen to 1,114 workers. 

The first to be manufactured were 
lenses for surveillance cameras besides 
interchangeable lenses for SLR cameras. 
The company has estimated its sales 
to 59.5 billion yen than its earlier 56.9 
billion yen. The profit in operation is 
expected to be 7.2 billion yen than its 
earlier 6.4 billion yen. 



Konica Minolta 
posts reduced net 
profit for Q1 

Konica Minolta Co. announced its financial 
performance for Q1 of fiscal 2015. The 
company has noted a 30% decline in 
its net profit. It has been reduced to 6.5 
billion yen mainly because of increased 
expenditure for restructuring and also 
due to allocation of nearly 2 billion yen 
for early retirement expenses. The sales 
increased by 10% to 248.6 billion yen. 

The profit in operation dropped by 30% 
to 10 billion yen. Digital MF photocopiers 
witnessed a 15% hike in their sales. 



Sony reports 
profit for Q1 

Sony announced its sales for Ql, 
which were 1,808 billion yen — a 0.1% 
year-on-year decline. The profit in 
operation increased by 38.8% to 96.9 
> billion yen. The net profit increased 
jo three fold to 82.4 billion yen from 
o 26.8 billion yen, a year earlier. The 
£ § company has attributed its strong 
1 15 performance to image sensors in the 
E ■§ device and game segment. 
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Demand for CMOS Image 
sensors increases 



Lately, it has been observed that the 
demand for CMOS image sensors has 
risen, particularly those of higher pixel 
counts for digital cameras and high-end 
smartphones. The rear camera is getting 
an image quality of about 13MP in the 
mid to high-end models priced between 
20,000 yen to 50,000 yen. The price for 
image sensors for low-end terminals 
such as 8 MP is falling to an average 
amount of $2 ( currently 241.35 yen) 
per unit, which is 10% to 20% lower 
than a year ago. The higher pixel sensors 
are selling for $3 ( currently 362.02 yen) 
to $4 ( currently 506.84 yen) a unit. 

Techno System Research — a Japanese 
research company — has estimated that 



the global shipments of CMOS sensors 
in 2014 had increased by 18% year-on- 
year to about 3.860 billion units. This is 
expected to increase to 5.3 billion units 
by 2018. Farwei of China began selling 
dual-lens models in June this year. It has 
been expected that Apple will adopt the 
concept of dual-lens for models slated for a 
2016 release. This move might make dual- 
lens cameras mainstream and high-end 
smartphones might begin to incorporate 
it. Sony has further declared that it will 
improve the production of CMOS sensors 
by nearly 30% by September 2016. Not 
only will this demand for CMOS image 
sensor increase for digital cameras and 
smartphones, but also for automobiles 
and surveillance camera use. 



Panasonic announces 

Panasonic Corp. has stated that its net 
profit for Ql of fiscal 2015 escalated 
by 57% to 59.8 billion yen on sales 
of 1,857 billion yen. The profit in 
operation fell by 7% to 76.5 billion 
yen. Performance in automobile and 



57% rise in net profit 

industrial machines was strong 
with a supporting increase by 35% 
hike in profit in operation to 28.5 
billion yen. However, the same cannot 
be said for home appliances due to 
their sluggish sales. 



www.smartphotography.in 




'Under standard test conditions. 






r ou 



s 



first step towards 



EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 



a Digital Dry Photolab. 



Here’s how an 
Epson Dry Photolab 
trumps a Traditional 
Wet Photolab! 




© 



TECHNOLOGY 
It’s up-to-date, not out-dated 



POWER CONSUMPTION 
It’s low, not high 




-1 



WARM-UP TIME 

It’s instant, not time consuming 




SPACE REQUIRED 
ifj It’s less, not huge 



X 



MAINTENANCE 
It’s convenient & low cost, 
not inconvenient & high cost 



PRINTS DIRECTLY FROM PHOTOSHOP! 



It’s here! 



The Mini 6-Colour Digital Dry Photolab 



Epson SureLab 

SL-D700 



And a host of other advantages... 





With Epson Photo Perfection 



Stunning 6-colour ink quality 



360 perfect 4R prints/hour* 



Prints from passport to panorama size of up to 20x99cm (8”x39”) 



Supports glossy, lustre & heavyweight matte paper 



Desktop friendly at 46cm x 43cm x 35.4cm (WxDxH) 



The applications range from printing photos, cards, invites, 
flyers, leaflets and even art reproductions 



Also available 



The Compact 6-Colour Digital Drylab 

Epson SureLab SL-D3000 



CALL: ANDHRA PRADESH 80081 43220 BIHAR 93343 89247, 98746 7261 6 CHHATTISGARH 98261 76774, 98209 74733 DELHI & NCR 9871 8 061 08, 
77388 93141 GUJARAT 97147 42155, 98209 74733 HARYANA 96509 71919, 77388 93141 JAMMU & KASHMIR 97977 92025, 98153 94550 
JHARKHAND 93267 44350, 98746 72616 KARNATAKA 96200 04764, 99014 04587 KERALA 99471 46345 MADHYA PRADESH 78699 11699, 
77388 93141 MAHARASHTRA 98209 74733, 99307 82105 MAHARASHTRA UPCOUNTRY 98203 77576, 99307 82105 PUNE, NAGPUR & GOA 
98203 77576, 99307 82105 NORTH EAST 98645 04808, 98746 72616 ODISHA 97767 88666, 94372 08934, 98746 72616 PUNJAB 82838 09692, 
98153 94550 RAJASTHAN 78699 11699, 77388 93141 TAMIL NADU 98405 03210 TELANGANA 99896 33221, 91009 43676 UTTAR PRADESH 
93070 1 6933, 981 53 94550 WEST BENGAL 98368 76776, 98746 7261 6 




call . clear . clean 




Epson Helpline: For product info or service - 1800 425 001 1 
For service - 1 860 3000 1 600 (9AM - 6PM) (Mon - Sat) 

Email: think@eid.epson.co.in www.epson.co.in 












Smart 

PHOT OGRAPHY 

NEWS 



N ational 



IWIF Photography Contest 
Series announced 



I mmagine, a non-profit organisation 
based in Kerala, has announced the 
second edition of India Weaved in 
Frames (IWIF) Photography Contest 
Series and exhibition. The series is 
aimed at showcasing the great Indian 
diversity through three frames selected 
from contests themed on every Indian 
state and Union territories. All entries 
to the contest will be published on 
Immagine's Facebook page, along with 
their description. This would be a great 



source of information about all the 
Indian states at one place. Inmagine 
also hopes that this effort would help 
photographers and photography 
enthusiasts across India to learn about 
the diverse style of photography, and its 
powerful application. The entire fund, 
generated by means of entry fees to 
the contests, sale of photo books, and 
contributions from the well-wishers, 
will be utilized for the benefit of 
children who deserve it. The exhibition 



will be inaugurated by 30 such children, 
representing the 30 Indian states. 

Immagine has also announced the confi- 
rmation from Limca Book of Records that 
the first edition of India Weaved in Frames 
will feature in the Paintings chapter 
(under Photography) of its 2016 edition. 

For complete details about the contest 
series and submitting entries, please 
visit www.iwif.in. 



Toshiba presents detachable ultrabook 
with reversible dock 
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Toshiba India launched a 31.75 cm 
two-in-one detachable ultraportable 
with reversible dock to cater to the 
needs of mobile enterprise users. The 
Portege Z20t is optimised for business 
users with different productivity and 
security features plus the Intel Core M 
processor. This supports easy content 
creation and consumption. The 
device is priced at Rs.1,30,000 and will 
be made available nationally through 
B2B channels. 

The device comes with an integrated 
digitizer that recognises handwriting, 
which is convenient for users taking 
notes or drawing diagrams as all of it 
can be stored in a slot with ease and 
chances of losing are minimised. 

The device is available with Toshiba's 
EasyGuard suite. Trusted Platform 
Module (TPM) protects the data on local 
storage whereas Active Management 
Technology (AMT) allows the IT 
department to monitor, maintain, repair, 
update and upgrade machines remotely. 
A Cable Lock port is available, which 



secures the keyboard to desks or other 
fixed points and ensures the tablet can't 
be detached when docked. 

This year, Toshiba also completes 30 
years. Sanjay Warke, Country Head — 

DS Division, Toshiba India said, " 
Toshiba put the power of technology 
in everyone's hands with the launch of 
Toshiba T1100. From mono LCD 



display, 16-bit processors and 
floppy disk memory packed in a 4.1kg 
luggable design, which was state of the 
art technology for its period, 
our unparalleled experience and 
passion for developing innovative 
products have always kept us ahead 
of the curve. Toshiba has always been 
a pioneer in truly redefining 
technological innovation." 
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Six photographers bring 
out their 'Diverse Visions' 



Dr. Chidambaram 





S ix members of The Photographic 
Society of Madras - showcased 
their talent at an exhibition titled 
'Diverse Visions -- 2015' at the Lalit 
Kala Akademy in 
Chennai from 9th 
to 13th September. 

The exhibition was 
inaugurated on 
the 5th by Shekar 
Dattatri, award- 
winning wildlife 
and conservation 
film-maker. 

J. Ramanan is 
an architect by 
profession, a trained 
mountaineer 
and a passionate Jayanand Govindara j 

photographer. This was one of his 
exhibit on the theme 'Mountains'. 



Ramesh Raja is a banker with a passion 
for photography right from his school 
days. His theme for the exhibition was 
'Namma Chennai'. 



Srirama Raja, who runs his own 
software company in Chennai, was 
influenced by his father and by many 
hours of browsing through the National 
Geographic magazines. His theme for 
the exhibition was 'Nature's Bounty'. 



Ramesh Raja 

with photography when he was only 
9 years old. His theme was 'Polar 
Passions'. 



Jayanand Govindaraj is a serious 
amateur photographer who started 



Sridhar Rao is a businessman from 
Chennai who loves street photography. 
His theme was 'Candids & More'. 



J. Ramanan 




Srirama Raja 



Sony India launches Xperia C5 Ultra 



Sony India has elevated the 
smartphone experience with 
its newest Xperia C5 Ultra. 

This smartphone strengthens 
Sony's product portfolio in 
the mid-range segment. The 
phone has twin 13MP rear and 
front camera, which feature 
the Exmore RS sensor, HDR 
for stills and movie. It also 



incorporates an easy-to-use 
auto scene recognition mode 
that analyses and adjusts 
settings automatically to deliver 
superlative results. Its 22mm 
wide-angle lens also indicates 
that a lot can be covered in a 
single frame. 

The phone has a sleek finish 



attributed to its Aluminium 
frame and three colour variations 
like black, white and soft-mint. 

The phone is powered by 
a 1.7GHz 64 bit octa-core 
processor along with 2GB RAM 
and 4G network support for 
a quick and convenient user 
experience 




24 



www.smartphotography.in 



Sridhar Rao 






Smart 

fwtogrSphy- 



INDIA’S NUMBER 1 1MAGING MAGAZINE! 



Why would you buy a Smart Photography subscription? 

Here are 4 really good reaso 



Save up to 50% on 



cover prices 



3 Delivered free 
to your door 



► Never miss an 
■issue again 



4 And most important of 
all, a seriously good 
quality magazine... 



THREE EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 



1 Online ▼ 

Visit at 

http://secure.nextgenpublishing.in/ 





Post 

Next Gen Publishing Ltd., Trade World, 
C-Wing, 2nd Floor, Kamala Mills 
Compound, Senapati Bapat Marg, 

Lower Parel (W), Mumbai 40001 3, India. 



TO SUBSCRIBE 



Cash Discount Offer 

□ Pay ^ 540Q ^ 3000 for 3 Years subscription and save ^ 2400 (44% Discount) on the cover price 

□ Pay ^ TOGO ^ 1400 for 1 Year subscription and save ^ 400 (22% Discount) on the cover price 

International rate - 1 Year INR Rs. 9000 or USD 150 for by air mail post 



YOUR DETAILS (ALL DETAILS IN CAPITAL LITERS) 

Name: Mr/Ms 

Occupation 

Date of birth 

Address 



City State 

Pincode Email 

Phone (Off) Phone (Res) 

Mobile No. 

Please send me latest updates on Special Offers and Events of Smart Photography □ 

Please complete the order form and mail it to us at Next Gen Publishing Ltd., 

2nd Floor, C Wing, Trade World, Kamala Mills Compound, S.B.Marg, Lower Parel (W). Mumbai 400013 

You can also fax the order for credit card purchases to +91 22 2495 5394 

For clarifications, email: subscriptions@nextgenpublishing.net or call +91 22 4352 5252 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Please allow 4-5 weeks for processing of your subscription. Copies will be sent by 
ordinary post only. Next Gen Publishing will not be responsible for postal delay, transit loses or mutilation of cop- 
ies. No cancellation of subscriptions will be entertained after commencement of subscription. Please mention 
your name and address on the reverse of your DD/Cheque. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction 
of courts in Mumbai only. 



Kindly draw the cheque/DD/PO in favor of NEXT GEN PUBLISHING LTD. (Please add 
Rs. 20A extra for outstation cheque)Please Find enclosed 

Cheque/DD no Dated 

Bank 

Branch 

Or please charge my credit card □ Visa □ MasterCard 

Card No 

Card expiry date 



Name (as appears on card) 

Date Signature 



TO GIFT A SUBSCRIPTION (ALL DETAILS IN CAPITAL LITERS) 

Please fill out both the recipient’s details, below, and your details above. To gift more 
than one subscription, please provide address details on a separate sheet, 

Name: Mr/Ms 

Occupation 

Date of birth 

Address 



City State 

Pincode Email 

Phone (Off) Phone (Res). 



October 201 5' 





Smart Photography 

October 2015 



National 



NCPA to host photography festival 

N CPA's Piramal Art Gallery, Mumbai, 
will be holding a 5-day photo festival 
from 22nd to 26th October 2015. 

The festival will include photo talks in the 
evenings, live tutorial sessions with prominent 
photographers and models, and portfolio 
review sessions. Also available will be full- 
day reference library of photography books, 
as well as an opportunity to view some of the 
best works from the photographic fraternity. 
Prominent photographers will be there to 
share their work as well as their experiences. 

Timings: 12 noon - 8pm (22nd - 26th October 
2015) Entry: Free 

For further details, please contact Mukesh 
Parpiani, Head of Photography, NCPA, on 91 
22 22029483 or 66223709 or email mukesh. 
ncpa@gmail.com 





BenQ reveals varied range of 
products at Infocomm India 2015 




BenQ — provider of digital lifestyle 
solutions — took wraps off its new 
product range at Infocomm India 2015. 
The company presented products 
such as projectors, digital signage and 
interactive flat panels for segments like 
business, home and education. 

Speaking on the launch, Rajeev Singh, 
Managing Director, BenQ India said, " 
BenQ not only strives to provide the 
best-of-breed products to consumer 
but also focuses to empower its users 
to live better, increase efficiency, feel 
healthier and enhance learning. 

BenQ has developed a wide range 
of solutions and technological 
advancements to meet a range of user 
demands in the education, enterprise, 
retail and home entertainment sectors. 
At Infocomm 2015, BenQ is announcing 
wide range of products that will 
continue to lead the marketplace by 
setting new standards in brightness, 
image quality, and energy efficiency." 

One of the technologies featured at 
Infocomm was the home entertainment 



projector W3000 with 6X RGBRGB 
colour wheel that delivers Rec.709 
HDTV standard for cinematic 
colour. This particular standard had 
been introduced in the 1990s to 
ensure accurate reproduction of 
cinematic colour as the film director 
had intended. People will be able 
to enjoy a life-like big-screen 
entertainment experience with BenQ 
home video projectors. 

BenQ added PX9600 and SH963 to 
its high-brightness projector lineup. 
Along with an interchangeable lens and 
6000 lumens, PX9600 gives users a 
superlative image quality with ultra- 



high brightness, contrast ratio and high 
resolution. The full HD 1080p SH963 
features 6500 ANSI lumen brightness, 
8300:1 contrast ratio and detail- 
enhancing HQV processors and a 3D 
colour management tool that delivers 
impressive picture quality. 

The company also demonstrated the 
first full HD ultrashort throw projector, 
MH856UST as a solution to smaller 
classrooms in India. The projector 
comes with inbuilt eye care technologies 
that prevents eye strain, eye fatigue 
and muscular degeneration caused by 
spending too much time in front of a 
visual display. 
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Canon emphasizes 



Green future 




C anon has sustained its efforts 
to bring about eco-friendly 
changes in the community we 
live by means of a tree plantation drive 
at Aravalli Bio-Diversity Park. 150 
saplings were planted in the park by 
the Canon team headed by Kazutada 
Kobayashi, President and CEO. He 
said, "As a globally recognised brand, 
Canon India takes pride in leading by 
example. Our philosophy drives all our 
initiatives, be it professional or social, 
to give back to the communities we 
work in. It is not just our initiatives, 
even the products that we design 
and manufacture manifests our 
commitment towards sustainability. 
Our endeavour today is to create a 
better tomorrow which will surely 
contribute towards the larger objective 
of a sustainable planet." 

Canon India has taken up various 
initiatives, which reflects its corporate 
philosophy — 'Kyosei' — living 
and working together for the 
common good. The company has 
arranged varied campaigns that 
bring out its commitment towards 
conserving nature and reducing 
the carbon footprint. On World 
Environment Day, Canon India 
launched the 'Yes, I pledge!' campaign. 
The employees pledged and shared 
their commitment towards bettering 



the environment. Van Mahotsav 
( Festival of Trees) was celebrated 
along with a #PhotoChallenge 
campaign. Viewers had to capture 
the flora and fauna around them 
and share an image on Canon India's 
Facebook page. 



The company also launched the 'Go 
Green Campaign' on World Nature 
Conservation Day. Canon employees 
planted saplings in their adopted 
villages located in Haryana and 
Bangalore to support the company's 
objective of a clean and green planet. 



Lava unveils 

Lava International Limited presented 
the Pixel V2. This smartphone is the 
second in the Pixel series. It is available 
at a price of Rs.10,750. 

The smartphone is a 4G device with a 
5 inch HD IPS display with a scratch 
resistant Dragon trail glass. At 128g, 
the phone is one of the lightest devices 
in the market. The smartphone is 
equipped with a 64 bit MediaTek Quad 
Core processor combined with 2GB 
DDR3 RAM. Its internal storage of 16GB 
is expandable up to 32GB. The phone is 
operated on Star 2.0 based on Android 



Pixel V2 

Lollipop 5.1 supporting dual 4G SIM 
slots ( one at a time) with dual standby. 
The phone also utilises a 2500mAh Li- 
Po battery. 

The Pixel V2 has a 13MP rear camera 
with dual LED flash and an 8MP 'selfie' 
camera with LED flash. 

Commenting on the launch, Navin 
Chawla, Senior Vice President & Head 
Product, LAVA International said, "The 
youth today wants to capture special 
moments in their life and share them 
instantly in their social circle. To 



enable them to capture those moments 
perfectly, we are delighted to announce 
the second variant in the Pixel Series 
with the best in class camera hardware 
& software features. With this device, we 
aim to further build a strong portfolio 
of smartphones in the 10k range and 
deliver on our mission of empowering 
people to do more and be more." 

The smartphone is available in colours 
like Icy White and Royal Black across all 
national retail stores and multi-brand 
outlets. It can also be purchased from an 
online channel. 
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Nature's beauty witnessed in 
photography exhibition 



N ature's Harmony - an exhibition 
of stunningly beautiful wildlife 
images by 11 photographers - 
was held at Thane Kalabhavan under 
the auspices of Wide Eye Photography 
and Ashwamedh Pratishthan between 
4th and 6th September 2015. The 
participating photographers were 
Vedwati Padwal, Vishwanath Birje, 
Kedar Tambe, Hanferd Fernando, Sunil 
Pradhan, Harshad Karekar, Prajakta 
Sadhale, Samruddha Warange, Minal 
Jamkhedkar, Milind Wanage and 
Jairam Pathak. 

The exhibition was the brainchild of 
Vedwati Padwal, who, along with her 
team, showcased this unique exhibition. 





Tiger pug-marks led the way right 
from the entrance of the building to 
the exhibition hall on the first floor; 
crystal-clear recording of chirping 
birds made the visitors feel as if they 
were actually in a jungle; cut-outs of 
animals and birds were loved by all, 
especially children, who also posed 
along for photographs. 

The exhibition was inaugurated by 
Rohinton Mehta, Technical Editor, 
Smart Photography. 
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Kedar Tambe Hanferd Fernando 




National 



Define happiness with Bhutan 
Photo Campaign 

B hutan is organising a photo campaign. 

Photographers from all over the world 
will define happiness by means of 
photographs with a tagline of 40 characters. 

Photographs taken in and out of Bhutan can 
be submitted. The prizes will be given under 
categories such as 'Most Likes', 'Most Shares' 
and 'Best Five Creative Guidelines.' Prizes will 
be awarded on 11th November, 2015 
(Submission will be closed by 11:11 am on 
4th November) and 17th December, 2015 ( 

Submission will be closed by 11:11am on 10th 
December). 

This campaign has been dedicated to their 4th 
King His Majesty Jigme Singye Wangchuk, who 
introduced the philosophy of Gross National 
Happiness to the world. 

For more details, please visit www. 
happinessisaplace.com 




Exhibition brings out Monday 
Morning Hues 



Our regular contributor Ashok Kandimalla held a solo 
exhibition titled 'Monday Morning Hues' from 11th -28th 
September at Hyderabad. The title takes after the well- 
known phrase 'Monday morning blues' which connotes to 




work. The aim of these photographs was to give the viewer a 
deeper understanding of daily chores which many of the more 
fortunate amongst us tend to ignore. 

The exhibition depicted people performing various tasks 
as they go about their daily life. All the photographs 
were candid shots - without the subject becoming distracted 
or self-conscious. While the primary emphasis was given 
to the worker, importance was also given to the surroundings, 
which, in many cases, was full of life and colour. 

A few close-up images were added to show the dexterity 
of the workers. Street musicians - always colorful and 
expressive - were shown along with equally eye-catching 
pavement vendors. A few not so common activities like 
painting, sand-mining and collecting alms were also 
included. Finally, since work is not always done by men 
alone - women too play a significant role - women at work 
were also represented. 
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What is more important? 



Technique or Equipment 

0 H. S. Billimoria 



At the SP editorial office, we continue to 
get portfolios from budding photographers 
wanting to get published. It is our policy to give 
everyone a patient hearing and at the same time 
give accurate and some times, blunt feedback, 
on the quality of their images. 

Two recent instances come to mind. 

The first one was from a young lad who actually 
travelled to Mumbai from his hometown to 
enable us to get a look at his pictures. The 
lad was very enthusiastic and willing to learn 
but the quality of the equipment that he used 
restricted the scope of his vision and creativity. 
In this case, budget restrictions clearly imposed 
a limit beyond which his photography could 
not progress. For the type of compact camera 
that he was using, his pictures, however, were 
not bad. 

The second individual was a very confident 



person who first flashed his impressive Nikon 
D-SLR to show that he had the latest equipment 
to get the best pictures. His portfolio, however, 
was even worse than that of the first individual. 
Whilst he had the support of technology 
provided by the Nikon D-SLR, he completely 
lacked in both technique and creativity. 

The lesson, therefore, that one must learn is 
that new and expensive equipment can produce 
very good results but only if you have it in you 
to produce a good picture. It is imperative to 
master the basic techniques of photography, to 
make mistakes and to learn. 

The second individual we met could have saved 
a fortune by waiting before he rushed to make 
the latest purchase. 

Remember what Ansel Adam once said “the 
single most important component of a camera 
is the 12 inches behind it”. |SP 
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PICTURE OF THE 
MONTH 

We are sure that all of you have a few 
pictures that you think are prize worthy 
It happens very often that you don’t know 
where to send the image that could put a 
feather in your cap. If you have such images 
(were sure you have many!), send us ONE 
such horizontal image. If it qualifies, we 
shall publish it as a double-spread. 

a. You have to guarantee that the picture 
was shot by you 

b. If there are people in the picture who can 
be identified, we 11 need a model release 

c. The picture should not have been printed 
elsewhere (magazine newspaper, or 
offered to any publication) 

d. Mark the entry as “Picture of the Month” 
and rename the file using your name 

e. You may send images via print/e-mail 
to: Next Gen Publishing Ltd., 2nd Floor, 

C Wing, Trade World, Kamala Mills 
Compound, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower 
Parel (W), Mumbai 400013 (or) sphoto. 
india@gmail.com 
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Features: 

1 . Built in Li-ion battery ,No Cable-No Cords Wireless Studio Flash 

2. Fast duration time up to 1/1 1000s. and with multi-flash. 

3. Precise power arrange 1 /64-1 (IGBT) 
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Modeling Bulb 


5W LED Ligtht 


Buzz 


Yes (ON/OFF) 
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Li-ion Battery 
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EXIF data not available 



Camera: Canon 450D; 

Aperture: f/5; Shutter speed: l/500sec; ISO: 200 



India in 

Colours 

0 As told to Disha Khemchandani 



Chauu-Recital 



Kathakali-Putting on a mask 
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K alpana 

Chatter jee — 
homemaker 



and photographer — 
experienced the joy 
of photography while 
pursuing Zoology. 
Her early subjects were the flowers in her 
garden and birds. As her interest escalated, 
she started understanding technicalities such 
as framing, lighting etc. The turning point for 
Kalpana was when one of her images was 
featured as 'Photo of the day' in National 
Geographic magazine. She is inclined towards 
capturing landscapes and festivals. She finds 







Your first step towards a 



EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 



DIGITAL DRY PHOTOLAB. 



THE MINI 6-COLOUR 

EPSON SL-D700 




the latter to be a challenging 
genre as it is tricky to capture 
a single frame, which sums up 
the essence of the entire festival. 
When she is not taking pictures, 
Kalpana has her hands full 
looking after her two children, 
managing her household 
activities and gardening. |SP 
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Hemis Stechu (2) -The show must go on 



ww w.sm artphotography.in 
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Camera: Canon EOS 6D; 



Aperture: f/2.8; Shutter speed: l/640sec; ISO: 640 
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Thangta-Mastering power 
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Aperture: f/4; Shutter speed: l/800sec; ISO: 400 



Camera: Canon EOS 550D; 
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All smiles 



Naga Warriors 



Hornbill Escapades 

0 As told to Disha Khemchandani 




Sai Priya — a travel 
photographer from 
Chennai — takes 
pictures under 
the name 'Castle 
Mountains.' She felt 
the urge to pick up 
^ . p . the camera when she 

ai riya crossed the Pamban 

railway track built across the ocean in Rameshwaram, 
Tamil Nadu. Though suffering from a fear of water, 
she experienced the thrill. This is when she chose to 
pursue travel photography. Indian traditions have 



always caught her fancy. Travelling across the country, 
she has an eye for taking pictures of 
moments during a festival, street life, architecture, 
wildlife etc. Her first photography trip was when she 
captured some delightful moments at the Hornbill 
festival of Nagaland. 

The photos in this feature are some of her prized 
moments. The Hornbill festival of Nagaland is 
celebrated in the first week of December, which also 
coincides with Nagaland's statehood day on December 
1st. The celebrations of this festival are aimed at 
encouraging inter-tribal interaction and to promote 
the cultural heritage of Nagaland. 
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Camera: Nikon D750; 



Aperture: f/4; Shutter speed: 1/1250 sec; ISO: 100 
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Camera: Nikon D750; 

Aperture: f/5; Shutter speed: 1/1000 sec; ISO: 1600 



Camera: Nikon D750; 

Aperture: f/4; Shutter speed: 1/650 sec; ISO: 500 



Children in focus 
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A dance by the Nagas 
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Chakhesang tribe 




Women of Sumi tribe sharing smiles 



Pochury tribe 
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Camera: Nikon D750; 

Aperture: f/4; Shutter speed: 1/250 sec; ISO: 320 
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E-mail your images at sp@nextgenpublishing.net 



If 

I Were 

You 




Our Imaging Expert 

No one can take a picture that everyone likes. But, 
almost every picture can have scope of improvement. 
Often, we are not our best critics, while others can 
immediately point out the faults. In If I were you, 
our expert comments on how your pictures could be 
taken to another level. 



0 Rohinton Mehta, 

Technical Editor, Smart Photography 
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Gulmarg Scene 

Trinanjan Bhattacharya from Kolkata 
is an amateur photographer. He 
photographed this snow scene in 
Gulmarg in March 2015. He wants my 
opinion on this picture and wants to 
know if and how the picture could be 
improved. 

Well, Trinanjan, I think the picture is 
pretty good. But good pictures can 
always be improved and made better. 

Whenever we photograph a very bright 
scene, the camera meter tries to turn 
that into a mid-tone scene. This means 
that the white snow turns into grey- 
ish snow. The solution is to give a bit 
more exposure when taking such shots 
- about 1-stop more if the lighting 
is overcast (as seen here in your 
photograph) or 1.5-2 stops more if the 
snow is sunlit. After taking the shot, 
you can always check the histogram for 
overexposed highlights, in which case, 
you should fine-tune your exposure 
(reduce the exposure a bit) and 
re-shoot the frame. 

One more point. In your original frame, 
we see a person walking away from us 
but is placed almost in the centre of 
the frame. In the edited image, you can 
see where the person should have been 
when you clicked the picture. 

Overall, your picture is good but the 
edited version is better. 



Camera: Canon EOS 1200D D90; 

Lens: 18-55mm at 18mm Aperture: F/10; 
Shutter speed: i/lOOsec; ISO: 100 



Edited 









Camera: Fujifilm FinePix JZ100; 
Aperture: F/4.9; 

Shutter speed: l/30sec; ISO: 400 



Walnuts 

SP reader S. L. Mahesh deals in dry 
fruits and has sent us this picture of 
walnuts for critique. 

Mahesh, do keep in mind that besides 
the subject, lighting also plays a very 
important role in creating a good 
picture. Good lighting can enhance a 
picture, while poor lighting can mar 
that same subject. 

Your source of light is more or less 
frontal. If I were you, I would have 
avoided frontal lighting since it 
causes a loss in modulation of tones. 
For a subject like this - which has 
rough texture - side lighting is the 
key. The only way now to improve 
this picture is to manipulate it in 
Photoshop; but please be aware that 
relying on Photoshop instead of your 
photographic skills, is not the right 
thing to do. Photoshop should ideally 
be used to fine-tune an image; use 
it to improve some shortcomings 
but not as a substitute for shoddy 
photography. 




Using Photoshop, I have toned 
down the overly bright image and 
skilfully sharpened it to create a 
better picture. 
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IF I WERE YOU 

E-mail your images at sp@nextgenpublishing.net 



Note: If I Were You is meant to encourage and guide readers, and help them improve 
their photography. Please ensure that the required camera/exposure details are sent 
to us (or are available in the EXIF data). We shall not accept images for this section 
if the required data is not available. Readers are requested to send their images at 
300ppi for 8 x 10-inch size. If they are too small, working on them is difficult, and 
hence they may be rejected. 



Camera: Nikon D810 

Aperture: F/8; Lens: Nikon 24mm PC-E 

Shutter speed: l/320sec; ISO: 200 






Landscape 

The picture that you see here is my 
own. So why am I showing you my 
own picture in If I were you? Well, 
a lot of folks ask me if I always get 
my pictures right or do I also need 
to tweak my images? The answer is 
"yes, I don't always get my pictures 
right due to reasons beyond my 
control". The picture you see here 
was shot when there was lot of 
atmospheric haze due to which 
details were lost. There was no way 
to get rid of the haze except in post- 
processing. For this, you will have to 
use Photoshop CC (earlier versions 
don't have this feature). 

1. Open the image in Photoshop CC - 
not in Adobe Camera Raw (ACR). 

2. Make a copy of the Background 
layer (Ctrl + J). Go to Filter > 
Camera Raw Filter. The image will 
be sent to ACR. 

3. In ACR, go to the Effects tab (fx) 



and move the Dehaze Amount slider 
to the right till you are happy with the 
haze removal. Click OK at the bottom 
and the image will open once again in 
Photoshop. 

4. You will notice that the act of 
de-hazing has also darkened the 
foreground. But it is easy to correct 
for that. Just add a layer mask by 
clicking on the square with a circle in 
it at the bottom of the Layers panel. 



5. Using the Brush Tool with Black 
as the foreground colour, paint over 
the areas that you want lightened. 

You can adjust the brush's opacity to 
control the amount of lightening. 

6. Since the picture was shot under 
hazy lighting condition, the original 
image was lacking in proper contrast. 
Hence contrast was added selectively 
and sharpened. The slight tilt to the 
right was also corrected. |SP 
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Ask your question to Uncle at sp@nextgenpublishing.net 

Ask Uncle 




Canon 7D Mark II 
or 5D Mark III? 

I have a Canon EOS 70D but need 
a second body. I am looking for a 
camera which I can use for shooting 
video documentaries as well as 
for wildlife. Which is a better buy 
between Canon 7D Mark II and 5D 
Mark III considering the fact that 
the 7D does 10 fps and has excellent 
focussing system while the 5D 
which has a full-frame sensor 
and better overall image quality 
Please advise. 



Instead of my telling you which is 
better, let's check the relevant 
important points. 

5D Mark III 7D Mark II 
Sensor Full-frame APS-C 

Sensor size 

in sq. mm 864 Approx. 337 

Megapixels 22.3 20.2 

5D Mark Ill's sensor is approximately 
2.5 times that of the 7D Mark II. 

(The difference in megapixels is 



irrelevant). This means that the 
photosites on the 5D Ill's sensor 
are larger, which in turn equates to 
better dynamic range and better low- 
light performance, if everything else 
is equal. 

ISO sensitivity 100 -25,600 100-16,000 
I can vouch for the low-noise 
performance of the 5D Mark III 
at higher ISOs. The 7D Mark II is 
comparatively noisier. 

Battery 

life/charge Longer Shorter 

Built-in 

flash No Yes 

The 7D II has a definite advantage 
when 'fill-in' flash is required. 

Frames 

per second 6fps lOfps 

At lOfps, adjoining frames look more 
or less identical. Even then, in certain 
situations - especially with fast 
action shots - the higher frame rate 
is advantageous. (But be aware, the 
habit of firing off continuous bursts is 
contagious!) 



Buffer size Smaller Larger 

The larger buffer is a definite 
advantage if you are trigger-happy. 

Auto focus 

performance Good Better 

I haven't made a side-by-side 
comparison, but I presume the 7D II's 
AF performance would be better since 
it has more cross-type AF points. 

Video performance: I believe that due 
to the on-sensor Phase-Detect 
technology used in the 7D II, it should 
provide better video quality. 

Body/Lenses, 

costs More Comparatively less 

There are other differences, but I guess 
these are the major ones. 

I think you should consider your priority 
- stills or video? If stills, consider the 
5D III; if video, consider the 7D II. If 
I had to choose between these two 
models, I would opt for the 5D Mark III 
in spite of its older technology since, 
currently, I shoot more stills than 
videos, and I am very happy with its 
noise control. 
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photography 

I will be photographing some birds 
during the next few months. Can you 
recommend some settings for my D- 
SLR? Is using a tripod mandatory? 



| R. Raman , via email 



There can be no fixed camera settings; 
the settings would depend on various 
conditions. 

Bird photography generally demands 
long focal length lenses unless you 
are in a 'hide' very close to them. Long 
lenses are usually very heavy and 
hence it is not possible to hold the 
camera steady for long periods. In 
such cases, and if convenient, you 
could use a sturdy tripod. But 
remember, a tripod could even make 
you miss some shots! 

Small birds, especially those 
that don't sit still for long, require 
faster shutter speeds to arrest their 
movements. Larger birds, can often 
be photographed using comparatively 
slower shutter speeds. Remember, 
image stabilization can let you get 
sharper images while hand-holding 
your camera at slower shutter speeds 
but it cannot stop subject movement. 
For that, the only solution is to use 
faster shutter speeds. 

If the lighting condition is good - in 
other words, if it is bright and sunny - 
you should use the native ISO on your 
camera (generally ISO 100). If the light 
is poor, you have no choice but to raise 
the ISO. And higher the ISO, greater the 
digital noise. Hence, you should always 
opt for a camera that provides you with 
reasonably noise-free images at higher 
ISO sensitivities. 

Here's what I do, circumstances 
permitting: 

a) Use a reasonably high ISO setting, 
say ISO 800. At this ISO setting, my 
camera offers me decent noise control, 
as well as allows me to use faster 
shutter speeds that help me to get 
sharper images. If necessary, I would go 
up to ISO 1600. 

b) For bird photography, I use a 80- 
400mm lens, mostly at the 400mm 
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setting. For birds that are perched, 

I try to use at least 1/500 sec shutter 
speed with a full-frame camera; at least 
1/800 sec with a APS-C model. Note 
that I try to use a shutter speed that is 
actually faster than the recommended 
1/the effective focal length mantra. 
With small birds, I use or try to use a 
shutter speed of at least 1/1000 sec. 
With birds in flight, I try to use shutter 
speeds faster than 1/1200 sec, the 
faster the better. 

c) Most of the time, I keep my camera 
on Continuous High (CH) except when 
photographing landscapes, when I set 
it to Single shot. I have enough practice 
to fire off single shots even when the 
camera is set to CH. This lets me take 
fast continuous shots 
if the bird takes off or 
something happens that 
requires continuous 
bursts. 

d) I almost always use the 
central AF point. I use AF- 
C (continuous AF) most 
of the time, but switch 
to MF (manual focus) if 
the subject is small or 
is surrounded by twigs 
or leaves which could 
interfere with the AF. 

e) As for metering, I use 
either Center-weighted or 
Spot metering. 

f) As an insurance, I take 
a couple of shots for every 
situation. Not every shot 
is likely to be sharp; in 
some shots the bird 
may not be looking 
exactly where I want it to. 

I look for action or shots 
that complement the 
character and personality 
of the bird. 

g) I shoot either in 
Aperture Priority (A) or 
Shutter Priority (S) mode. 

Even when in A mode, 

I keep an eagle eye on the shutter 
speed, since the shutter speed is what 
determines the image sharpness 
(assuming that I am using a high- 
quality lens and that my focussing is on 



the dot). 

Finally, don't forget that luck too plays a 
very important part. 

Dull images on web 

I like the way I edit my pictures in 
Photoshop (I am a beginner though). 
But when I send them to friends by 
email, the emailed pictures look a 
bit different. They seem to a be a 
little dull. Is there a solution? 

fMMmmnimmii 

Please check the colour space you 
are using; is it Adobe RGB or sRGB? 

The colour space for the web (which 



include images posted via emails) is 
sRGB. Using Adobe RGB instead of 
sRGB could possibly be a reason. Please 
note that you are not likely to see a 
major difference when converting from 
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one colour space to the other, but all 
the same, difference will be there. Also 
note that most computer monitors are 
not calibrated and this could also be a 
reason. On few occasions I have seen 
that a very small dose of brightening 
the picture before it is sent to the web, 
also helps. 

Shown on the previous page are two 
printscreens showing how to convert 
the colour space from Adobe RGB to 
sRGB in Photoshop. 



Portrait problems? 

I am a wedding photographer. 
Sometimes I take assignments 
for portraits. I am using my 18- 
55mm kit lens with my Nikon 
D3200. A friend told me that I 
must use a 85mm f/1.8 lens for 
portraits. I borrowed a 85mm f/1.8 
lens but when I shoot at f/1.8, my 
pictures are not sharp. If I use f/5.6 
or f/8 to get the sharpness I want, 
the background also gets sharp 
and this I feel is disturbing. What 
should I do? 

WSnHMISMMMMB 




AF-S Nikkor 85mm 1:1.8 G 

Since you are using a cropped sensor 
camera, the 85mm lens is equivalent 
to about 127mm on a full-frame model. 
When taking portraits, I take it that 
you must be reasonably close - say 
about 6-8 feet for head and shoulder 
portraits. This close distance, along 
with a large f/1.8 aperture means 
that your depth of field would be 
very shallow and focus must be on the 
dot; if not, you may not be happy with 
the sharpness. Always try to focus on 
the eyes. 



Try shooting at f/2.8 for better overall 
sharpness. Remember, we generally 
want smooth skin tones; we do not 
want to show every acne or scar 
marks or facial hair to be highlighted 
(especially for portraits of ladies and 
children). If the eyes are sharp, you will 
like the picture even if the rest of face 
is slightly 'soft'. 

If you must use narrower apertures 
like f/5.6 or f/8, and if the backdrop 
appears sharper than what you need, 
try increasing the distance between 
the subject and the backdrop. That 
should work. 

Using narrow apertures 

A knowledgeable friend tells me that 
he uses very narrow apertures for 
macro photography but I recollect you 
saying that very narrow apertures 
cause a loss in sharpness due to 
diffraction of light. 

Could you throw _ 

some light on it? H 



So now the question is, should you 
never use such apertures? The 
answer is, 'it depends'. With macro 
photography, unless you use very 
narrow apertures, your subject may 
not be sharp from front to back 
or from side to side. Under such 
situations, having the subject sharp 
from front to rear is more important 
than the slight loss in the overall 
sharpness. And if you are conversant 
with Photoshop or any other similar 
software program, you could make up 
for that slight loss with skilful use of 
the image sharpening feature. 

Besides, unless you make the picture 
quite large, you might not even 
realise the problem. So, use your own 
judgement and when necessary, go 
ahead and use the aperture that gets 
you the required depth of field. |SP 



Certainly! It is true 
that very narrow 
apertures cause 
a loss in image 
sharpness due to 
diffraction of light. 
And this has a 
relationship with the 
size of the sensor. 
Note: Diffraction 
of light occur even 
at wider apertures 
but the effect 
of diffraction is 
noticeable only when 
the aperture gets 
really narrow. 
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Sensor 



Wide aperture 



Have you noticed 
that most compact 
cameras (which have 
very small sensors) 
do not have apertures 
beyond f/8? Think. 
Why would that be 
so? Strictly speaking, 
even at f/11 with a 
APS-C sensor and 
f/16 on a full-frame 
sensor, there is some 
softening due to 
diffraction of light. 




Sensor 



H Narrow aperture 

Light rays passing throught narrow openings bend more and diverge more 
and thus interfere with each other, causing the image to go soft. 
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Share your best travel images with us! 

And win exciting prizes... 

Can’t wait to print your travel photos on this canvas! 

Email your Photo to: smarttravel.shot@gmail.com 




• Send us maximum 4 images, Horizontal pictures with 300dpi. High Image Resolution. 

• Please ensure that you send your Complete postal address with telephone number. 

• Picture should not have been printed in any magazine / newspaper, or offered 
to any publication and, if applicable, scanned copy of model release (in case of 
identifiable portraits) along with the entry. 





• Please ensure that you have renamed the clicked image with Full name and the 
Destination name.This is to ensure that your correct name appears in the magazine 
along with the image. (e.g: If your name is RAVI SHARMA, rename the entry as 
RAVI SFIARMA_Gateway of India _Mumbai.JPG . This is to ensure that your correct 
name appears in the magazine along with the image. 
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Life-like Portraits 




Rakesh Syal — an ace photographer from Ludhiana — breathes life 
into his portraits and still life compositions with his knack for 
dimensions, textures and expressions. Before pursuing photography, 
his experience with the paint brush enhanced his aesthetic 
abilities. He utilises enigmatic backdrops that help him create some 
phenomenal portraits inside and outside his studio. With nearly 35 
Rakesh Syal years of experience in photography, he has won about 900 awards 

in national and international photographic competitions and about 

3500 acceptances. He has made his mark in genres such as product, fashion, food, interiors and 
wedding photography as well. To know more about him, visit http://www.redbubble.com/ 
people/rakeshsyal 



0 As told to Rohinton Mehta 



Tell us something about 
yourself. What motivated 
you towards photography? 

I was born and brought up 
in Ludhiana, Punjab. During 
my school and college days, I 
was very good at oil painting. 
I pursued my graduation 
in Commerce from Govt. 
College, Ludhiana and started 
my printing business in 1972. 
I excelled in catalog printing 
for hosiery and the bicycle 
industry. While my catalog 
printing business took off, 

I felt the need to have some 
excellent photographs, which 
is what motivated me to 
plunge into photography. 

Were you always 
inclined towards portrait 
photography? 

Not only portrait, but 
also still life photography 
fascinates me. 

How do you plan your 
shoots? 

Initially, it is all in the 
mind but as the shoot date 
approaches, I make a note 
of all that is required for the 
shoot. 

What factors do you take 
into account while shooting 



portraits? 

There are no factors I take into account 
while shooting portraits and there can 
be no laws either. All that matters is 
the passion and fire within. You need to 
become one with your subject. 

Tell us about one of your memorable 
shoots 

I cannot forget the day when I was 
shooting a cart race at Kila Raipur [Rural 
Olympics]. Had it not been for my friend 
and fellow photographer, who pulled me 
away, I could have been fatally run over 
by a bullock cart. 

Natural light vs Studio light? What 
is your take on the use of both in 
portrait photography? 

My favourite is natural window light, 
but I use studio lights also, if the subject 
requires. I prefer a two light setup { Key 
& Fill-in}. 

Have any photographers' works 
influenced you? 

Yes! Photographers like 0. P. Sharma and 
Yusuf Karsh have been great influences. 

You often take portraits of children. 
How do you get them to pose the way 
you need? 

It is very simple. If you are able to 
become one with them, making them 
pose is not a problem. However, you 
need to have patience and be alert. 
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Thoughtful 



Wisdom 




What difficulties do you face while capturing portraits? 

If you are truly in love with your work then the question of 
difficulties does not arise. 

Any words of advice for budding photographers? 

Yes! I would like to advise them that they should completely 
forget about the equipment they use and about upgrading 
it. Rather, they should learn to fall in love with the art of 
photography. |SP 



62 



www.smartphotography.in 




R oger Vogler— an American 
architect— has significant 
connections with India due to 
his stint as the onsite design adviser 
for IIT Kanpur. He also served as the 
Director for Planning and Construction 
for the University of Connecticut and 
University System of New Hampshire. 
With a deep rooted interest in 
architecture and Kailas, which he counts 
amongst the world’s finest architecture, 
his experience spans about nearly 55 
years. He has unveiled a whole new 
understanding of this finest rock-cut 
monolithic temple bringing out the 
reasoning behind the intricacies of its 
making in this book. 

Along with Peeyush Sekhsaria — an 
architect and geographer by training— 
whose pictures have been used in the 
book, he presents an attempt to explore 
the magnificent temple from the 
viewpoint of the unknown sthapathi, 
who designed the temple thirteen 
centuries ago. It has been modelled on 
the Virupaksha temple in Pattadakal. 

In terms of size, the Kailas dwarfs its 
predecessor. 

This book is an attempt to correct the 
misunderstandings that people hold 
about the architecture of the temple and 
the intentions of the former designer. 

This temple has been a subject of study 
for many scholars. But what was lacking 
in their writings were the moral and 
religious messages that lie beneath this 
piece of architecture. Due to which, 
a way for many misunderstandings 
and erroneous conclusions has been 
laid. Endeavouring to correct these 
viewpoints, the book gives the reader a 
glimpse into this splendid temple. 

Through his words and Peeyush 
Sekhsarias vivid pictures, Vogler gives 
the reader a tour of the cave temple 




A Spiritual Odyssey 



right from the entrance through the heart 
of the garbhagriha — where Lord Shiva 
resides. The description is interesting 
and provides a fascinating perspective on 
medieval architecture as a whole. 

As a study of the entire complex, the 
book is an insightful read. However, it 
does miss out on some crucial points. 
For instance, the author has not taken 



into consideration that these temples 
were built under royal edicts. For people 
with an interest in architecture, this book 
is recommended. With the photographs, 
it seems as if a journey to the temple has 
simply come alive in these pages. |SP 

Published by Mapin Publishing, the book 
is priced at Rs.2,250. To know more, 
visit www.mapinpub.in 
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Diwali 

Festival of Lights 

□ R Srinivasan 





I ndia is a land of festivals that are 
a vital part of our culture and 
traditions. But of late, due to lack of 
time and interest along with financial 
constraints, people, especially in the 
cities do not celebrate them and if they 
do, it is more of a token gesture. During 
festival holidays, most people rest or 
watch TV programmes. Mithai (sweets) 
and eatables with health benefits, 
which were earlier prepared at home 
and savoured by the entire family, have 
been replaced with unhealthy ready- 
made sweets. The beautiful festival of 
Deepavali — abbreviated as Diwali — has 
> been reduced by many people to one 
jo that leads to air and noise pollution. 
o Even though people celebrate this 
£ § festival, many are unaware of the 

tr a3 science behind these rituals and its 

to 

E g significance as with most other festivals. 
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The days before Diwali are preceded 
with people cleaning their homes 
and buying new clothes for the 
family or going shopping. For Diwali, 
people wear new clothes, decorate their 
entrances with creative colourful floor 
designs (Rangoli) along with 
small earthen oil lamps (diyas) and 
exchange sweets with neighbours, 
friends and relatives. After the puja, 
children light fireworks and later, 
families enjoy the sweets. 

In joint families as opposed to nuclear 
families, grandparents played a 
vital role in patiently explaining the 
importance of these festivals to their 
grandchildren. After all, only when 
children know the background of 
each of these vibrant festivals, will 
they appreciate its true value. These 



mythological and historical stories 
with a value system could enrich the 
lives of the younger generation to 
live a fuller and healthier life. This is 
all the more pertinent in view of the 
current materialistic, meaningful and 
politically correct environment. 

Ironically, communication modes 
(emails, Skype, etc.) have increased 
but communication among people 
and families has decreased. One such 
example is the 'Phubbing' syndrome 
wherein two friends, instead of 
speaking to each other, are furiously 
typing messages to someone else. 

This brings to mind a quote by Albert 
Einstein, which says, "I fear the day 
that technology will surpass our 
human interaction. The world will have 
a generation of idiots." 



Mahesh Reddy 




It is unfortunate that some people fail 
to realise the true value of festivals 
for the development of the mind and 
the body. Holidays that were meant 
to dispel the darkness spread by 
ignorance and break the monotony 
of a stressful daily life, are being 
casually frittered away. It is estimated 
that around Rs.5,000 crore worth of 
firecrackers are purchased during 
Diwali. Polluting materials emitted 
from them remain suspended in the 
air for a day. Crackers contain toxic 
substances that can affect people 
in different ways. Diwali should 
be associated with its traditional 
significance rather than pollution. 

People should celebrate festivals in their 
true spirit with respect towards one's 
surroundings and the people around us. 
Hope we can look forward to a Diwali 
that illuminates both homes as well as 
the lives of people. 

Have a safe and happy Diwali! |SP 



Plan for Diwali 

w 1 Feed the poor and distribute 
sweets amongst orphans. 

W Distribute fireworks to poor 
children and give your old clothes 
to needy people 

W The entire family should eat 
together. As the saying goes, 'The 
family that eats together and prays 
together stays together.' 

W Since Diwali is a festival of lights, 
people keep electric lanterns 
switched on throughout the night, 
leading to a huge load on the 
power supply. Sometimes, these 
lights are left on even during the 
day. It would be better to switch to 
oil lamps. 

W Buy diyas from individual sellers 
rather than big shops as they 
will be affordable. You will be 
encouraging a handicraft and 
supporting a local artisan. Use 
your creative talent to decorate the 
undecorated diyas. 

W Refrain from using expensive 
noisy crackers (Laxmi bombs etc.) 
that also lead to air and sound 
pollution along with unnerving 
the senior citizens , infants and 
animals. 



Significance 

It is said that diyas were lit as a 
celebration for Rama's homecoming 
to the kingdom of Ayodhya after 14 
years of exile and vanquishing the 
demon King, Ravana. Diyas represent 
the victory of good over evil. They 
also are a symbolic representation 
of the sun — the giver of light and life. 
A possible reason for the traditional 
use of fireworks could be that 
their fumes kill a lot of insects and 
mosquitoes that emerge after the 



rains. For the Rangoli, earlier, 
rice paste was used so ants would 
feed on it and stay out of their 
homes. On this day, people wake up 
during the 'Brahmamuhurta' (around 
4 am) which is supposed to be a 
healthy practice. In Tamil Nadu after 
the oil bath, a home-made concoction 
is consumed, which is supposed to 
prevent digestive problems that may 
arise due to feasting later in 
the day. 



Significance of the five days 



DAY 1 Dhanteras or Dhanvantari 
Trayodasi is derived from 'Dhan' 
meaning wealth and 'Teras', 
which as per the Hindu calendar, 
implies the 13th lunar day of a 
particular month. Also on this 
day, Lord Dhanvantari is believed 
to have emerged from the ocean 
with Ayurveda for the benefit 
of mankind. This day marks the 
beginning of Diwali celebrations. 
DAY 2 Choti Diwali or Naraka 
Chaturdasi when Lord Krishna 
killed the demon Narakasura 
DAY 3 The actual Diwali and 



Lakshmi Puja when the blessings 
of Goddess Lakshmi are sought. 

DAY 4 Govardhan puja (Lord 
Krishna told people to perform 
the puja of Govardhan mountain). 
This day is also dedicated as 
Padwa to the husband-wife 
relationship. 

DAY 5 Bhau-beej for brother-sister 
bonding. It is said that Yamraj 
(Lord of death) gave his sister 
a boon that whoever visits his 
sister on this day will be freed from 
the cycle of rebirth. This day marks 
the end of Diwali celebrations. 



Significance of other festivals 



In the North during Chhath puja the 
sun is worshipped in other places in 
India and on other occasions. 

Apart from the thanksgiving to 
nature, it could also be considered 
as a form of getting our required 
intake of a form of vitamin D by 
exposing oneself to the beneficial 
rays of the early morning sun. For 
the home-bound, apart from 
bone problems, deficiency of the 
vitamin could lead to more serious 
health risks. 

As per reports, Mumbaikars quite 
recently shared messages whereby 
they told people to burn camphor in 
the Holi bonfire to combat swine flu. 
Makar Sankranti is the day the sun 
enters the Tropic of Capricorn. The 
word 'Makar' means Capricorn and 
'Sankrant' means transition. On 
this day, people make offerings to 
animals and birds, particularly the 



cow. Similarly in Tamil Nadu, 

Makar Sankranti is known as 
Pongal. On this day, the cows and 
bulls are venerated. They are given 
a wash and fed even before the 
family eats. Cows produce milk, 
its dung has antiseptic properties 
and is used as fuel for cooking. 

Cow urine is prescribed in Ayurveda 
as a medicine. Similarly, the bull 
is used to plough the field and 
does not kill earthworms etc. 
that cause soil aeration unlike 
mechanical methods. 

Similarly the worship of trees 
could be considered as a form 
of conservation, of animals as 
prevention of cruelty and of planets, 
as having a beneficial impact on our 
health such as the sun. 

Apart from these festivals, many 
others too are celebrated that 
signify the victory of good over evil. 
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Akko 

A Medieval 
Mediterranean Gem 

I had won Cox & Kings' Grab Your Dream 
Contest and the prize was an all-expenses 
paid trip to Israel. During this trip, I was also 
reviewing a Canon 5D SR and EF ll-24mm f/4.0 
USM. Here is just a small glimpse of this trip. 




to 



Ajay Sood (Travelure) 
Canon Photo Mentor 



Ajay Sood (Travelure] is 
an accomplished travel 
photographer and a 
travelogue writer. His sole 
objective is to make the 
destinations he covers 
desirable. He has been 
profiled as Mastercraftsman 
in Smart Photography 
(May 2012]. He was 
on the jury of Canon 



Photomarathon in 2012 and has been nominated yet again 
in 2015. He is also an assignment photographer for National 
Geographic Traveller. 



He is a Canon Photo Mentor. Besides mentoring photography 
workshops, he leads photo-tours and contributes travelogues 
and features to various publications. He has a passion for 
capturing the sights, sounds and stories of places he visits. 

He has travelled across India extensively and to over 25 
countries across the globe. 



His 27 years in the communication industry have been his 
training ground, leading to his deep understanding of the 
visual medium, reflected in his unique compositions. More 
of his work may be seen at www.travelure.in. 'Winner of 
Grab Your Dream Season 2' photo contest organised by Cox & 
Kings and EzeeGo. 



Bird's Eye View of Haifa 





Cluster of lakes (these are not one, but 3 lakes) 



W hile we pride ourselves 
in having Varanasi as one 
of the oldest continually 
inhabited cities of the world, tiny 
Israel boasts of having one too - Akko 
(also called Acre). Here I am ignoring 
the oldest city, Jericho, that has 
been in existence for the last 7000 
years since it is in Palestine, which is 
technically a separate sovereign state. 

While modern day Akko is a city with 
a population of mere 50,000, it dates 
back to about 3000 BCE, also known 
to us as the early Bronze Age. Over 
these 5000 years, it has always been 
considered an important city for 



trading with the West. The old city 
of Akko has been accorded UNESCO 
World Heritage site status for multiple 
reasons. These include (but are not 
limited to): 

1. Though the city changed hands 
from Phoenicians to Assyrians, 
Egyptian Ptolemids, Syrian 
Seleucids, Romans, Arabs, Crusaders, 
Mamelukes, Ottomans, French, British 
and Israelis, the ancient structures are 
quite well preserved even today. 

2. Despite an entire Muslim period 
township having been built on top, 
large parts of medieval fortress from 



the Crusader era both, above and 
beneath the street level are still 
almost intact. 

3. A fortress-like city wall facing the 
Mediterranean Sea dating back to 
about 1900 BCE still holds forth. 

Akko lies to the north of Tel Aviv. The 
drive up from Tel Aviv to Akko will 
take you past Mount Carmel, Caesarea 
Aqueduct (a raised canal) and Haifa, 
all of them significant in their own 
right, over the last 2000-year history 
of modern-day Israel. 

As an ancient city, the place is milling 






Khan al-Umdan 



A view of ancient city seawall from seaside 
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Seaside Cafes and the old lighthouse 




with structures built by many faiths 
and religions and its population today 
is a mix of Jews, Arabs, Christians, 
Druze and Baha'is. Amongst the most 
notable of these structures are the 
City Walls, Jezzar Pasha Mosque, 
Hospitaller Fortress, Khan al-Umdan 
and Bahji Mansion (the holiest 
of Baha'i Shrines) that is just 
outside Akko. 

Its history has been bloody, mainly 
because of its significance as a port 
for trade. From a flourishing, buzzing 
city to almost a ghost town to a small 
fishing village to the most important 
pilgrim spot for Baha'is, Akko has been 
through the seesaw of times. 

Since it always had merchant visitors, 
it has many Caravanserais (inns) 
that were built for accommodating 
these business visitors; most notable 
was built in late 18th century CE. It 
has forty pillars and it is quite well 
preserved even now. Having so many 




Courtyard of the Hospitaller Fortress 
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View from Mount Carmel 



Templar's Tunnel 



70 



www.smartphotography.in 






pillars, it was rightly named Khan al- 
Umdan (Caravanserai of the pillars). 

It is so well preserved that a few years 
ago, there was a proposal to convert it 
into a luxury resort for tourists. 

The Hospitaller Fortress (generally 
called Crusader Fortress or 
Citadel) has been converted into an 
aesthetically pleasing museum that 
recounts the history of this town in 
medieval years from around 1000CE 
to around 1200CE. It was named 
Hospitaller Fortress as this was built 
as a hospital during the Crusades. 
There is also a tunnel inside called 
Templar's Tunnel (remember the 
secret order of Knights Templars 
prominently portrayed by Dan Brown 
in 'Da Vinci Code'?). 



Even to this day, Akko is a port town. 

It is a big draw for tourists, regardless 
of their faith. While walking on the sea 
wall, the deep blue of Mediterranean, 
Haifa skyline, an old lighthouse 
and a string of seaside cafes create 
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a delightful melange of ancient, 
medieval and modern times. 

While there, I also discovered that 
Akko also had its own share of 
adrenaline junkies. A few jet skis 
apart, there was a group of young men 
who were diving from the city wall 
into the sea beneath, a drop of about 
20 metres or more. What made it risky 
was the profusion of rocks around the 
base of the wall and this necessitated 
them to come sprinting to make the 
jump, so as not to land on these rocks! 
During the few minutes I was there, 

I saw them gleefully repeating these 
jumps a few times over. They were 
clearly having fun doing this. And sure 
enough, I was clearly having fun taking 
their pictures! 

During your visit to Israel, this may 
not be a town where you spend a 
night. But, at the same time, this also 
should not be a town that you give 
a miss. Its seaside is happening; the 
town is replete with heritage and old 
architectural marvels; and it is not too 
crowded. Do bookmark it 
for your Israel travel! |SP 
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Ashok Kandimalla 



Smart Photography has been continually receiving requests to start a basic course for beginners. With this in 
mind, we have asked a very knowledgeable photographer from Hyderabad to take over writing these articles. We 
have also requested him to be as jargon-free as it is possible, so that newcomers to photography feel comfortable 
to pursue the hobby. 

The author, Ashok Kandimalla has been in the photographic field for over three decades and has extensive 
experience in both film and digital photography. Being an electronics engineer by profession and a photographer, 
he possesses a unique and deep insight into the technical aspects of digital photography and equipment. He has 
published several articles on photography and some of his writings have also been published in the well-known 
international magazine Popular Photography. 

An avid collector of photographic books and vintage cameras, Ashok has a keen interest in the history of 
photography and a passion for sharing his knowledge on photography through teaching and writing. He is 
presently working as a Management and Engineering consultant. You can see his work at http://www.flickr.com/ 
photos/ashok_kandimalla. He can be reached at kashokk@gmail.com 



Lightroom - Part 3 

(Library module - Organising and finding your images) 



In Part 2 of the tutorial we saw how to import images 
from our library into our catalog called Smart Catalog. A 
catalog can have thousands of images. Organising them 
and finding the image you want can be a problem by itself. 
Recognizing this issue, Adobe Lightroom provides various 
tools to ease this task. We will look at these in detail now. 



M aking a Collection: A group of 
images in your catalog can be 
made into a 'Collection'. For 
example, you can make a collection of 
those images that you want to develop. 
Once you make a collection, then 
clicking on the name of the collection 
in the left panel (Picture 3-1/-1) 
will display images only from that 
collection. 



To create a collection, you need to click 
on the + symbol (Picture 3-1^13 to the 
right of Collections. In the pop-up 
menu that appears, choose Create 
Collection and type in the name you 
want to give the collection. Important 
- keep the check box Inside a 
Collection Set unchecked. Now, click 
on All Photographs (Picture 3-1/2). 
You can also click on Previous Import 
(Picture 3-1/3) if all the images you 
want to make into a collection are in 
the last imported set of images. Select 
the images that you want to add to 
the collection and then right click 




Picture 3-1: Screen showing Collections. The symbol 1 indicates arrow numbers. 
S-l^l Collections 
3-l 4 2 All photographs 
3-l 4 3 Show Previous Import 

3-1 4 4 Sub-collections under Trip to Ranthambore - All 
3-l 4 5 Birds sub-collection 
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on the name of the collection 
and in the pop-up menu that 
comes up choose Add Selected 
Photos to this collection. 

Alternatively, you can drag and 
drop the selected images on the 
name of the selection. You can 
add images to any collection 
anytime by following the same 
process. 

You can also add some more 
flexibility to this by making 
what is called a Collection Set. 

As before, in the left panel click 
on the + symbol, but choose 
Create Collection Set and 
type in the name you want to 
give this set of collections. Let 
us give this the name Trip to 
Ranthambore - All. Here too, 
keep the check box Inside a 
Collection Set unchecked. Now, 
click on the + symbol, choose Create 
Collection and create three collections 
one after the other as - Birds, Other 
Animals and Tigers. 

Now, simply click on each of them 
and drag and drop them on Trip to 
Ranthambore - All, one after the 
other. You will observe that these 
have become sub-collections of the 
Trip to Ranthambore - All collection 
(Picture 3-1/4]. You can add images 
to each of these sub-collections as 
already explained. Clicking on Trip 
to Ranthambore - All collection will 
show all the Ranthambore images and 
clicking on any sub-collection will show 
only those images in the sub-collection. 
In Picture 3-1/5, Birds Sub-Collection 
has been selected. Thus, only those 
images in the Birds Collection within 
Trip to Ranthambore - All Collection 
are being shown. 

Recall that you have picked images 
for developing (Part 2 of the Tutorial). 
Now, you can select the filter for 
showing only picked images, select 
all of them and make them into a 
collection. You can call it Images for 
Processing, for example. 

Images can be in multiple collections 
too. As an example, images you have 
picked for developing can be in the 
collection Images for Processing as 
well as another collection like Tigers. 




To rename a collection, right click on 
the collection name, choose Rename 
and type in the new name. When 
you want to remove images from any 
collection, choose the collection first, 
select the images, then right click 
on any selected image and choose 
Remove from collection. Remember 
that those images which have been 
removed from the collection will still 
remain in the catalog. 

Adding Key words: These are sort 
of tags that you give to your images 
so that you can retrieve the images 
easily later. There is no set standard 
for defining a keyword. However, you 
have to think carefully and make a list 
of keywords, making sure that they 
don't simply proliferate. Whenever 
you want to create a new keyword 
see if something similar already exists 
and if there is really a need for a new 
keyword. 

I strongly suggest that if you are going 
to use this feature, you better look at 
all (or at least most recent of) your 
images cursorily and come with a 
set of keywords that are relevant to 
you. You must also make a note of all 
keywords, somewhere say in note book 
or MS-Word file. You must resist the 
temptation of simply adding keywords 
that may overlap or that may be 
redundant. Also, make sure that each 
keyword is spelled correctly. As far 



Picture 2: Screen shot for keywords. 

3-2 l l Keyword list 

3-2 1 2 To see all keywords click on this triangle 

3-2 ^ 3 All Photographs 

3-2 ^4 Previous Import 

3-2 1 5 Keywording 

3-2 1 6 Space for entering keywords 

3-2 l 7 Painter Tool 

3-2^8 Filter bar 

3-2 l 9 Left panel 

3-2 ^ 10 Library Menu 



Lightroom goes Tiger and Tigar are 
not the same! 

Keywords have an inherent issue. 

If they are too broad like "Tiger", a 
keyword search may result in too many 
images being displayed and hence 
finding the needed image may be time 
consuming. If you make it very precise 
like "Tiger #T24" then you will land up 
with too many keywords making the 
search process itself arduous as you 
have to try out a number of keywords 
before you find the image you want. 

So, as with many things in life this is an 
issue of trade off. 

My suggestion is to keep keywords 
broad but use them along collections to 
narrow down. For this you can choose 
the Collection and then use the key or 
you can also do vice versa - choose key 
word first and then select a Collection. 

An image can have multiple keywords, 
for example you can give keywords, Big 
Cats and Tigers to the same image. Just 
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make sure that the words are relevant. 
So, this image will be displayed when 
filtering is done on Big Cats or Tigers. 



Creating keywords, tagging an 
image, etc.: There are many ways to 
create keywords but what I explain 
here is perhaps the simplest. On the 
right panel, click on the + sign to the 
left of the Keyword List (Picture 
3-2^1). You can enter all keywords 
here one after other. Keep all the 
boxes unchecked. I have entered the 
following keywords for our tutorial. 



Antelopes, Birds, Tigers, Big Cats, 
Insects, Birthdays, Weddings: 

Expanding the keyword list by clicking 
the little triangle ◄ will show you all 
the keywords (Picture 3-2^2) you have 
entered. These will be sorted in the 
alphabetic order. To delete a keyword 
simply right click on that keyword and 
choose Delete. 



You now have the keywords but you 
have not yet tagged images with these 
appropriately. If you are doing this 
exercise of tagging for the first time, 
click on All Photographs (Picture 
3-2^3) or if you are doing it only for 
the images just imported, you can 
click on Previous Import (Picture 
3-2H). Activate Grid View and select 
those images for which you want to 
attach a particular keyword. Let us say 
you want to tag the images with the 
keyword Antelopes for the relevant 
images. Go to the right panel and 
expand Keywording (Picture 3-2^5). 
Now click in the space below Keyword 
Tags (Picture 3-2 i 6) and start entering 
Antelopes. Since it is already there in 
the keyword list, Lightroom prompts 
you making the task easier. You can 
enter multiple keywords in the same 
way (separated by commas) and finally 
hit Enter. All the images you had 
selected will now get tagged by this 
keyword Antelopes plus any others 
that you might have entered. 

There is also another way to tag your 
images with Keywords. If you look 
just to right of view icons (above the 
Filmstrip), you will find an icon that 
looks like an aerosol can. This is called 
the Painter Tool (Picture 3-2^7). If 
you click on this, a window appears to 
its right. In this, enter the keywords 
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you want to tag. To tag a keyword 
to a single photo, bring your cursor, 
which now looks like the Painter Tool, 
over the thumbnail and click. To tag 
multiple photos, go to Grid view and 
click and drag the Painter Tool (that is 
called painting) across the photos that 
you want to tag. 

To un-tag keywords, execute the 
same steps with the Painter Tool just 
described, but with ALT key pressed 
simultaneously (you will observe the 
cursor has changed into an eraser) 
as you paint. This will remove the 
keywords! 

Once you have tagged an image with 
a keyword, there is a very simple 
way to know what those keywords 
are. Just select the image and the 
keyword (s) that have been tagged to 
that image will be shown in the area 
below Keywording (Picture 3-2 i 5). 

If you select multiple images then all 
the keywords that have been tagged to 
multiple images will be shown. If there 
are keyword (s) that are not common to 
all images, then they will also be shown 
but with an asterisk (*) next to them. 

You have now seen how to tag and 
un-tag (if needed) images. Next is 
to use them. The main purpose of 
the keyword is to retrieve images or 
filter those that have a particular 
keyword (s). Fortunately, after all 
the trouble you have taken to create 
keywords, using them is very simple. 
This is how you do it. Go to the area 
below Keyword List (Picture 3-2 i l). 
Here you will find a list of all the 
keywords. Just keep the cursor on the 
keyword of interest and then move the 
cursor to the right. A small white arrow 
will appear, pointing to the right. Just 
click on it and all the images with that 
keyword will appear in the Preview 
area. 

If you want to remove the effect of the 
keyword filtering, click on None on 
the filter bar (Picture 3-2 i 8). Just in 
case you don't see it, pressing the "\" 
(backslash) key will bring it up. 

Important 

Remember that the panel on the left 
(Picture 3-2 i 9) has some entries like 

All Photographs, Previous Imports, 



Folders and various Collections that 
you might have created. These take 
precedence over keywords. What 
does that mean? As an example, let us 
say you have selected the Collection 
Trip to Ranthambore - All. Then if 
you select filtering on the keyword 
Birds, only those bird images from the 
Collection Trip to Ranthambore - All 
will be shown. You might have tagged 
some images from the Collection Zoo 
Park_2015-02-15 with the keyword 
Birds, but they will not appear. If 
you want to show all the images in 
your entire catalog tagged with Birds 
keyword then, you should first choose 
from the left panel All Photographs 
(Picture 3-2 i 3). 

Stacks: If you have been photographing 
action (like birds in flight or sports) 
you must be using the burst mode 
of your camera to capture a short 
sequence of images with the intention 
of selecting one which is at the peak of 
action. While this is a good approach 
(so long as it does not degenerate into 
'spray and pray'), you will often land up 
with large set of similar looking images 
which clutter up the Grid view. If you 
want to keep a set of images like this 
in a compact form, you can take the 
help of what is called Stacking. This 
creates a stack of images piled up on 
one another much like a pack of playing 
cards. This is how you do it: 

First select the images that you want to 
pile into a stack. Remember this - the 
first selected image appears on the top 
of the stack and will be visible to you. 
While the top image on the stack can 
be changed, what I just said is easier 
to do. So, make sure you first select an 
image that represents the stack well or 
that you can recognize easily. After this 
keep selecting all the images that you 
want to keep in the stack in any order. 
After the section is over, right click on 
any image and from the menu, select as 
follows: Stacking > Group into stack 

All the images that you have selected 
will become a stack and the first 
selected image will be on the top of 
the stack for you to recognize. Not 
only that, a little white badge with 
a number appears on the left top of 
the thumbnail, to tell you that it is 
a stacked set. The number tells the 
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number of images that are in the stack. 
Just click on that badge to expand the 
stack. When you move the cursor from 
one image of the stack to another, the 
little white badge starts appearing on 
the thumbnail telling the number of 
that image in the stack. Clicking on 
this badge of the first stacked image 
will cause the stack to be reassembled. 
If you want to dismantle the stack 
permanently, right click on the 
thumbnail of the stacked set and select, 
Stacking > Unstack 
So, in summary stacking is a short hand 
way of showing the images. While not 
terribly important, it will definitely 
help you tidy up your Grid view. 

Remove Image (s) from the catalog, 
Delete from disk, Rename image 
files, Move Images from one folder 
to another: Before you see how these 
tasks can be done, there is something 
very important that you need to 
remember. All these actions affect the 
Catalog structure, since it remembers 
each image (file) name and location. 

So, if you want to perform any of 
these operations, you must do them 
through Lightroom only and not 
through Windows Explorer or in some 
other way. If you do not follow this, 
then the Lightroom Catalog and its 
associated database will be disturbed. 
This will cause the entire history of 
edits, keywords, etc. associated with 
that image(s) to be lost. 

If the image you want to remove is 
in a collection, first remove it from 
the collection, as explained. Next, 
display the images in the Grid view 
and select the image or images you 
want to remove. Now right click on 
any selected image and from the menu, 
select Remove Photo 

This will give you three options - 

Cancel, Remove and Delete from 
Disk. 

The first will abort the command, the 
second will remove the images from 
the catalog but will keep them on your 
disk. The last option will remove them 
from your catalog, delete them from 
your disk and send them to recycle bin. 

To rename, go to the Library Menu 
(Picture 3-2^9) or simply press F2 on 



your keyboard. You can rename a single 
or many image files in one go. To start, 
select the image or the images. Then, 
from the Library Menu, Library > 
Rename Photo or press F2 

This is a very flexible command with 
which you can rename the images in a 
number of ways. You will be presented 
with a menu that will give you several 
options. Just choose what you want as 
they are fairly easy to use. 

While there is no need generally to 
move the image files since you have 
organized them in a very structured 
way, sometime this may be needed. 
Fortunately this is very simple to do. 
Simply click on the thumbnail and drag 
and drop it on the destination folder 
name (on left panel). That is all to it. 

Rename Folder, Remove folder 
from catalog: These actions too affect 
the catalog and hence must be done 
through Lightroom only. Right click 

on the folder name in the left panel 
and then choose Rename and then 
enter the new name for the folder. 



To remove a folder, right click on the 
folder name and then choose Remove. 
A popup menu will appear and if you 
click on Remove, the folder along with 
its contents will be removed from the 
catalog but it will still be on your disk. 

Backing up your catalog: Just as 
important as backing up of images 
is the backing up your catalog which 
contains vital information such as 
Smart Previews, collections, keywords 
as well as all the edits. Fortunately, this 
is rather simple. Just copy the folder 
D:Smart Catalog to any convenient 
location in J: (which is your external 
disk). This will create a backup. This, 
combined with the Smart Catalog 
folder in D:, you will have a 1+1 set 

Picture 3-3: Thumbnail with its badges. 

3-3 l l File name of the image. 

3-3 l 2 Image has been tagged with a keyword. 

3-3^3 Image is a part of a collection. Click on this to 
know the collections of which this image is a part. 

3- 3 l 4 Flag (white flag for "Picked" or 'x" flag for 
rejected]. 

Smart Preview available. 

3-3 l 6 Click on this to rotate the image 90 s counter 
clockwise. 

3-3 l 7 Click on this to rotate the image 90 Q clockwise. 
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(two copies, one original + one backup) 
as I always recommend. You can do this 
perhaps once a week or so. 

Lightroom also automatically 
creates a Backup folder within the 
Smart Catalog folder. This is not as 
comprehensive as backing up the entire 
Smart Catalog folder which I have 
suggested. So, please backup the whole 
folder as I have just described. 

What a thumbnail can tell you: It may 

be just a humble thumbnail but it can 
give you a lot of information through 
"badges" (Picture 3-3) that are present. 
When you develop any image even 
more badges will appear, as you will 
see later. This is for now. 

Some Important Points, Tips, and 
shortcuts: 

• Once the images have been added to 
catalog don't rename, move them to 
another location or delete them. If 

you want to do any of these activities 
they must be done within Lightroom 
only. Same is the case with folders too. 

If you do not follow this, errors will 
result. 



CONCLUSION 



• While you can create a collection 
any time you want, the best time to 
do it is immediately after importing 
a subfolder. Import a sub-folder, 
click on Previous Imports and then 
select all the images that appear on 
in the Grid view and then make a 
collection with same name as the 
subfolder. This way your collections 
will directly correspond to your sub- 



folders in the image library. 

• There are several check boxes you 
have not touched. Don't worry as they 
will get set to default values which are 
rather fine for initial stages. 

Table 3-1 gives you some shortcuts 
to help you use the Library module 
efficiently. |SP 



Table 3-1 - Shortcuts 


Shortcut 


What it does 


Shift + Tab Key 


Switches off the panels and increases the image 
viewing area. This is useful in Survey view for 
example. 


Double click on a thumbnail 


Takes you to Loupe view. Pressing Esc will take 
you back to Grid view. 


\ (Backslash key) 


Toggles Filter bar on and off. 


G key 


Grid view 


N key 


Survey view. 


L key 


Lights dimmed and off. If you press L for the 
first time the entire background like panels, 
etc. will be dimmed and if you press L again the 
background will become pure black. Pressing L 
again (3rd time) will take you back to original 
view. 


Rotation arrows on 
thumbnails 


Clicking on them will rotate the image counter 
clockwise or clockwise (Picture 3-3^6 & 
3-3^7). 



This article concludes the tutorials on the 
Library module. The topics covered under 
this module in the present and the previous 
two articles are: 

• Creation of an image library with a proper 
structure to facilitate easy cataloging 

• Process for taking backups 

• Creating a Lightroom Catalog 

• Deleting rejected (that is unwanted) 
images 

• Selecting images for developing 

• Making collections 



• Tagging images with keywords 

• Stacks 

• Moving, renaming and deleting images 
and folders 

• Backing up your catalog 

• What a thumbnail can tell you 

• Tips and short cuts 

There are a few operations that concern 
Library module that have not been covered 
as yet, but they will make sense only after 
you see the Develop module in detail. So, 
they will be covered later. You are now 
ready to move to development of images. 



Next month: The basics of the Develop module. 
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Photography 







Saritha Dattatreya 



Saritha Dattatreya has a full-time job with a 
reputed education company. When it comes to 
photography her first love and expertise lies 
in creative macro and nature images. She also 
enjoys creating images of food, abstracts, travel 
and different dimensions of street life. She is 
associated with DCP Workshops and Expeditions 
as a Panel Expert. She conducts workshops 
on basic & advanced photography and digital 
image processing. Saritha is also a mentor to 
photographers at experimental workshops on 
long exposure techniques, silhouettes, highlights, 
shadows and various other themes. She intensely 
relishes every moment by integrating this form of 
^art into her daily life. 



I ndia is a land of various cultures, 
religions, traditions and many 
languages. In ancient days, there 
was a good reason to celebrate every 
occasion and hence there was a 
festival for every single day in the year. 
For instance, one day was celebrated 
as a ploughing day, the next as a 
planting day, another as a weeding day 
and so on. Now with a busy schedule 
that people have, the number has 
come down to around 7-10 festivals 
annually. Each and every festival is 
celebrated in a unique way according 
to the beliefs and the history behind 
it. These are the moments to rejoice, 
for family get-togethers, rituals, 
feasts, and most importantly, to create 
striking and colourful photographs. 

Indian festivals are a treasure-trove 
of photographic moments - the right 



time to pull out all your lenses - normal, 
wide-angles, telephotos and macros - 
to create a wide range of photo styles, 
subjects and compositions. Using your 
imagination and visualisation, you can 
beautifully document the celebrations 
photographically. Festivals like Diwali, 
Ramadan, Holi, Christmas, Durga pooja, 
Onam and many other regional festivals 
create excellent opportunities to 
capture the burst of colours, patterns, 
emotions, spirit and joy of the people. 
The fundamental aspect about creating 
festival images are picking out the 
moments that define the essence, 
energy and life of the occasion. Even 
if it is not feasible to travel around 
the country, there are photography 
opportunities in abundance right at 
the place where you live; it is all about 
keeping your eyes wide-open and 
looking around. 
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Equipment 

Any camera that you have will do, but 
a decent flash is often needed for close- 
by subjects if you plan to shoot in the 
evening or at night. If you own a D-SLR, 
you could consider carrying few extra 
lenses that could cover all the aspects of 
the festival. We will cover how each lens 
can make a difference to a particular 
style of image. You will also need to 
carry your tripod if you intend to shoot 
in the early mornings or late evenings 
and for long exposures. Carry spare 
memory cards as well as extra batteries. 

Camera Settings 

Beginners may shoot in Program (P) 
mode which automatically selects 
the required aperture and shutter 
speed depending on the lighting 
conditions and the set ISO. Advanced 
photographers can use Aperture 



Priority mode to control the depth 
of field in their images. Manual 
exposure mode can also be used if 
you intentionally need to over-expose 
or under-expose your shots to create 
high key or low key images. White 
Balance setting would depend on the 
lighting conditions. If you shoot in 
Raw, you could compare the various 
White Balance presets in your Raw 
Converter and select the one that you 
like the best! AI Focus (Canon) / AF-C 
(Nikon) helps in capturing moving 
subjects and candid moments. 

The more you know about the 
festival, the better you can capture 
its spirit and essence! 

Always research and gather details in 
advance through the internet or local 
contacts about the festival that you 
wish to photograph. This helps you 



in documenting minute details of the 
festival like the delicacies, the temples 
where the festival is celebrated, 'rangoli' 
moments, people dressed up in bright 
garments for the occasion, group dances 
if any, and more. Researching also helps 
in pre-planning and pre-visualisation, 
which are the important aspects of 
creating images with impact. 

Take consent 

People are generally happy and in a 
joyous mood when they are celebrating 
festivals, dressed up in their best clothes. 
They would love to be photographed. 

At times though, depending on the kind 
of people you are photographing, you 
may have to seek consent or permission 
before taking their pictures. This is to 
avoid any undesirable situation if the 
person does not like to be photographed 
by a stranger. 
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Ramadan 

In the second half of the year, 
celebrations begin with Ramadan. 
Ramadan is considered as the most 
holy month of the year for the muslim 
community. It is the ninth month of 
the Islamic lunar calendar. The most 
important aspects of this festival are 
prayers, fasting and charity. During 
this month, every day, muslims 
around the world spend the daylight 
hours observing a complete fast. After 
the sun sets, the fast is broken with 
a meal called 'iftar'. They eat dates, 
nuts and have sweet drinks to provide 
instant energy. This is followed by 
other eatables and dessert. Prayers 
at night after a day of fasting is an 
important aspect of the rituals and is 
done for the purpose of eradicating 
the sins that have been committed. 
Ramadan is a time to practice self- 
restraint, purify the body and soul 
from impurities and devote oneself to 
the worship of God. 

Eid-ul-Fitr marks the end of 
Ramadan, the holy month of fasting 
for the muslims. Around the world, 



they celebrate 
the festival with 
lights, feast and 
decorations. 
During the 
celebrations, 
people dress in 
their best clothes, 
visit their family 
and friends, feed 
the poor and make 
contributions to 
their mosques. 

The days of 
Ramadan offer 
the perfect time 
to document 
the festive 
atmosphere, 
prayers, shopping 
activities and 
delicious food. 

These are the days 
when the areas of 
traditional muslim 
population are 
most vibrant, filled 
with energy, spirit 



and culture. It offers a perfect 
time for capturing the rituals, 
prayers, festival atmosphere, 
shopping activities, rich food 
and decorations. 

Photographing these festivities 
from roof tops with your 
'normal' lens or 'standard 
zoom' can offer unusual 
views. Close-up shots of 



deliciously cooked food and even raw 
ingredients can be photographed 
using a macro lens or any other close- 
focussing lens. 



Keep your eyes open to capture the 
happiness of the children on the 
streets, their various emotions and 
their joy in the simple moments 
that the children on the streets 
usually have. 



82 



www.smartphotography.in 




Diwali 

Diwali, or Deepavali as it is 
sometimes called, is an ancient 
Hindu festival celebrated every 
year. The festival signifies the 
victory of light over darkness. 
Different states celebrate Diwali 
for different reasons. Some 
consider it as an important 
harvest festival, some believe 
it to be the celebration of 
the marriage of Lakshmi and 
Lord Vishnu; for some, Diwali 
signifies the return of Lord 
Rama along with Sita and 
Lakshman from his long exile 
after vanquishing Ravana. 

In Jainism, Diwali signifies 
the event of Lord Mahavira 



Full-length shots could be 
taken using your 50mm 
lens on a full-frame 
camera body (35mm on 
APS-C sensor bodies). 
Close-ups of fine details 
could be had using a 
macro lens. An entire 
collection of Ganesha 
statues could be taken 
using a wide-angle lens. 



Ganesh Chaturthi 

Ganesh Chaturthi is one 
of the most important 
Hindu festivals celebrated 
throughout India. This day 
is celebrated as the birthday 
of Lord Ganesha, the most- 
loved elephant-headed God. 
Elaborately crafted statues 
of Lord Ganesha in various 
sizes are brought home 
and prayers are offered 
throughout the ten day 
festival period. People 
offer 'aartis' and pay their 
respect to the elephant God, 
who is considered as the 
'provider of intelligence'. 

His name is mentioned 
in respect before starting 
any new venture. At the 
end of the 10-day festival, 
the statues are taken and 
submerged in a nearby lake, river 
or sea. 



This is a wonderful opportunity to 
create 'behind the scene' images before 
the festival begins. In most towns, 
villages and cities, the preparation of 
Ganesha statues begins six months 
prior to the festival. There are some 
communities that are engaged only in 
this activity throughout the year. 
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attached by different states to this 
grand festival. This festival creates a 
wonderful mood to capture fireworks, 
houses decorated with lights, multi- 
colour 'rangolis', sweets, various 
delicacies and earthenware oil lamps. 

Capture the emotions and joy of 
kids lighting crackers in the evening 
hours, lanterns displayed in stores 
and homes, and the decorations in the 
local market with your wide-angle 
and telephoto lenses. With your macro 
or prime lens, get close-up images of 
'diyas' and earthen lamps with creative 
backgrounds. You can capture the 
mouth-watering feasts prepared at 
home for the occasion and add these to 
your food photography portfolio. 

Do not miss out on photographing 
'rangoli' patterns and the colourful 
designs on the floors. Rangoli is an 
amazing art, which is practiced across 
the country. There are competitions 
held every year to encourage this form 
of art during some festivals. This is one 
of the best ways to capture the range 
of striking and attractive colours in 
artistic patterns. The woman in the 
image 'Art of the moment-Rangoli time' 
has created the face of the Goddess 
with grains, dhals and rangoli colours. 

The whole country glows under the 
light of lamps, candles and fireworks 
on this day. Let your photos show the 
magnificent beauty of the occasion with 
your imagination. 
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Holi 

Holi is known as the festival of 
colours. It also signifies the triumph 
of good over evil. The celebrations 
commence a night before the Holi 
festival with a bonfire where people 
gather around, sing and dance. 



The next day - the actual Holi day 
- the participating groups throw 
colour on each other and enjoy 
in the merrymaking. The festival 
offers an unforgettable experience 
of photographing vibrant subjects 
playing with colours. 



Protecting your 
camera gear is an 
obvious concern. 
Steps need to be 
taken to cover the 
camera in a soft 
plastic bag, thus 
preventing any 
colour (dry powder 
or liquid) getting 
into the camera. 

You could even 
try commercially 
available camera rain 
covers. 

Christmas 

Christmas is 
celebrated all 
over the world on 
25th December 
commemorating the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 
One of the most 
widely practiced 
customs is attending 
midnight mass 
on Christmas Eve 

followed by spending time with family 
and friends , wearing new clothes 
and having a festival meal along with 
exchanging gifts. Homes and stores are 
replete with vibrant Christmas stars, 
trees are decorated with small electric 
lamps. Some people dress up as Santa 
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Consider long exposures 
for special effects 

Long exposures can provide 
unusual and artistic feel to the 
images. This involves taking 
photographs with longer 
exposures, ranging from 1 
second to 30 seconds or even 
more. See the image at the 
bottom left. A bright light was 
moved from the right to left 
and vice versa in a zig zag 
pattern. The shutter was kept 
open for about 5 secs. This 
has created a special effect in 
the background. 

The Durga mata image was 
exposed for 10 seconds at 



Claus and distribute chocolates 
as well as gifts to children. 
Christmas is a great festival to 
capture some striking images of 
the sparkling baubles and tree 
decorations. 

Some stunning bokeh images can 
be created by playing with focus 
and lens; the right time to do this 
will be on festival days because 
most of the markets, stores 
and houses will be decorated 
with attractive lights and lamps 
during Christmas, Diwali, 
Ramadan and Ganesh festival 
days. This technique takes a bit 
of experimenting, but it is very 
simple to create good images, 
the shot needs to be taken at 
the larger end of the aperture 
available, this throws the lights 
or bright objects in the images 





out of focus. It is 
recommended 
that there is some 
element in focus 
to make the image 
more interesting, 
the subject might 
be a lamp, 
a person or 
something else in 
the foreground. 
Any standard 
zoom or prime 
lens can be used 
to create these 
images. 



f/20. The lights of the moving vehicles 
have left a colourful trail, balancing the 
statue on the left. 

So grab your camera, head out to 
any festival celebrations near your 
home and have a great time capturing 
all the aspects and moments of the 
occasion and merrymaking. Apart 
from taking the photos, stop shooting 
every now and then, participate in the 
celebrations and take time to enjoy 
those moments too. 

Happy Festival and Celebration 
Clicking! |SP 
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Having crossed over 20 active years in commercial photography 
Dilip Yande says his forte is Fashion and Portrait photography He 
believes variety is the spice of life, and to keep himself motivated he 
does a lot of tabletop as well. For Dilip, names like Rembrandt, Renoir, 
Gauguin, Picasso, Turner, Monet are household names because of his 
childhood that was spent in a lineage of fine arts. This 'fine art' reflects 
in his work because he feels that there is always a little bit of 'you' in 
everything one does. Having shot for many advertising agencies, juried 
a few competitions, mentored many workshops, and guided many 
photographers in their formative years, for Dilip, photography is just 
another way to romance his first love - art. He may be contacted at 
dilipyande@gmail.com. 



Dilip Yande 



Festive Stock Photography 



R ight from the Southern tip to the 
North - foot hills of Himalayas 
and East coast states like 
Orissa to the West coast states like 
Gujarat, Karnataka and Maharashtra 
etc, cultures vary in their own way. 
During festival days such traditions 
are displayed through emotions and 
rituals and are enjoyed by people of 
respective communities. Such festivals 
often represent days of either historical 
or mythological significance to that 
community of people. 

These traditions and festivities create 
plenty of photographic opportunities. 
Whether it is documenting a household 
ritual or a mega event at an ancient 
temple or an event on the banks of a 
holy river where hundreds of sages 
plunge for a bath and perform rituals, 
these offer ample opportunities to 
capture interesting and artistic shots. 

People are generally in a spending 
mood during the festival days and 
like to socialise to share their joys 
with others. During these days, if 
one observes the advertisements 
in newspapers and magazines or 
television commercials, all have 
some 'festive flavour' in them. The 
concepts and visuals are entirely based 
on the festivals. 

Hence this is a good opportunity for 
photographers to conceptualise and 
shoot commercially viable pictures 



with the intention of using them 
for magazine covers, informative 
articles or to create an image bank 
for future use. 

In this article I would like to give you 
few tips as to how one can execute 
them. 

It is very important to study the 
culture before planning any shoot 
of this sort; any wrong styling may 
send a wrong message or hurt the 
emotions of a community. Customs 
that are dying can be depicted 
through these pictures. This refreshes 
the minds of the older generations 
making them remember the 'good old 
days' - the result is that your well- 
shot pictures have all the chances of 
becoming a collector's item. Styling, 
casting, composition and lighting 
always play a major role in creating 
them. The more you know about a 
certain culture or festival, 
more nuances of the same can be 
depicted while shooting. Some 
pictures could be neutral, offering 
wider possibilities as to where they 
could be used. 

Keep this in mind that any stock of 
pictures you wish to do, always shoot 
on a RAW format. You may keep a 
JPEG file along with the same for 
safety purpose. If you are confident 
then you may take a picture of the 
model against a desired background 



or against a white background, so 
that the buyer of this image can easily 
change the background to suit his 
purpose or colour scheme. 

Picture 1: Photographs for a cover 
page always have to be taken in a 
vertical format, unless the book/ 
magazine is in a horizontal format. 
Care has to be taken that while 
framing one does not chop off the 
hand or any body part of the model, 
as this can look very odd. Picture 
1 is a typical photograph generally 
preferred by vernacular magazines 
during Diwali time. Care has to be 
taken that there is space on top of 
the model in order to accommodate 
the magazine's name. There has 
to be sufficient space around her 
body which can be filled with 
the other content stories of the 
magazine. During the festive season, 
publications usually prefer bright and 
happy pictures to match the mood of 
the festival. Black dominating covers 
are avoided at least during this time. 
One has to study the traditional 
dress code and use the same on the 
model to bring out the right mood. 
Props play a major role.The picture 
should be a kind of a 'welcoming shot' 
for the viewer. 

Picture 2: A hand painted cloth 
backdrop was used in this picture. 

Old props (vessels) that are for 
early morning bathing during Diwali 
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time 'style' the shot. This has added 
to the retro feel of the picture. The 
flower garlands generally put on the 
doors have been made a part of the 
composition by placing them at the top. 
A thermocole pillar painted brown with 
acrylic colors as an additional prop to 
add to the 'vintage' feel. The picture 
was taken to remind the viewers of the 
dying customs enjoyed during Diwali. 

Picture 3: North India has a festival 
called 'Karwaa choutth'. On this 
occasion, at night, the young bride 
holds a sieve and through this, looks 
at the moon, prays and wishes for 
good health and future for her 
husband. Hence to symbolise night, a 
dark background was taken and 'cut- 
light' was passed through a grid with 
blue gelatin. 
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Pictures 4 and 5: 

Festival of Navratri 
and Durga Pooja 
are predominant in 
Bengal and even in 
metro cities of other 
states. Hence in this 
picture a model 
wearing a traditional 
Bengali saree and 
ornaments has 
been symbolically 
shot suggesting the 
rituals followed in 
this festival. 

Picture 6: This 
picture can be 
treated as a neutral 
shot. It can be used 
to symbolise many 
Maharashtrian 
festivals as this is 
showing two married 
women decked in 
traditional jewellery 
and interacting with 
each other. 
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Picture 7: If one is short of 
a proper traditional wear, 
then a simple embroidered 
shawl can solve your problem. 
Covering the model gracefully 
gives a very traditional look 
suggesting a festive mood. 



Picture 8: The mood and 
props in the picture are 
enough to suggest which time 
of the year and which festival 
we are talking about. One 
may take a liberty of shooting 
such pictures of models or 
even your friends/family 
members for printing 
personal greeting cards. |SP 



Credit Lines: 

Models: Mona Bhavsar, 
Sajida Shah, Riya Madhgut, 
Tanvi Malpekar, Priyanka 
Mhapankar 

Makeup/ Hair: Anup Das, 
Prashant Ujawane 
Pics: Dilip Yande 
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Yogesh Chavan - is a nature and wildlife 
photographer. A naturalist and 'Skipper' 
with DCP, which specialises in wildlife 
photography, Yogesh is also a degree holder 
from Sir. J. J. Institute of Applied Arts, 
Mumbai. His articles and photographs have 
been published in " Maharashtra Unlimited ” 
of MTDC and "Hornbill" ofBNHS. He did his 
first photography training workshop way 
back in 1980, during the non- digital, black 
& white era. 



Yogesh Chavan 



Selection of 

Background in 



the Wild 



Very often, the difference between a good 
photograph and a great one is subtle. Sometimes, 
it's obvious. Nature photographers go to great 
lengths to locate their subjects but often forget 
to consider a vital element that could turn a good 
picture into a great picture. 



P hotography in natural wilderness 
is itself a challenging task. Unlike 
the studio, hardly anything is in 
your control - the angle, the lighting, 
your position, the time period for 
which the subject may be available etc. 
Yet, all efforts have to be made to 
make the image as good as possible. 
Visually, two important things 'make' 
or 'break' an image - the subject and 
its background. 

One may shoot the subject with great 
technical precision, with sharp focus, 
using correct aperture and also with 
the right kind of lighting. But what 
'lifts' the subject and makes the 
whole image overall impressive, is the 
background. In fact, I would give 51% 
importance to the background and 
49% to the subject! However skilfully 
you may have shot a subject, it will not 
be highlighted unless the background 
does justice to its overall visual impact. 

Imagine yourself in a wild jungle and 
you see a subject. If it is a moving 
subject - like a mammal or a bird or a 
reptile - your instant reaction would 
be to take a record shot (with existing 
camera settings) so that you manage to 
get at least one 'insurance' shot. Once 
you have done that and you realise that 
your subject is not all that shy and you 
have scope to click few more pictures, 
you then check and adjust your camera 
settings for the best possible shot. 
Examining the subject, based on the 
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light falling on it, you manage to set the 
exposure options at their technical best 
and also end up exposing the subject 
with great precision. 

Now comes the time when you have 
some extra time on hand and start 
comparing your pictures with that of 
your fellow photographers. You are 
wondering that somehow, someone 
else's picture looks more 'eye catching' 
than yours. 

Why is that? 

Either consciously or unknowingly, 
your friend has managed to place the 
subject in front of a complimenting 
background! Let me put it this way. He 
has managed to 'place himself' at such 
an angle that a befitting background 
falls right behind his subject, which has 
given that edge to his image, making it 
more 'stunning'. 

Consider this simple example: we 
cannot see the stars in day time. But 
yet, they are there, only visible when 
there is a contrasting dark background 
at night. In this example itself lies the 
answer. Imagine a 'grey scale' from 
white to black with 10 in-between 
shades of grey. 

All colours have tonal values, which will 
match or come very close to any one of 
these shades on the 'grey scale'. 

Thus, a very simple rule which can be 




www.smartphotography.in 




The best way to achieve this while 
shooting in nature is to take a mid-shot 
or a long-shot of the subject and check 
the possibilities of the background in 
that image itself. This method makes it 
simpler, as it is very difficult to 'search' 
for an apt background directly in the 
wild, provided your eyes and mind are 
trained for it, which of course happens 
with experience. 



Your mid-shot or long-shot itself will 
help you decide where you need to 
position yourself - whether to move 
slightly up or down, or left or right or 
may be some other position - so as to 
get the near-perfect background exactly 
behind your subject. Once decided, go 
for the final shot. 



Sometimes you may have to experiment 
- by trial-and-error - till you get it 
right. It is always preferable to have 
an 'eye-catching' image and compel 
the viewer to take a second look than 
otherwise. 



Besides the tonal value contrast, the 
effect of complimentary colours can 
also be put to use where ver/whenever 
possible. Blue and orange, violet and 
yellow or red and green are contrasting 
colours. If your subject is yellow, then a 
violet background would be best suited 
and vice-versa; similarly for the other 
two sets of complimentary colours. 



Of course the difference of 3-4 steps of 
tonal values has to be kept in mind even 
while following the colour contrasts. 

If the colours are complimentary but 
of same tonal value or with hardly any 
difference in their tonal values, then it 
will not make a good image. 
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followed is, there should be a minimum 
of 3-4 steps difference in tones 
between your subject and the overall 
background. If your subject is light 
and is of a overall value of say '4' on 
the grey scale, then your background 
has to be preferably 7' and above and 
vice-versa. 

Whereas if your subject's tonal value 
falls approximately in the middle of 
the grey scale, i.e. '6', then your 
background can be either light, 1, 2 or 3 
or on the other end of the grey scale i.e. 
10,11 or 12. 



All said and done, it still remains a 
great challenge to take an ideal image 
in the wild. So many things need to fall 
in place to get that 'superb' image. The 
very idea of the effort taken to write this 
piece was to point out that many times, 
in the heat of the moment and in the 
anxiety of the situation, no thought is 
given to the selection of the background. 
But if you scout for a good background, 
your images will definitely start looking 
great. Go ahead... choose your subject... 



select the background... shoot! 

The Flower 

The first shot was taken at random. 
After close inspection, it was felt that 
the dark part of the background could 
have been exploited and the green 
leaves appearing in the background 
could have been avoided. Since the 
flower is white, darker the background, 
the better the visual impact. So moving 
a little to the left and to the front of the 
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flower, the hanging green foliage was 
effectively avoided and also the leaf at 
the right bottom corner was pushed 
aside, thus making a better picture. 

The Dragon fly 

The first mid-shot was also taken at 
random. After inspection it was seen 
that the dark part of the background on 
the immediate right and lower side can 
be brought behind the subject. 




Accordingly the camera was repositioned 
and the image obtained was cropped to get 
the below final image. 

The Butterfly 

This butterfly was clicked against a nice 
green background, but the butterfly being of 
light colour (tonal value) and the background 
also of nearly the same tonal value, 



the camera was repositioned a bit to 
the left and lower to get that dark green 
background behind the subject. Here 
the butterfly measures about 3-4 in the 
grey scale and the background in the 
first image is just about 4-5 in the grey 
scale. Whereas in the second image 
the background is nearly 7-8 value in 
the grey scale, thus the difference in 
the tonal value gives the right lift to the 
image making it appealing to the eye. 



Accordingly the image 
was shot, but here 
the bird also being 
green was getting 
camouflaged in the 
background and the 
background was too 
patchy with those 
white openings. So 
I chose the second 
option of moving in the 




The Bird 

This image was shot in a park/ 
garden. The bird has two different 
backgrounds, half is that dark brown 
bark of a tree and green foliage 
beyond that bark. This was very 
disturbing and confusing. Green being 
natural, was decided to be kept as the 
background. 



opposite direction and 
shooting with that bark 
as the background. 

This proved to be a 
better option than the 
green foliage as there 
was colour and tonal 
contrast too, giving a 
better image. 




Below are a few examples of how bright reds and 
orange hues look good and attractive with the 
green background. 
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Below is an example of how a bird, 
which is green in colour and on 



tonal value in the range of 4-5 in the 
grey scale can look good with a dark 



background of tonal value between 7-8 
or even 1-2. |SP 
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All images in this article by Yogesh Chavan 
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Sony Alpha 7R I 



Compact Review 

Canon PowerShot G3X 



Lens Review 

Sigma 1 50-600mm F/5-6.3 
DGOSHSMIC 



Lens Review 

Olympus MZuiko DIGITAL 
8mm f/1 .8 Fisheye PRO 



Smartphone 

Review 
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Change in Rating System 
Smart Photography's new rating 
system exercises stricter evaluation 
in view of improvements in the 
overall performance of photographic 
equipment. Marks will be awarded for 
the following parameters... 



Final Rankings 

Recommended 75-80% 

Best Buy 81 % and above 



• D-SLR CAMERAS 



Design & Build Quality (out of 20) 

Key Features (out of 20) 

Ergonomics (out of 20) 

Performance 

Autofocus (out of 5) 

Metering (out of 5) 

Noise control (out of 5) 

Distortion/Sharpness (out of 5) 

LCD/Viewfinder (out of 5) 

Auto White Balance (out of 5) 

Value for Money (out of 1 0) 

Grand Total (out of 1 00) 



• LENSES 



Design & Build Quality (out of 20) 

Key Features (out of 20) 

Ergonomics (out of 20) 

Performance 

Autofocus (out of 5) 

Sharpness (out of 5) 

Distortion control (out of 5) 

Aberrations (out of 5) 

Darkening of corners (out of 5) 

Extra Features (out of 5) 

Value for Money (out of 1 0) 

Grand Total (out of 1 00) 



• COMPACT CAMERAS 



Design & Build Quality (out of 20) 

Key Features (out of 20) 

Ergonomics (out of 20) 

Performance 

Autofocus (out of 5) 

Metering (out of 5) 

Noise control (out of 5) 

Distortion/Sharpness (out of 5) 

LCD/Viewfinder (out of 5) 

Auto White Balance (out of 5) 

Value for Money (out of 1 0) 

Grand Total (out of 1 00) 
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Inside the Box 



/ Camera 
/ Power Cord 

/ Rechargeable Battery NP-FW50 
/ Cable Protector 
/ AC Adaptor AC-UD10 
/ Battery Charger BC- VW 1 
/ Shoulder Strap 
/ Body Cap 
/ Accessory shoe cap 
/ Eyepiece Cup 
/ Micro USB cable 

T he Alpha 7-series of Full- 

Frame mirrorless cameras from 
Sony have already captured 
the limelight with advanced features 
including high-quality videos. Now Sony 
has come up with a major improvement 
in the Alpha 7R range with the 
introduction of the Alpha 7R II (A7R II). 
The new camera boasts a 42.4 megapixel 
BSI-CMOS sensor, in-body 5-axis image 
stabilisation, internal 4K video recording 
and much more. 

Design and Build Quality 

The latest version of A7-series has 
some improvements in design as 
compared to the earlier one. The A7R 
II is as sturdy as its predecessor, having 
a magnesium alloy chassis along with 
polycarbonate finishing. The major 
design improvements come to light 
when you observe the top panels. The 
A7R II has a less confusing top panel 
with the power switch -shutter release 
button assembly moved forward to the 
top of the grip. The front control dial 
has been moved to a more convenient 
position on the grip itself instead of 
the slanting surface on top of the grip. 
There are two custom buttons on the top 
panel instead of one earlier. The main 
differentiator, 4K and SteadyShot have 
been prominently advertised on top. 

The back panel remains more or less 
the same except for a slanting surface 
just below the viewfinder housing the 
menu and custom (c3) buttons and a 
thin wheel-like control dial instead of a 
tall cylindrical one. Both the lens mount 
and the tripod receptacle are metal. The 
accessory shoe has been painted black 
instead of chrome, which was the case 
with the A7R. 

Key Features 

The Alpha 7R II incorporates several 
improvements over the Alpha 7R. 

The key differences can be seen in 
the following table. The highlighting 




Sony Alpha 7R II 



^ 2,39,990 

Body only 



Hil Sujith Gopinath 



Extravagance 

Redefined 

The Sony Alpha 7R II camera is all set to 
revolutionise the market with substantial 
improvements over its previous model, the 
Alpha 7R, which is clearly one of the top 
performing cameras currently in the market. 
Do join us while we count the milestones... 



Feature 


Sony Alpha 7R 


Sony Alpha 7R II 


Effective Pixels 


36 million 


42 million 


Sensor 


CMOS 




Sensitivity 


100-25,600 


100-25,600 

(Expandable to 50-102,400) 


Image Stabilisation 


No 


Yes, Sensor Shift, 5 -axis 


AF Type 


Contrast Detect 


Phase Detect, Contrast Detect 


Focus Points 


25 


|9| 


Best Video Quality 


1920 x 1080 


3840x2160 (QFHD) 


Video Formats 


MPEG-4, AVCHD 


MPEG-4, AVCHD, XAVC S 


Max. continuous speed 


4 fps 


5 fps 


Weight 


465g 


625g 


Dimensions 


127x94x48 mm 


127 x 96 x 60 mm 
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indicates an improvement in the feature. 

The 42.4 megapixel Sony Alpha 7 R 
II (Alpha 7R M2) uses a Full Frame 
(35. 9x24. Omm) ExmorR Back-Side 
Illuminated (BSI) CMOS sensor along 
with a Bionz X processor. The BSI 
CMOS sensor promises better noise 
control, enabling higher sensitivity than 
other cameras with normal sensors. 

The camera is compatible with all Sony 
E-mount lenses. Other lenses can be 
used with the help of adapters. The 
camera does not feature an optical low- 
pass filter. The camera uses a sensor-shift 
image stabilisation system, which effects 
a 5 -axis correction of pitch, yaw, and roll. 
Sony claims a compensation of up to 4.5 
steps with the Sonnar T* FE 55mm FI. 8 
ZA lens. The sensor also incorporates a 
dust protection mechanism with charge 
protection coating on optical filter and 
image sensor shift mechanism. 

Still images are recorded with a 
maximum size of 7952 x 5304 pixels 



in JPEG and Raw (Sony ARW format) 
formats with an option to record both 
simultaneously. Raw images can be 
recorded in 14 bit. JPEG compression 
can be set to Extra Fine, Fine, and 
Standard. Videos can be recorded in 
XAVC S, AVCHD, and MP4 formats 
up to 4K (3840 x 2160, 30p/25p/24p) 
quality. The device supports HDMI 
output up to 3840 x 2160 (25p, 30p, 24p). 

The 7R II uses Fast Hybrid AF, which 
combines phase-detection and contrast- 
detection autofocus methods for faster 
autofocus speeds. The camera has a 
total of 399 phase-detection autofocus 
points, which cover the entire frame, 
whereas contrast detection method 
makes use of 25 autofocus points. This 
multitude of AF points is particularly 
useful for high-speed subject tracking. 
AF modes include AF-A (Automatic 
AF), AF-S (Single-shot AF), AF-C 
(Continuous AF), DMF (Direct Manual 
Focus), and Manual Focus. Focus 



area options include Wide (399 points 
-phase-detection AF, 25 points-contrast- 
detection AF), Zone, Centre, Flexible 
Spot, Expanded Flexible Spot, and Lock- 
on AF. 

The camera uses 1200-zone evaluative 
metering with the usual metering modes 
— Multi-segment, Centre-weighted, 
and Spot. The exposure meter is 
sensitive from EV-3 to EV20 (at ISO 100 
equivalent with f/2.0 lens attached). 

Shooting modes available are Auto 
(iAuto/Superior Auto), Program AE 
(P), Aperture priority (A), Shutter 
priority (S), Manual (M), Movie, Sweep 
Panorama, and Scene Selection. Movie 
modes include P, A, S, and M. Scene 
Selection provides options for Portrait, 
Sports Action, Macro, Landscape, Sunset, 
Night Scene, Hand-held Twilight, Night 
Portrait, and Anti Motion Blur. Exposure 
can be compensated up to +/- 5.0EV in 
1/3 or 1/2 EV steps. Exposure Bracketing 
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is available with options of Continuous 
and Single with 3, 5, and 9 frames 
selectable. ISO sensitivity ranges from 
ISO 100-25600 for both stills and videos. 
In still mode, it can be expanded from 
ISO 50 to ISO 10,2400. For those who 
are wondering why companies provide 
such high ISO sensitivity options, the 
answer lies in video capture. The high 
ISO option allows you to capture videos 
even in near-dark conditions. Since SD 
and HD videos do not require the full 
resolution of the sensor to be used, the 
final captured video is downsampled 
considerably and hence will have lower 
noise than a still image captured at full 
resolution at the same ISO setting. White 
Balance options available are Auto, 
Daylight, Shade, Cloudy, Incandescent, 
Fluorescent (4 options), Flash, 



Underwater, Colour temperature, 
Colour filter, and Custom. The camera 
also provides options of Auto White 
Balance micro adjustment along with 
White Balance Bracketing for up to 
three frames. The Alpha 7R II uses 
an electronically-controlled, vertical- 
traverse, focal-plane shutter providing 
shutter speeds from 30 to 1/8000 sec 
and Bulb for still images and 1/4 to 
1/8000 sec for videos (up to 1/60 sec in 
Auto mode). The shutter syncronises 
with the flash up to 1/250 sec (X-sync). 
The camera also has an electronic 
front curtain, which allows for silent 
shooting. 

The Alpha 7R II incorporates a 
0.5-inch, 2,359,296-dot electronic 
viewfinder with a frame coverage of 



100 percent. The camera uses a 3.0-inch 
1,228,800-dot TFT monitor as the main 
display. The screen can be tilted up by 
approx. 107 degrees and down by approx. 
41 degrees. The display includes digital 
level gauge, histogram, focus magnifier, 
zebra, peaking MF, and grid line. The 
camera can detect up to eight faces. 

The Sony Alpha 7R II has a standard 
accessory shoe (hot-shoe). Flash control 
is through TTL pre-flash method, and 
flash exposure can be compensated up to 
+/- 3.0 EV in 1/3 or 1/2 EV steps. Flash 
can be bracketed for 3, 5, or 9 frames. 
Flash modes available are Flash off, 
Autoflash, Fill-flash, Slow Sync., Rear 
Sync., Red-eye reduction, Wireless, and 
Hi-speed sync. The camera is compatible 
with Sony Alpha system flash. Drive 



ISO 200 



ISO 800 



ISO 3200 



ISO 12800 



ISO 51200 
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The Alpha 7R II's controls are 
easier to access and there is an 
additional custom button on top 




modes available are Single, Continuous 
(Hi/Lo selectable), Self-timer, Self- 
timer (Cont.), and Bracket (Single, 
Continuous, White Balance, DRO). 
Self-timer can be set to 10, 5, or 2 second 
delay. The camera can shoot continuous 
frames at a maximum of 5 frames per 
second. You can capture a maximum of 
24 JPEG Large, 30 JPEG Fine, 23 Raw, or 
22 Raw + JPEG frames. 

The Sony Alpha 7R II uses a Memory 
Stick PRO Duo/PRO-HG Duo, SD/ 



SDHC (UHS-I compliant), SDXC (UHS-I 
compliant) for storage. 4K videos can 
be recorded only on an SDXC (UHS-I) 
card. You can also use an Eye-Fi card to 
share images easily with Wi-Fi devices. 
The camera has built-in Wi-Fi and NFC 
to connect wirelessly with compatible 
devices. The 7R II has a headphone 
terminal with 3.5 mm stereo mini jack, 
and vertical grip connector. The device 
also has built-in stereo microphone, 
and built-in monaural speakers. The 



camera is powered by one rechargeable 
battery pack NP-FW50. The battery can 
be charged internally through the mini 
USB connector or through the supplied 
battery charger. The Alpha 7R II weighs 
625 g (with battery and Memory Stick 
PRO Duo, and measures 126.9 x 95.7 x 
60.3 mm. 

Ergonomics 

The Sony Alpha 7R II has a thinner 
and deeper grip, which makes it more 
comfortable to hold and operate than the 
Alpha 7R. The controls are now easier to 
access, and an additional custom button 
is always a welcome feature. As always, 
the Sony menu is split into pages for easy 
access, unlike some cameras that have 
menus that scroll deep to the bottom. 
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This is quite convenient for navigation. 
Both the EVF and the LCD are of top 
quality, and do not cause much eye 
strain. 

Performance 

The Alpha 7 R was a top performer, and 
hence an improved version should be 
terrific to say the least. The Alpha 7R II 
did not disappoint us on this front. To 
test such a camera, you would require a 
fast lens, but we used the 24-70mm f/4 
lens. AF was fast in good lighting, but 
struggled a bit in low light. Tracking 
worked perfectly as long as the subject 
remained in frame. In continuous 
shooting mode, the camera kept on 
hunting for focus. We believe this is a 
firmware issue and expect an update 
from Sony. We could verify Sony’s claims 
of 4.5 stop advantage with SteadyShot 
image stabilisation. At 70mm focal 
length, I could shoot at up to 1/3 sec 
shutter speed (roughly 4.5 stops) without 
the image getting shaky. Though this is 
not strictly a scientific test, we hope this 
will provide a fair idea of how good the 
feature is. 

The camera-lens combination produced 
excellent sharpness. Images appeared 
the sharpest from f/5.6 to 11 on the 24- 
70mm lens. Sweet spot was observed to 
be f/16. Though sharpness is essentially 
a property of the lens, the sensor, 
processor and algorithms can also 
induce anomalies, and hence we take 
sharpness into consideration. Images on 
the LCD appeared crisp. The EVF was 
very comfortable to use. We observed 
slight pixel jitter around corners 
and highlights. All metering modes 
performed well as expected. 

Auto White Balance worked perfectly 
well with the camera producing true 
to life colours under most lighting 
conditions. Any cast observed under 
artificial light sources could be easily 
removed in post processing. Native 
print size is 17.68 x 26.51 inches at 300 
ppi. At 25 percent of this screen size, 
images were absolutely noise-free up to 
ISO 6400. Very slight noise appeared 
from ISO 12800 (you may not even 
observe it under normal circumstances). 
The images were perfectly usable up to 
ISO 25600. Observed at 50 percent, we 
observed mild noise from ISO 3200, but 
the images were perfectly usable up to 
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FINAL SCORE 




Design and Build Quality 19/20 

lllllllllllllllllll 

Key Features 18/20 

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII8 

Ergonomics 18/20 

llllllllllllllllll 

Performance 



Autofocus 


mu 


4/5 


Metering 


Mill 


4/5 


Noise Control 


Mill 


4.5/5 


Sharpness 


Mill 


4.5/5 


LCD/EVF 


Mill 


4/5 


Auto WB 


Mill 


4/5 


Sub-Total 




25/30 


Value for Money 


6/10 






ISO 12,800. Enlarged to 100 percent, 
though mild noise (isolated pixels) 
started appearing from ISO 800 onwards, 
it became a real concern only from ISO 
3200. We would consider this good noise 
control for an ultra-high megapixel 
camera. 

We could not test 4K video capture 
because of the non-availability of an 
SDXC (UHS-I) card. 

Value for Money 

The Sony Alpha 7R II body retails at an 
MRP of Rs. 239, 990. This is about Rs.l 
lakh more than the Alpha 7R. Though a 
4K capable 42.4 megapixel camera can 
command a significantly higher price 
than the Alpha 7R, this huge difference 
seems unjustifiable. |SP 



KEY SPECIFICATIONS 



Camera type: Interchangeable lens digital 
camera 

Lens Compatibility: Sony E-mount lenses 
Image sensor: 35mm full frame 
(35.9x24.0mm), “ExmorR” CMOS sensor 
Effective pixels: 42.4 million 
Colour filter: R, G, B primary colour 
Anti-dust system: Charge protection coat- 
ing on optical filter and image sensor shift 
mechanism 

Recording Format: JPEG, Raw (Sony ARW 
format) 

Max. image size: 7952 x 5304 pixels 
Image quality modes: Raw, Raw & JPEG, 
JPEG (Extra Fine, Fine, Standard) 

14bit Raw: Available 

Video recording Format: XAVC S, AVCHD, 
MP4 

Best video quality: XAVC S 4K: 3840 x 2160 
(30p,25p, 24p 100M) 

Recording media: Memory Stick PRO Duo/ 
PRO-HG Duo, SD/SDHC (UHS-I compliant), 
SDXC (UHS-I compliant) 

White Balance: Auto, Daylight, Shade, Cloudy, 
Incandescent, Fluorescent (4 options), Flash, 
Underwater, colour temperature, colour filter, 
custom 

AF type: Fast Hybrid AF (phase-detection AF/ 
contrast- detection AF) 

Focus point: 399 points (phase-detection AF), 
357 points (phase-detection AF)/ 25 points 

(contrast-detection AF) 



NFC: Yes 

Weight: Approx. 625 g (with battery and card 
Dimensions: Approx. 126.9 x 95.7 x 60.3 mm 



PLUS 

• 42.4 megapixels 

• 4K video capture 

• 399 focus points 

• Good Low-light 
performance 

• Improved layout of 
controls 

• Sensor- shift 5 -axis 
image stabilisation 



VERDICT 

The Sony Alpha 7R II is a significant 
improvement over the Alpha 7R, but 
the price is certainly going to position 
it beyond the reach of most still 
photographers. For the 4K-shooting video 
professionals, this is a great buy. But if you 
are planning to record the videos on an 
internal memory card, don’t forget to buy 
an SDXC (UHS-I) card. 






MINUS 

• Prohibitively 
expensive 

• SDXC (UHS-I) 
card not provided 

• No touchscreen 
control 
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ADVERTORIOAL 



Photopro 300 DT 

The New 0-Tech Studio Flash Systen 



photopro * 

THE GAME OF LIGHT 



T o create an accurate impact on 
photos lighting turns out to be a 
crucial dynamic. Therefore having 
well-suited combination of lighting 
become essential. In such scenario 
studio flash lights plays key role, they 
propose boundless creative possibilities 
for ihe ardent photograph or still-life 
photographer. 

Photopro, India's one of the most 
reliable photography equipment 
manufacturer, provides the Mew Photopro 
300 DT,a revotut ionary product. 

The New D-Tech Studio Flash System 
variable control with 40 steps unique m it's 
range with color corrected flash tube and 
it's light weight body not only makes it idea) 
for small shoots in studio but also very easy 
to carry for perfection in works. 



ACCESSORIES 



ugnt stand, soiibox 6QH60 Pro. with 
carry bag. safely can. Main cable. 
Syncm cable, warranty card, box 




A revolt i ovary 
Prodict^^H 
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Inside the Box 



Canon PowerShot 

G3X ? 59,995 Hil Sujith Gopinath 



Holding the Fort 

Compact camera sales have been on 
the decline owing to the onslaught of 
smartphones featuring capable cameras. 
The PowerShot G3X could be seen as a 
strategic release from Canon to hold the 
market for compact cameras 



anon PowerShot G3X is a large- 
sensor superzoom compact 
camera that promises to deliver 
superior images than most compacts in 
the market. With a 1-inch Type sensor 
and a 24-600mm zoom range, the camera 
looks impressive. Well, let us find out. 

Design and Build Quality 

The Canon G3X is built with a 
combination of metal and plastic on 
the exterior, and the camera feels 
quite sturdy. The device is the size of a 
mirrorless camera. The lens has a two- 
barrel construction. The inner barrel 
protrudes while zooming, but does 
not move while focussing. The 35mm 
equivalent focal length (zoom position) 
is marked on the barrel for 24, 50, 70, 

85, 100, 135, 200, 300, 400, and 600mm. 
The barrel has a tight fit without any 
play’. The main control dial is on top, 
while the secondary control dial is on 
the back panel, vertically mounted. The 
lens also incorporates a control ring. 

The flash springs forward like a striking 
viper when the flash release lever is 
pulled and stops with a thud, but the 
metal hinges seem to be strong enough 
to keep it working for a long time. We 
observed the same flaw that is common 
with all such flash units and tilting LCD 
screens— exposed connector cables that 
bend during the operation. The camera 
has a metal tripod receptacle along with 
a video lug slot that allows you to mount 
it on a professional video head. The 
G3X has dimensions of 123.3 x 76.5 x 



105.3mm and weighs 733g with battery 
and memory card. 

Key Features 

The 20.2 megapixel G3X uses a 1.0-inch 
Type (9.6 x 12.8mm) CMOS imaging 
sensor, ably supported by the latest 
DIGIC 6 processor. The camera has a 
24-600mm equivalent optically stabilised 
lens that provides an aperture range 
of f/2.8 to 11 at the wide-angle end 
and f/5.6 to 11 at the telephoto end. In 
Normal mode, the lens focusses from 
5cm to infinity at the wide-angle end and 
85 cm to infinity at the telephoto end. In 
Macro mode, it focusses from 5 to 50cm 
at the wide-angle end. Focus modes 
available are Continuous AF, Servo 



AF, and Manual Focus while AF frame 
options include Face AiAF and 1 -point. 

The G3X features the usual three 
metering modes — Evaluative, Centre- 
weighted and Spot. Sensitivity ranges 
from ISO 125 to 12,800, while shutter 
speed ranges from 30 to l/2000sec., 
along with Bulb setting. Shooting 
modes available are Manual (M), 
Aperture priority (Av), Shutter priority 
(Tv), Program (P), Flybrid Auto, Auto, 
Creative Shot, Sports, SCN, Creative 
Filters, Movie, and Custom (Cl, C2). 
Scene mode include Portrait, Smart 
Shutter, Star, Handheld Night Scene, 
Snow, and Fireworks. Creative filters 
available in the G3X include High 



/ Canon PowerShot G3X camera 
/Neck strap 
/ Lens cap 

/ Getting Started guide 
/ Battery pack NB-10L 
/ Battery charger 
/ Power cord 
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Dynamic Range, Nostalgic, Fish-eye 
Effect, Miniature Effect, Toy Camera 
Effect, Background Defocus, Soft 
Focus, Monochrome, Super Vivid, 
and Poster Effect. Movie mode further 
provides options of Standard, Short 
Clip, Manual (Movie), and iFrame 
Movie. Smart Shutter options are Smile, 
Wink Self-timer, and Face Self-timer. 
The new Star modes give access to Star 
Nightscape, Star Trails, and Star Time- 
Lapse Movie modes. 

Still images are recorded with a 
maximum dimension of 4864 x 3648 
pixels while movies are recorded at 
1920 x 1080. The camera can shoot 
continuously at approximately 5.9 
frames per sec, but only in Auto and 
P modes. But note that this speed is 
applicable only at low resolutions. 

The camera uses a 3.2-inch, approx. 

1, 620,000-dot TFT colour LCD with 
wide viewing angle. The screen is 
touch sensitive (capacitive), and can 
be tilted vertically up by 180 degrees 
and down by about 45 degrees (by 



visual approximation). The built-in 
flash has a range of 60cm to 6.8m at 
the wide-angle end and 85cm to 3.1m 
at the telephoto end, though Canon 
does not mention the ISO setting 
required for this range. Flash modes 
include Auto, On, Slow Sync., and Off. 
The G3X has an accessory shoe (hot- 
shoe) to mount an external flash or 
other accessory. The camera features 
Wi-Fi and NFC to pair with mobile 
devices. 

The G3X accepts an SD/SDHC/SDXC 
memory card for storage. The camera 
is powered by a rechargeable Li-ion 
Battery Pack NB-10L (supplied). 



Ergonomics 

The Canon G3X has a broad grip that has 
a soft textured rubber lining. This makes 
it easy to hold and operate. All controls 
are within reach and easy to use. Images 
appeared crisp on the LCD. The lens 
provides enough room to support using 
your left hand. The menu is intuitive and 
is divided into pages for easy access to 
important settings. This is a relief from 
the scrolling menus that would take a 
long time to navigate. 

Performance 

The G3X performed well in our tests. 
Autofocus was fast, especially at the 
wide-angle end. At the telephoto end, it 



The excellent Optical Image Stabilisation enables you 
to shoot reasonably steady images even at 600mm in 
bright light with the camera hand-held 
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was a little slow, but we cannot 
complain about a compact 
camera with a 600mm lens. 
Manual focus override proved 
quite useful. The system locked 
on to the subject even under 
reasonably low light. The images 
were free of any darkening of 
corners even at the wide-angle 
end with the lens wide open. 
Slight flare was observed along 
with purple fringing at the wide- 
angle end at the widest aperture. 
The lens did not produce any 
distortion, and this is quite 
remarkable. 

Out-of-the-box JPEGs were 
quite sharp throughout the zoom 
range. The sweet spot shifted 
from f/5.6 to f/8 from the wide- 
angle through the telephoto end. 
All metering modes performed 
well. Auto White Balance 
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80 % 



KEY SPECIFICATIONS 



All controls are within 
reach and easy to use 



helped reproduce original tones in most 
situations. Any slight cast produced were 
easy to remove in post-processing. The 
native print size is 12.16 x 18.24 inches 
at 300 ppi. At 25 percent of this size, 
slight noise appeared from ISO 6400, 
but the images were perfectly usable up 
to ISO 6400. Enlarged to 50 percent, we 
did not observe any change in the noise 
characteristics. Viewed at 100 percent, 
slight noise showed up from ISO 800 
onwards. The images were usable up to 
ISO 1600. 

The OIS worked well, and I could shoot 
reasonably steady images hand-held at 
600mm in bright light. 

Value for Money 

The Canon PowerShot G3X retails 
at an MRP of Rs.59,995. At this 
price, considering the above-average 
performance and versatile zoom range, 
we would consider this fair value for 
money for a camera with a 1.0-inch Type 
sensor. |SP 



Performance 






Autofocus 


Mill 


3/5 


Metering 


Mill 


5/5 


Noise Control 


Mill 


4/5 


Sharpness 


Mill 


4/5 


Darkening 
of Corners 


Mill 


5/5 


Flare and CA 


Mill 


4/5 


Distortion 


Mill 


5/5 


LCD/EVF 


Mill 


3/5 


Auto WB 


Mill 


3/5 


Sub-Total 




36/45 


Value for Money 


7/10 



PLUS 

• 1.0-inch Type sensor 

• 24-600mm lens 

• Great optical 
performance 

• Good noise-control 

• Reliable Image 
Stabilisation 



MINUS 

• Only 2-stop 
aperture difference 
at 600mm 

• NoEVF 

• Slow burst 
shooting in Raw 

• AF slow at tele end 



VERDICT 

The Canon G3X is a digital compact camera 
with a 1.0-inch Type sensor providing a 25x 
zoom. The camera has a very useful zoom range 
that would cover everything that you are most 
likely to photograph. Please note, however, 
that at the telephoto end, there is only a 2-stop 
aperture difference, which could prove a 
limitation in slightly dark environments. 
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Stilt image Aspect Ratio 
Shooting information display 
Reverse Disp, On 



Sensor Type: Effective pixels: 20.2 million 
Sensor: 1.0 inch Type (9.6 x 12.8mm) CMOS 
Imaging Processor: DIGIC 6 
Lens: 24 - 600 mm equivalent 
Focusing range: Normal: 5cm - infinity (W), 
85 cm - infinity (T); Macro: 5 - 50cm (W) 
Image Stabilizer: Optical (Lens-shift type) 
Monitor: 3.2-inch, approx. 1, 620,000-dot TFT 
colour LCD with wide viewing angle 
Features: Touch-screen panel (capacitive type), 
Vari-Angle 

Focus modes: Continuous AF, Servo AF, 
Manual Focus 

AF Frame: Face AiAF, 1 -point 

Metering modes: Evaluative, Centre-weighted 

average, Spot 

Equivalent sensitivity: Auto, ISO 125 - 12,800 
Shutter speed: 30 - l/2000sec., Bulb 
Aperture Type: Iris diaphragm; f/number 
range: f/2.8 - 1 1 (W), f/5.6 - 1 1 (T) 

Flash modes: Auto, On, Slow Sync., Off 
Flash range: 60cm- 6.8m (W), 85cm - 3.1m (T) 
Accessory shoe: Standard hot-shoe available 
Shooting Modes: C2, Cl, M, Av, Tv, P, Hybrid 
Auto, Auto, Creative Shot, Sports, SCN, 
Creative Filters, Movie 
Other features: Wi-Fi, NFC, Control Ring 
Max. continuous speed: Approx. 5.9 fps 
Max. recording pixels: Still: 4864 x 3648 
Movies: 1920 x 1080 
Power Supply: Battery Pack NB-10L 
Dimensions: 123.3 x 76.5 x 105.3mm 
Weight: 733g (with battery and memory card) 
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Inside the Box 



/ Lens 

/ Front cap LC-62E 
/ Rear cap LR-2 
/ Lens pouch LSC-0811 
/ Instruction manual 
/ Warranty card 



A nnounced in the first half of 
May 2015, the Olympus 8mm 
f/1.8 fisheye lens is designed 
for the Micro Four Thirds System. It is 
dust-proof, splash-proof and freeze- 
proof and offers a diagonal angle of 
view of 180 degrees. 

Design & Build Quality 

The M.Zuiko DIGITAL ED 8mm f/1.8 
Fisheye PRO lens is very well built. 

The outer body is made from metal 
and polycarbonate. The front element 
is bulbous; filters cannot be attached. 
Its petal-type lens hood is fixed. A 
rubber gasket at the rear end prevents 
dust etc. getting between the body 
and the lens. A large, pinch-type cap 
covers the front element when not in 
use. The lens weighs 305g without 
both end caps. 

Key Features 

The lens is constructed with 17 
elements in 15 groups that include 2 
HR (High Refractive Index) elements, 

1 Super HR element, 2 ED (Extra-low 
Dispersion) elements, 3 Super ED 
elements and 1 Aspherical element. 
ZERO (Zuiko Extra-low Reflection 
Optical) coat is applied to the lens 
surface (Olympus does not indicate 
which elements are thus coated) 
which, claim Olympus, completely 
eliminates ghosting and flare. The lens 
is dust-proof, freeze-proof and splash- 
proof, making it suitable for use under 
most demanding weather conditions. 

The 8mm fisheye lens (equivalent to 
16mm in the 35mm format) can be 



Olympus M.Zuiko 

DIGITAL ED 8mm _ ^ q a a 

f/1.8 Fisheye PRO * OO ,WU 



0 Rohinton Mehta 



Wide-eyed Baby! 



focussed as close as 0.12m (4.72") 
from the sensor plane (about 2.5cm 
from the front element). When used 
this way, along with its wide aperture 
of f/1.8, can provide extreme close- 
up with soft out of focus background. 
Under-water photography (with 
suitable housing) gets a shot in the 
arm with its bright f/1.8 aperture; 
photographing stars, even at f/1.8, 
provides sharp edge-to-edge images. 
Illuminated buildings offer a new 
perspective with the fisheye lens. If 
you have the inclination, the 8mm 
fisheye lens could be used to take 
unusual portraits too! 

The lens offers amazing depth of field. 
When subject distance is just 2 metres 
(6.56 ft) for example, at f/4, f/5.6 
and f/8, you can get DOF from 0.711 
(27.99") - infinity, 0.574 (22.59") - 
infinity and 0.458 (18.03" - infinity 



respectively! Focussing is internal, 
via a stepper motor. There is no 
distance scale and the manual focus 
ring can be turned continuously 
without a stop! 

Ergonomics 

We tested the lens on an Olympus 
OM-D EM-1 body. The balance was 
perfect and the lens was easy to use. 

Performance 

Autofocus was quiet, fast and 
accurate. Overall, images were 
impressively sharp and punchy with 
no apparent colour cast due to the 
lens coatings. When used wide open 
at f/1.8, sharpness at the centre 
was good; corner sharpness, while 
still good, was a tad less, just as 
expected. Closing down by just one 
stop improved the corner sharpness. 
The sweet spot seemed to be at f/5.6. 
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Aperture: f/6.7 
Shutter Speed: l/10sec 
ISO: 1000; 




By f/11, one can notice the effects 
of diffraction (if one tries to look for 
it); at f/16 and f/22. the results were 
quite 'soft'. 

As mentioned earlier, the lens offers 
tremendous depth of field. However, 
if you focus on a subject that is really 
very close and use f/1.8, you can 
create a soft blurry background (see 
image on next page). 

We did not notice any lateral 
chromatic aberration, though it is 
possible that this could be due to 
the EM-1 (and other recent bodies) 
automatically correcting for it. 

There was some darkening at the 
corners with lens wide open. With such 
a wide angle of coverage (180 degrees 
diagonally), it is quite difficult to avoid 
getting the sun into the frame. Even 
then, the Olympus 8mm f/1.8 fisheye 
lens did a pretty good job of restricting 
flare. Overall, a very good performance! 




Smart Photography 

October 2015 





Smart Photography 

October 2015 



FINAL SCORE 




8 

CD 

s 




Aperture: f/1.8 
Shutter Speed: i/180sec 
ISO: 200; 



Value for Money 

The M.Zuiko DIGITAL ED 8mm f/1.8 
Fisheye PRO lens is available at an 
MRP of Rs. 68, 990. On one hand, this 
price may seem high for a lens that 
has limited use, but on the other 
hand, it is a 'fast' f/1.8 lens, and if 
you are creative, you could use it to 
explore various new picture-taking 
possibilities. |SP 



KEY SPECIFICATIONS 



Focal length: 8mm 

Equivalent focal length: 16mm in 35mm 
format 

Construction: 17 elements in 15 groups 
Sealing: Dustproof and splashproof 
mechanism 
Angle of view: 180° 

Min. focus distance: 6.12m (4.72") 

Max. image magnification: 0.40x (in 
35mm format) 

Aperture blades: 7, circular 
Aperture range: f/i.8-22 
Dimensions: 62 (D) x 80mm 
Weight: 305g 
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Performance 

Autofocus mu 4/5 

Sharpness Mill 4/5 

Distortion control Mill 4/5 

Aberrations Mill 3.5/5 

Darkening 

of corners I I II I 3/5 

Extra features Mill 3/5 

Sub-Total 21.5/30 

Value for Money 7/10 



/ \ 



PLUS MINUS 

• Very good build • Filters cannot 

quality be used 

• Very sharp 

• Lightweight 



VERDICT 

Let's face it. A fisheye lens is not an 
everyday-use lens; its utility is limited. 
Even then, if you are the creative 
type who loves to explore the various 
possibilities of using it - creating 
unusual images with loads of barrel 
distortion, taking obnoxious close- 
ups of your friends and creating 
super wide-angle effects with post- 
processing in Photoshop, then you'll 
love this fisheye lens. Definitely 
Recommended! 



110 



www.smartphotography.in 






Inside the Box 



/ Sigma 150-600mm 
'Contemporary' lens 
/ Front and rear cap 
/ Lens hood 
/ Lens case 
/ Strap 

/ Warranty card 
/ Lens literature 



W ildlife photography is 

regarded as a very expensive 
job or hobby, considering the 
prices of those long telephoto lenses. 
But now lens manufacturers are trying 
to introduce budget alternatives 
that provide reasonably good image 
quality, better AF speeds, and good 
value for money. 

The Sigma 150-600mm f/5-6.3 DG OS 
HSM | C (C stands for Contemporary) 
lens was announced alongside its 
more expensive 'Sport' model, the 
150-600mm f/5-6.3 DG OS HSM | S. 

Till now, the most popular of Sigma's 
big lenses was the 50-500mm HSM 
lens, widely dubbed as the 'Bigma'. 
Surely, the new lenses are compact 
and have the latest features embedded 
into them. We have the Contemporary 
lens on our test bench. 

Design and Build Quality 

The new Sigma 150-600mm 
Contemporary lens is predominantly 
made of composite materials on the 
outside, with a metal, weather-sealed 
mount. The lens itself is not weather- 
sealed as in the case of Sigma's 'Sport' 
(S) designated lens. A removable, metal 
tripod collar is included with the lens. 
The lens has a broad zoom ring with 
a textured rubber grip, along with 
a narrow, but textured focus ring at 
the back of the zoom ring. Sigma has 
included a cylindrical lens hood. 

Key Features 

The Sigma 150-600mm Contemporary 
lens has been designed as a budget 





Sigma 150- 
600mm F/5-6.3 
DG OS HSM I C 



? 87,000 



Hil Sujith Gopinath 



Bigma's L'il Sister 



alternative to the more expensive and 
premium 'Sport' designated lens of 
the same focal length and aperture 
range. The lens is constructed with 
20 elements in 14 groups including 
one FLD and three SLD elements. It 
has an aperture range of f/5 to 22 at 
the wide-angle end and f/ 6.3 to 29 at 
the telephoto end. The lens features 
Optical Stabilisation (OS), which is a 
necessity in the case of such extreme 
telephoto lenses. 

The 150-600mm Contemporary lens 
uses an ultrasonic motor (which 
Sigma designates as Hypersonic 
Motor (HSM)), which provides faster 
autofocus than the previous lenses. It 
employs internal focussing and hence 
the front element does not rotate and 
the barrel does not protrude while 
focussing. The lens offers full-time 
manual focus along with a limiter 



switch with three settings — Full, 10m 
to infinity, and 2.8 to 10m. 

The 150-600 makes use of nine 
diaphragm blades to provide a 
circular aperture. The lens has a 
minimum focussing distance of 2.8m 
and a maximum magnification of 1:5. 
It has a filter size of 95mm. The lens 
has a zoom lock, which allows you to 
lock the zoom at any of the marked 
positions on the lens barrel. This 
prevents the lens from 'zoom creep' 
while the front of the lens points 
downward. 

The 150-600mm Contemporary is 
compatible with Sigma's USB dock 
(available separately), which can be 
used to update the lens firmware 
and customise focus and other such 
parameters. The lens has a Custom 
button, which provides options of 
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Off, Cl and C2. These values can be 
customised using the dock. 

The lens has dimensions of (Diameter 
x Length) 105x260.1 mm and weighs 
1930g. 

Ergonomics 

The Sigma 150-600mm Contemporary 
is not the lens you would usually like 
to hand-hold for more than a few 
seconds while shooting. Though it is 
bulky and heavy, you can get a couple 
of shots hand-held in an emergency. 
The control switches on the body 
make the lens even more user-friendly. 
The lens has a rotary zoom ring, 
which has focal lengths marked at 
150, 180, 200, 250, 300, 400, 500 and 
600mm. There is also a focus distance 
window on the lens barrel. If you feel 
that the full focal range is slowing 
you down, you have the option of 
limiting the focal range, which is great. 
Focus options on the lens include 
AF (Autofocus), MF (Manual Focus), 



lock on to the subjects in low-light 
situations indoors. But please note 
that this lens is primarily aimed at 
outdoor photographers. 

Flare was controlled very well, though 
observed along with slight ghosting 
in strong against-the-light shots. We 
observed mild pincushion distortion 
throughout the zoom range, though 
you might not be able to spot it in 
normal outdoor images. The lens 
produced sharp images, and the 



and MO (Manual Override). The lens 
protrudes quite a bit during zooming, 
but we cannot really complain. 



Performance 

We tested the the Sigma 150-600 
lens on a Canon 6D body. The lens 
performed very well in our tests. 
Autofocus was fast enough for an 
relatively slow superzoom lens, though 
it cannot be compared to professional 
prime models. It struggled a bit to 



0> 
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Optical Stabilisation performed 
really well. In fact, at 600mm I 
could get sharp images at 1/60 sec 
with the lens hand-held, and the 
images remained reasonably sharp 
even at 1/30 sec. We did our 
regular sharpness test with the lens 
mounted on a firm tripod. At 150mm, 
the lens produced good sharpness 
from f/5 to 11. At 300mm, the zone of 
good sharpness was from f/5. 6 to 11, 
while at 600mm, it ranged from 
f/6.3 to 11. The lens maintained the 
sweet spot at f/8 throughout the 
zoom range. 

Prominent darkening of corners was 
observed at f/5 and f/5. 6 at 150mm, 
which vanished around f/8. 

Overall, we would consider this 
excellent performance for a lens in 
this category. 



Value for Money 

The Sigma 150-600mm f/5-6.3 DG 
OS HSM | C lens retails at an MRP of 
Rs.87,000. This is excellent value for 
money, considering the performance 
of the lens. |SP 



KEY SPECIFICATIONS 



Lens Construction: 20 Elements in 14 
Groups 

Angle of View: 16.4°-4.1° 

Number of Diaphragm Blades: 9 
Minimum Aperture: f/22 
Minimum Focusing Distance: 2.8m 
Filter Size: 95mm 
Maximum Magnifications: 1:5 
Dimensions: 105 (D) x260.1mm 
Weight: 1930g 
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Performance 



Autofocus 


mu 


4/5 


Sharpness 


Mill 


4/5 


Distortion control 


Mill 


3.5/5 


Aberrations 


Mill 


4/5 


Darkening 
of corners 


Mill 


3.5/5 


Extra features 


Mill 


4/5 


Sub-Total 


23/30 


Value for Money 


8/10 



llllllllll 



PLUS 

• Excellent OS 

• Focus Limiter 
switch 

• Can be customised 

• Superb sharpness 

• Above average 
optics 



Verdict 



MINUS 

• None observed 



The Sigma 150-600mm f/5-6.3 DG OS 
HSM Contemporary lens is a budget 
alternative to the more premium Sport 
designated lens with the same prefix 
in the name. The Sport lens has a 
completely weather sealed body along 
with additional special elements used in 
construction. But this comes at double 
the price of the Contemporary model. At 
the declared price tag, the Contemporary 
lens is certainly a great buy, and you are 
not likely to complain even a bit. 
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HTC One ME ? 37,000 



Hil Kunal Gangar 
& Sujith Gopinath 



W hat started as a single device 
in the One range, HTC now 
has lots of choices to offer 
to consumers in its flagship series. The 
Taiwan-based company is currently 
offering at least 10 devices from the 
One series but what takes the top spot is 
the recently announced HTC One ME, 
which we are taking a thorough look at 
this month. 

Design and Build Quality 

HTC has always focussed on the phones 
design and the One ME is a prime 
example of that. The phone is a visual 
treat that makes it as good looking as 
Apple’s iPhone 6 or Samsung’s Galaxy S6. 
Unlike the complete metal finish, HTC 
has gone with a two -tone finish on the 
One ME. The front side of the phone 
boasts metal finish whereas the back 
side features a polycarbonate shell 
and the end result is a beautiful, clean 
look. The phone is not slim by today’s 
standards but the phone sits well in the 
hand and with a curved back, it provides 
a good grip. 

As far as placement goes, the loudspeaker 
is laid out on the top along with the 
a fingerprint sensor and front-facing 
camera whereas the power button, 
volume rocker button and microSD 
card slot on the right hand side. The left 
hand side features the dual nano SIM 
card slots while the top and bottom sides 
feature an IR blaster and micro USB port, 
and 3.5mm headphone jack respectively. 

Key Features 

HTC One ME features a 5.2-inch 
display supporting WQHD resolution 
(1440x2560) with a pixel density of 
565ppi (pixels per inch). The phone runs 
on Android Lollipop with Sense UI 7 on 
top. The device uses a MediaTek helio 
XI 0, Octa Core 2.2GHz CPU. It features 
32GB ROM (internal memory) and 3GB 
RAM. The memory card slot can accept a 
microSDXC card up to 2TB. 

The phone is capable of playing loads 
of multimedia files and enhancing 



Style with 
Substance 

HTC had, once been a premium brand, with 
robust build quality and stylish designs, 
but not quite handy with the common folk. 
But that was the Windows Mobile era, 
and Android has completely changed the 
landscape and opened up the smartphone 
space to many more players 



the multimedia experience is HTC’s 
BoomSound dual front-facing speakers 
with Dolby Audio surround. 

The back camera on the One ME boasts 



a 20 megapixel Back-side Illuminated 
(BSI) sensor. It can capture up to 20 
images continuously and allows to add 
more modes like Bokeh, Photo Booth 
and Split Capture. The camera allows 



/ HTC One ME smartphone 
/USB cable 
/ Power Adapter 
/ Earphone 
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both Auto and Manual modes to suit 
both the casual as well as serious users. 
On the video front, the camera supports 
4K video recording but predictably, it is 
limited to 6 minutes only. 

The UltraPixel camera on the front 
takes some good selfies and with the 
beauty mode support, users can clean 
up the selfie for flawless skin in real 
time. The ME uses a 2840mAh battery. 
The phone has dimensions of 150.99 x 
71.99 x 9.75 mm and weighs 155g. 

Ergonomics 

The display quality is amazing and 
thanks to the high resolution, the 
images and text appear sharp and 
crisp. The phone also supports motion 
launch gestures that allows user to 
swipe or tap on the display to execute 
some commands. HTC’s customised 
user interface is more or less similar 



to the previous iterations but is smooth 
and lag free. Swiping on the left reveals 
BlinkFeed that updates world news and 
social updates in an eye pleasing manner. 

Performance 

MediaTek chips are often associated 
with mid-range devices so we were 
surprised when HTC decided to use it 
for their flagship products. But given 
our experience with MediaTek’s helio 
XI 0 processor, we were more than 
happy with the overall performance. 



The helio XI 0 is an octa-core processor 
and coupled with 3GB RAM, the phone 
offered comparable performance to 
that of phones running on Qualcomm’s 
Snapdragon or Samsung’s Exynos 
chipsets. If synthetic benchmark is any 
indication, the phone scored well around 
40000 points in Antutu benchmark. The 
loudspeaker output is very good with no 
sign of distortion. 

The camera takes some really good 
pictures in outdoor lighting conditions. 



HTC has always focused on the design of their devices 
and the One ME is a prime example 
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KEY SPECIFICATIONS 



CPU: MediaTek helio X10, Octa Core(8x 
2.2GHz) 



Network: 2G/2.5G - GSM/GPRS/EDGE: 
850/900/1800/1900 MHz; 3G UMTS: 
850/900/1900/2100 MHz; 4G LTE: FDD: 
Bands 1, 3, 5, 7, 8, 28; TDD: Bands 38, 39, 
40,41 



Sound: HTC BoomSound™ with Dolby Audio™ 
Platform: Android with HTC Sense 



Memory: ROM: 32GB, RAM: 3GB; External: 
microSDXC card slot, up to 2TB 



Main camera: Sensor: 20MP, BSI sensor; Lens: 
27.8mm equivalent f/2.2; Video: 4K video 
recording 



Front camera: Sensor: HTC UltraPixel, BSI 
sensor; Lens: 26.8mm equivalent f/2.0; Video: 
1080p video recording 
Display: 52 inc^W^ 

SIM Card Type: Dual nano SIM 
Connectivity: NFC, Bluetooth 4.1, Wi-Fi: 
802.1 1 a/b/g/n/ac (2.4 & 5 GHz), DLNA, CIR 
Audio jack: 3.5 mm stereo jack 
USB: micro-USB 2.0 (5-pin) port 
Battery: 2840 mAh 
Weight: 155 g 



Dimensions: 150.99 x 71.99 x 9.75 mm 



If you want noise-free images indoors, 
set the Max ISO in Auto mode to a 
lower value or use Manual setting and 
choose a low ISO. Native image size is 
12.48 x 17.92 inches at 300 ppi. At 25 
percent view, ISO 1600 was very noisy, 
while ISO 800 showed slight noise. 
Enlarged to 50 percent, we observed 
slight noise even at ISO 400. Viewed at 
100 percent, noise appeared from ISO 
200 onwards. Outdoor images were 
sharp, but when the device sensor 
detects a low-light situation, the noise- 
reduction feature is applied automatically 
even to the lowest ISO setting. This 
softens the images, while reducing noise. 
Auto White Balance performed well in 
most situations. 

Taking pictures with the camera is fast 
with the camera booting up in a second. 
The HTC One ME sports an easy to use 
interface. The 2840mAh battery gave 




The 20MP camera 
produces reasonably 
good images 



us roughly 1 1 hours of use on a single 
charge, which is considered average in 
today’s competition. 

Value For Money 

The HTC One MI retails at an MRP of 
Rs. 37,000. We consider this fair value for 
money. |SP 



FINAL SCORE 




Design and Build Quality 17/20 

llllllllllllllllllll 



Key Features 17/20 

llllllllllllllllllll 

Ergonomics 16/20 

llllllllllllllllllll 

Performance 16/20 

llllllllllllllllllll 

Value for Money 1 5/20 

llllllllllllllllllll 



/ 



PLUS MINUS 

• Stylish design • Aggressive 

• 20MP camera noise reduction 

• 32GB ROM 
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VERDICT 

The One ME is a competitive device and 
if you are the one who does not take too 
many photos indoors in Auto mode, the 
device gives little reason to complain. 





Buyers' Guide - Digital SLRs CV 



CANON EOS-1 DX 




CANON EOS 5D MARK III 




CANON EOS 5DS/5DSR 




ISO Equivalence 

Shutter Speed 
LCD Monitor 
Storage Type 

Weight 



Sensor Type/size 

Effective Pixels 
File Formats 
Metering Modes 



Exposure Modes 



Full Frame 36 x 
24 mm CMOS 
18.1 million 
RAW /JPEG 
Multi, Center- 
weighted, 
Average, Spot 
Program AE, 
Shutter priority 
AE, Aperture 



priority AE, Manual 
1 00-51200 (50, 1 02400 and 204800 
with boost) 

30 sec-1 /8000 sec. 

3.2 inches/ 1040000 pixels 
Compact Flash (Type I or II), 

UDMA compatible 
1525g 




Sensor Type/size 

Effective Pixels 
Supported 
File Formats 



: CMOS, Full 
frame 36 x 24 mm 
: 22.3 million 



Metering Modes 
Exposure Modes 



ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
LCD Monitor/Dots 
Storage Type 



Weight 



JPEG (Exif 2.3 [Exif 
Print] compliant) 
RAW: RAW, 
sRAWI , sRAW2 
(Mbit, Canon 
original RAW 2nd edition) 

: Multi, Center-weighted, Spot, Partial 
: Auto-i- Program AE, Shutter priority AE, 
Aperture priority AE Manual (Stills and 
Movie), Custom (x3) 

100-25600 (50-102400 in expanded mode) 
30 sec - 1/8000 sec 
3.2-inch, 1,040,000 dots 
Compact Flash Type I (UDMA compatible), 
SD/SDHC/SDXC 
: 950 gms 




Metering Modes 

LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 
Weight 



Effective Pixels : 50.6 million 
Sensor Type : 36 mm x 24mm 
(Full Frame) 
CMOS 

Supported File Type: Raw/JPEG/ 
MOV video 
Exposure Modes : Program AE, 
Shutter priority 
AE, Aperture 
priority AE 
Manual , Bulb 

Evaluative, Partial, Spot, 

Centre-weighted 
3.2-inch, 1,040, 000-dot TFT 
ISOI 00-6400 (expandable to 50-1 2,800) 
30-1/8000 sec 
SD & CF dual slot 
:845g 



Price: Rs. 4,55,995 (body only) 


Price: Rs. 2,07,995 (body only) 






CANON EOS 6D 




CANON 7D MARK II 



Price: 252,995 / 265,995 (body only) 




Sensor Type/size 
Effective pixels 



Metering Modes 



Exposure Modes 

ISO equivalence 

Shutter Speeds 
LCD Monitor/ Dots 
Storage Type 
Weight 



: CMOS, 35.8mm 
x 23.9mm 
: Approx. 

20.2 million 

Supported File formats: JPEG, RAW (14- 
bit, Canon 
original), 
RAW+JPEG 
: Evaluative 
metering (315 
zones), Partial, 

Spot, Center-weighted 

Program AE for movie shooting, Manual 

exposure 

1 00-25600 (expansion possible to ISO 
50, ISO 51 200 and 102400) 

1/4000 to 30 sec. 

3.0-inches, 1,040,000 dots 

SD card, SDHC card, SDXC memory card 

680g (Body only) 




LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 

Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 

Weight 



Effective Pixels : 20.20 million 

Sensor Type : CMOS sensor 

(22.4x1 5.0mm) 
Supported FileType : JPEG, Raw (14- 
bit Canon 
original) 

Exposure Modes : P, S, A, M 

Metering Modes : Evaluative, 

Partial, Spot, 
Centre-weighted 
: 3.0-inch, 1 .04 million dots 
: ISO 1 00 - ISO 1 6000, expandable to HI 
(equivalent to ISO 25600) 

: 30 to 1/8000 sec., Bulb 
: CF (Type I, UDMA 7 supported), SD/ 
SDHC/SDXC memory cards 
: 91 Og 



CANON EOS 70D 




Sensor Type/Size 



Effective Pixels 



Supported File 
Formats 

ISO equivalence 



: CMOS sensor 
(22.5 x 
15.0mm) 

: Approx. 

20.20 million 



Exposure Modes 



Metering Modes 

Shutter Speeds 
LCD Monitor/ Dots 
Storage Type 
Weight 



RAW/JPEG 
Auto, 100,200, 
400, 800, 

1 600, 3200, 

6400, 12800 (25600 with boost) 

: Program AE , Shutter-priority AE, 
Aperture-priority AE, Manual 
exposure, Bulb exposure 
: Evaluative, Partial, Spot, Center- 
weighted average 
30 sec to 1 /8000 sec 
3.0-inch/1 .04 million dots 
SC/SDHC/SDXC 
675 g 



Price: Rs. 1,1 9, 995 (body only) 


Price: Rs. 128,795 (body only) 






CANON 760D 




CANON EOS1200D 



Price: Rs. 74,995 (body only) 




LCD Monitor 

ISO Equivalence 

Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 
Weight 



Effective Pixels : 24.2 million 

Sensor Type : 22.3 x 14.9mm 
(APS-C) CMOS 
Supported FileType : Raw, 

JPEG, MP4 

Exposure Modes : P, S, A, M 
Metering Modes : Evaluative, 
Partial, Spot, 
Centre-weighted 
3.0-inch 1,040,000-dot 
Capacitive Touch Screen 
ISOI 00 - 6400 (Expandable 
to 12,800) 

30-1/4000 sec. 

SD/SDHC/SDXC memory card 
520g 




Metering Modes 
LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 
Weight 



Effective Pixels 
Sensor Type 

Supported File 
Type 
Exposure 
Modes 



18 Million 
CMOS, 22.3 x 
14.9mm 

JPEG, RAW (14 bit) 



Program AE, Shutter- 
priority AE, Aperture- 
priority AE, Manual 
Centre-weighted, Evaluative 
3.0-in. approx. 460,000 dots TFT 
ISO 100 -6400 
30-1/4000 sec 
SD/SDHC/SDXC 
480g (with battery) 



NIKON D4s 




Metering Modes 
LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 

Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 
Weight 



Effective Pixels : 16.2 Million 
Sensor Type : 36.0 x 23.9 mm 
CMOS 

Supported FileType : JPEG, RAW (12 
or 14 bit), TIFF 
Exposure Modes : Program with 

flexible program 
(P); shutter- 
priority (S); 

aperture-priority (A); manual (M) 

Matrix, Centre-weighted, Spot 
3.2-in., approx. 921 k-dot (VGA) TFT 
ISO 200 -25,600 (Expandable 
to 409,600) 

30-1/8000 sec 
XQD and Type I CF (x2) 

1 350g (with battery and card) 



Price: Rs.54,995 (Body only) 



Price: Rs. 27,995 (Body only) 



Price: Rs. 4,1 9, 950 (Body only) 
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NIKON D610 




NIKON D810 




NIKON D750 




Sensor Type/Size 



Effective Pixels 
Supported File 
Formats 

ISO Equivalence 



: CMOS sensor 
(35.9x24.0 mm) 
: 24.3 million 



Metering Modes 
Shutter Speeds 
LCD Monitor/ Dots 
Storagi 
Weight 



NEF (RAW)/) PEG 
ISO 100-6400 in 
steps of 1/3 or 
1/2 EV 

Exposure Modes : Auto; scene; 

programmed 

auto with flexible program (P); 
shutter-priority auto (S); aperture-priority 
auto (A); manual (M) 

Matrix, Center-weighted, Spot 
30 sec to 1/4000 sec 
3.2-inch/ approx. 921 k-dot 
SC/SDHC/SDXC 
850 g 




Metering Modes 
LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 

Weight 



Effective Pixels : 37.09 Million 

Sensor Type : 35.9mm, 

x24.0mm CMOS 

Supported File Type : JPEG, RAW (12 
or 14 bit), TIFF 
Exposure Modes : Program with 

flexible program 
(P); shutter- 
priority (S); aperture-priority (A); manual (M) 
: Matrix, Centre-weighted, Spot 
: 3.2-inch, approx. 1229k-dot TFT 
: 64-1 2800 (Expandable to 51 ,200) 

: 30 -1/8000 sec 

: CF (Type I, UDMA compliant), SD/SDHC/ 
SDXC (dual slot) 

: 980g (with battery and card) 




Metering Modes 

LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
Storagi - 
Weight 



Effective Pixels : 24.93 mi 1 1 ion 

Sensor Type : 35.9mm, x24.0mm 

CMOS 

Supported File Type : JPEG, RAW (12 or 
1 4 bit) 

Exposure Modes : Auto, Scene, 

Special Effects, 
Program with 
flexible program 
(P); shutter-priority 
(S); aperture-priority (A); manual (M) 

Matrix, center-weighted, or 
highlight-weighted 

3.2-inch, approx. 1 229k-dot tilting TFT 
1 00-1 2800 (expandable to 51 ,200) 
30-1/4000 sec 
SD/SDHC/SDXC (Dual Slots) 

840g (with battery and card) 



Price: Rs. 1 ,29,950 (Body only) 


Price: Rs. 1,99,950 (Body only) 






NIKON D3300 




NIKON D5500 



Price: Rs. 1 ,34,450 (body only) 




Metering Modes 
LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 
Weight 



Effective Pixels : 24.2 Million 

Sensor Type : 23.5x15.6 mm 

CMOS sensor 

Supported File Type: JPEG, RAW 
(12 bit) 

Exposure Modes : Auto, Programmed 
auto with flexible 
program (P); 
shutter-priority 

auto (S); aperture-priority auto (A); 
manual (M); scene, special effects 
Matrix, Centre-weighted, Spot 
3-in., approx. 921 k-dot (VGA) TFT 
ISO 1 00-1 2800 (Expandable up to 25,600) 
30 to 1/4000 sec 
SD/SDHC/SDXC memory card 
460g (with battery and card) 




Metering Modes 
LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 

Weight 



Effective Pixels : 24.2million 

Sensor Type : Nikon DX format 

(23.5 xl 5.6mm) 
CMOS 

Supported File Type : NEF (Raw): 12- 
or 14 bit, JPEG 

Exposure Modes : Auto, P, S, A, M, 
Scene, Special 
effects 

: Matrix, Centre-weighted, Spot 
: 3.2-inch, approx. 1 03 7k-dot TFT 
: ISO 100-25600, Auto 
: 30 to 1/4000 sec, Bulb, Time 
: SD, SDHC (UHS-I compliant), SDXC 
(UHS-I compliant) 

:470g 



NIKON D7100 




ISO equivalent 
Shutter speeds 
LCD monitor 
Storage type 
Weight 



24.1 million 
23.5x1 5.6mm, 
CMOS 
Matrix, 

Center-weighted, 
Spot 

A, P (with 
Flexible P), S, M 
1 00-6400, extended up to 25,600 
30-1/8000sec, plus Bulb 
3.2", 1,228,800 dots 
SD, SDHC, SDXC 
675 g, body only 



Effective pixels 
Sensor size/type 

Metering modes 



Exposure modes 



Price: Rs. 29,450 (Body only) 


Price: Rs. 54,450 (body only) 






Nikon D7200 




PENTAX K3 



Price: Rs. 79,450 (Body only) 




Metering Modes 

LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 
ight 
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Effective Pixels : 24.2 million 

Sensor Type : Nikon DX format 

(23.5mm, 
xl 5.6mm) 

CMOS 

Supported File Type : Raw, JPEG, MOV 



Exposure Modes 



: Matrix, Centre- 
weighted, Spot 



: Program AE, 
Shutter priority 
AE, Aperture 
priority AE 
Manual 




Exposure Modes 



Sensor Type/Size: CMOS sensor (23.5 
x 15.6mm ) 

Effective Pixels : 23.35 MP 

ISO Equivalence : Auto: ISO 100-51200 
(1, 1/2, 1/3 steps), 
Auto ISO range 
selectable 

Supported File 

Formats : RAW (PEF, DNG), 

JPG (EXIF 2.30), DCF 
: Green, Hyper Program (P), Sensitivity 
Priority (Sv), Shutter Priority (Tv), Aperture 
Priority (Av), Shutter and Aperture Priority 



PENTAX K50 




Sensor Type/Size: APS-C sensor (23.7 x 
15.7mm ) 

Effective Pixels : 1 6.3 MP 
ISO Equivalence: Auto, 1 00 to 51 600, 
in 1, 1/2, 1/3 EV steps 

Supported File 

Formats : RAW (PEF, DNG), 

JPG (EXIF 2.30), DCF 
Exposure Modes : AF.A (auto), AF.S 

(single, w focus lock, 
focus/shutter priority selectable), AF.C 
(continuous, w focus/FPS priority 
selectable), Manual 



: 3.2-inch 1,229, 000-dot TFT 
: ISOI 00 -25,600 
: 30- 1/8000 sec 
: SD/SDHC/SDXC dual slots 
:765g 


Metering Modes 
Shutter Speeds 
LCD Monitor/ Dots 
Storage Type 
Weight 


(Tav), Metered Manual (M), Bulb, X-Speed 
: Multi, Center-weighted, Spot 
: 30 sec to 1/8000sec 
: 3.2-inch/1 037k-dot 
: SD/SDHC/SDXC 
: 799 g 


Metering Modes 
Shutter Speeds 
LCD Monitor/ Dots 
Storage Type 
Weight 


: Center-Weighted Average, Spot 
: 30 sec to 1/8000sec 
: 3.2-inch/1037k-dot 
: SD/SDHC 
: 649 g 


Price: Rs.86,450 (Body only) 


■ 


Price: Rs. 85,365 (Body only) 




Price: Rs. 48,995 (Body only) 
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Buyers' Guide - ILCCs (Mirrorless) 



FUJIFILM X-T1 




FUJIFILM X-E2 




FUJIFILM X-M1 




Effective Pixels 
Sensor Type 
Supported File Type 
Exposure Modes 

Metering Modes 
LCD Monitor 

ISO Equivalence 

Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 
Weight 



1 6.3 million 

23.6mm x 1 5.6mm X-Trans CMOS 
JPEG, RAW 

Program, Shutter priority, 
Aperture priority, Manual 
: Mu Iti / Spot / Average 
: 3.0-inch, approx. 1,040K-dot, 
Tilt type 

: ISO 200 - 6400 (Extended up 
to ISO 100-51200) 

:30to 1/4000 sec., Bulb 
: SD/SDHC/SDXC (UHS-II) 

: Approx. 440g (including 
battery and memory card) 




Effective Pixels 
Sensor Type 
Supported File Type 
Exposure Modes 

Metering Modes 
LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 

Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 
Weight 



1 6.3 million 

23.6mm x 1 5.6mm X-Trans CMOS 
JPEG, Raw 

Program, Shutter priority, 
Aperture priority, Manual 
: Mu Iti / Spot / Average 
: 3.0-inch, approx. 1,040K-dot 
: ISO 200 - 6400 (Expandable 
up to ISO 100-25600) 

:30 to 1/4000 sec; Bulb 
: SD/SDHC/SDXC 
: Approx. 350g (including 
battery and memory card) 







Sensor Type/Size 

Effective Pixels 
ISO equivalence 
Supported File Formats 
Exposure Modes 



Metering Modes 
Shutter Speeds 
LCD Monitor/ Dots 
Storage Type 
Weight 



APS-C X-Trans CMOS 
(23.6mm x 15.6mm) 

1 6 MP 

Auto /ISO 200 -6400 
RAW/JPEG 

Advanced SR AUTO, Program 
AE, Shutter Priority, Aperture 
Priority, Manual, Custom, 
Portrait, Landscape, Sport, SP, 
Adv., AUTO 
Multi, Average, Spot 
30 sec to 1/4000 sec 
3.0-inch Type 920K-dot 
SD/SDHC/SDXC (UHS-I) 

330 g 



Price: Rs. 91 ,999 (Body only) 



Price: Rs. 1,09,999 



Price: Rs. 47,999 



FUJIFILM X-A1 




OLYMPUS OM-D E-M5 II 




OLYMPUS PEN E-PL5 




Effective Pixels 
Sensor Type 
Supported File Type 
Exposure Modes 

Metering Modes 
LCD Monitor 

ISO Equivalence 

Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 
Weight 



: 1 6.3 million 

:23.6mm x 15.6mm CMOS 
: J PEG, Raw 

: Program, Shutter priority, 
Aperture priority, Manual 
: Multi, Spot, Average 
: 3.0-inch, Approx. 920K-dot 
Tilt type TFT 

: ISO200 - 6400 expandable 
to ISOI 00-25600 
:30 to 1/4000 sec., Bulb 
: SD/SDHC/SDXC (UHS-I) 
:Approx. 330g (including 
battery and memory card) 




Effective Pixels 
Sensor Type 
Supported File Type 
Exposure Modes 

Metering Modes 

LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 



Weight 



Price: Rs. 44,999 (with 16-50mm If 



16.1 million 

4/3 Live MOS Sensor (17.3 x 13.0 mm) 
JPEG, Raw, MPO 
iAUTO, P, A, S, M, Bulb, Time, 
Scene select, Art Filter, My Set 
: Digital ESP, Centre-weighted 
average, Spot 
3.0-inch vari-angle 
ISO 100-25,600 
60 to 1/8000 sec, Bulb, Time 
SD, SDHC, SDXC (UHS-I, II 
compatible), Eye-Fi Card 
compatible 
:469g 



Price: Rs. 74,990 (body only) 




Effective Pixels 
Seensor Size/ Type 
Metering Modes 
ISO 

Exposure Modes 
ISO equivalence 



16.1 million 
1 7.3 x 1 3 mm, CMOS 
Multi, Center-weighted, Spot 
Auto (200 - 1 600), 1 00, 200, 400, 
800, 1600, 3200, 6400, 12800 
: P, A, S, M , Bulb, Time, i- 
Auto, Scene Modes, Art Filter 
: Auto ISO 200 - 25600 (customis 
able, default ISO 200 -1600), 
Manual ISO 200 - 25600 in 1/3 or 
1 EV ISO steps 



Shutter Speeds 


: 60-1/4000 sec 


LCD Monitor/ Dots 


: 3-inch, 460,000 dots 


Storage Type 


: SD/SDHC/SDXC 


Weight 


:279g (body only) 


Price: 44,990 (with 14-42mm lens) 



OLYMPUS PEN E-PL7 




OLYMPUS OM-D E-MI 




PANASONIC DMC GF5 



fiT.np'- 




nil 



Effective Pixels 


: 1 6.1 million 


Sensor Type/Size 


CMOS sensor (1 7.3 x 1 3 mm) 


Effective Pixels 


Sensor Type 


: 4/3 Live MOS Sensor 


Effective Pixels 


1 6MP 


Sensor Type/Size 


Supported File Type 


: RAW, JPEG 


ISO equivalence 


100-25600 in 1/3EV or 


Metering Modes 


Exposure Modes 


:iAuto, P, A, S, M, Bulb, Time, 




1 EV increments 






Scene select, Art Filter 


Supported File 


: JPEG/RAW (ORF)/ MPO 


Exposure Modes 


Metering Modes 


: Digital ESP, Centre-weighted 


Exposure Modes 


: Auto/Program, Shutter Priority, 






average, Spot 




Aperture priority, Manual, 


ISO Equivalence 


LCD Monitor 


: Approx. 1 03 7k-dot, 


Photo story/ Art 


Art filter/ SCN, Movie 






3.0-inch tilting 


Metering Modes 


Multi, Center-weighted, Spot 


Shutter Speed 


ISO Equivalence 


ISO 100-25600 


Shutter Speeds 


60 sec to 1 /8000 sec 


LCD Monitor 


Shutter Speed 


60 - 1/4000 sec 


LCD Monitor/ Dots 


3-inch 1 037 k-dot 


Storage Type 


Storage Type 


SDHC, SDXC, UHS-I compatible 


Storage Type 


SD/SDHC/SDXC , Eye-Fi 


Weight 


Weight 


Approx. 357g with battery 


Movie 


MPEG-4 AVC/H. 2 64/Motion 






and Memory card 




JPEG 








Weight 


:497g 






Price: TBA 


Price: Rs. 1 ,05,000 (Body only) 






: 12.1 0 Megapixels 
: Live MOS Sensor 
: Intelligent Multiple / Center 
Weighted / Spot 
: Program AE / Aperture Priority 
AE / Shutter Priority AE / Manual 
: Auto, 160, 200, 400, 800, 
1600, 3200, 6400, 12800 
: 60 sec - 1/4000 sec 
: 3-inch, 920,000 dots 
: SD/SDHC/SDXC 2 

:2 67 gms o 

O LO 

£ § 

E o3 



Price: Rs. 39,990/- S) o 
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Buyers' Guide - ILCCs (Mirrorless) 



PANASONIC DMC G6 




PANASONIC DMC-GH4 




PANASONIC DMC-GM5 




’'ill 




Sensor Type/Size 


CMOS sensor (1 7.3 x 1 3 mm) 


Effective Pixels 


: 1 6.05 million 


Effective Pixels 


: 1 6 million 


Effective Pixels 
ISO equivalence 


16 MP 

Auto /1 60, 200, 400, 800, 


Sensor Type 


:Live MOS Four-Thirds 
(17.3 x 13.0 mm) 


Sensor Type 


: 1 7.3 x 1 3.0 mm (Four Thirds) 
Live MOS 


1600, 3200, 6400, 12800, 
25600 (Extended) 


Supported File Type : J PEG, Raw, MPO, MOV, 
MP4, AVCHD 


Supported File Type 
Exposure Modes 


Raw, JPEG, AVCHD, MP4 
P, S, A, M 


Supported File 


: RAW/JPEG/MPO Video: 


Exposure Modes 


: P, A, S, M 


Metering Modes 


Multiple, Centre-weighted, Spot 


MPEG4/AVCHD 


Metering Modes 


: Multi-pattern, Centre-Weighted, LCD Monitor 


3-inch 92 1,000-dot TFT 


Exposure Modes 


: Program AE / Aperture Priority 




Spot 


ISO Equivalence 


ISOI 00 -25,600 




AE / Shutter Priority AE / Manual 


LCD Monitor 


:3. 0-inch free angle OLED 


Shutter Speed 


60- 1/1 6,000 sec 


Metering Modes 


: Intelligent Multiple / Center 




screen, 1,036,000 dots 


Storage Type 


SD/SDHC/SDXC 


Shutter Speeds 
LCD Monitor/ Dots 
Storage Type 
Weight 


Weighted / Spot 
60 sec to 1 /4000 sec 
3.0-inch Type 1036k-dot 
SD/SDHC/SDXC 
390 g 


ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 

Weight 


: ISO 1 00 (Extended) to 25600 
:60 to 1/8,000 sec, Bulb 
: SD/SDHC/SDXC card 
(UHS-I compatible) 

:560g 


Weight 


21 1 g 


Price: Rs 59,990 


Price: Rs. 1 1 1 ,990 (Body only) 




Price: TBA 



SAMSUNG NX 300 




SONY ALPHA 7R II 




SONY ALPHA 7S 




Effective pixels 
Sensor size/type 
File formats 
Metering modes 
Exposure modes 
ISO equivalent 
Shutter speeds 
LCD monitor 

Storage type 
Weight 



20.3 Million 

23.5 x 15.7mm CMOS 

JPEG, Raw 

Multi, Centre- weighted, Spot 
Smart Auto, P, A, S, M 
100-25,600 
30-1/6000 sec 
3.31 inchAMOLED 
with Touch 
:SD, SDHC, SDXC 
:284 g (without battery) 



|gfr 



Effective pixels 
Sensor Type/size 

Supported File Type 
Video Format 
Best Video 
Storage Type 

Exposure modes 

ISO equivalence 

LCD Monitor 
Shutter Speed 
Weight 



:42.4 million 

: Fu 1 1 frame (35. 9x24. 0mm), 
"ExmorR" CMOS 
: JPEG, Raw 

:XAVC S, AVCHD, MP4 
:4K (3840x21 60) 

:MS PRO Duo/PRO-HG Duo, 
SD/SDHOSDXC (UHS-I compliant) 
: AUTO, P, A, S, M, Movie, 
Sweep Panorama, Scene 
: ISO 100-25600, expandable 
from ISO 50 to ISO 102400 
: 3.0-inch 1 ,228,800-dot TFT 
: 30 to 1/8000 sec, Bulb 
: 582 g 



& 



Effective Pixels 
Sensor Type 
Supported File Type 
Exposure Modes 

Metering Modes 

LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 
Weight 



: 1 2.2 million 

: 35. 6x23. 8mm, "Exmor" CMOS 
: J PEG, Raw 

: iAUTO, Superior Auto, P, A, 
S, M, Sweep Pano, Movie 
: Multi-segment, centre- 
weighted, spot 
: 3.0-type TFT 921,600 dots 
: ISO 100-409,600 
:30 to 1/8000 sec 
: SD Type/Memory Stick Type 
: Approx. 489 g 



Price: 48,900 (with 18-55mm lens) 



Price: Rs.239,990 (Body only) 



Price: Rs.1 ,54,990 (Body only) 



SONY ALPHA 7R 


SONY ALPHA 7 II 


SONY ALPHA 6000 




A 

Effective Pixels : 36.4 million 


Effective Pixels : 24 Million 


\m 

Effective Pixels :24.3 million 


l 



Sensor Type :35. 9x24. 0mm, "Exmor" CMOS 

Supported File Type : JPEG, Raw 



Exposure Modes 

Metering Modes 

LCD Monitor 

ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 
Weight 



: iAUTO, Superior Auto, P, A, 
S, M, Sweep Pano, Movie 
: Multi-segment, centre- 
weighted, spot 
: 3.0-type wide type TFT 
with 921,600 dots 
: ISO100 to 25600 
: 30 to 1/8000 sec 
: SD Type/Memory Stick Type 
: Approx. 465 g with battery 
and memory card 



Sensor Type 
Supported File Type 
Exposure Modes 

Metering Modes 
LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 

Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 



Weight 



: Full Frame (35.8 x 23.9mm) 

: JPEG, Raw, XAVC S, AVCHD, MP4 
: AUTO, P, A, S, M, Movie, Sweep 
Panorama, Scene 

: Multi-segment, centre-weighted, spot 
: 3.0-inch 1,22 8, 800-dot TFT 
: ISO 1 00-25,600, expandable 
up to 50 

: 30 to 1/8000 to 30 sec, Bulb 
: Memory Stick PRO Duo/PRO- 
HG Duo/XC-HG Duo, SD/ 
SDHC/SDXC memory card 
(UHS-I compliant) 

:599g 



Sensor Type 

Supported File Type 
Exposure Modes 
Metering Modes 

LCD Monitor 
ISO Equivalence 
Shutter Speed 
Storage Type 
Weight 



: APS-C type (23.5 x 1 5.6mm) 
"Exmor" APS HD CMOS 
: Raw, JPG, AVCHD, MP4 
: iAuto, P, S, A, M, Movie 
: Multi-segment, 
Centre-weighted, Spot 
3.0-inch 92 1,600-dot TFT 
ISOI 00-25,600 
30-1/4000 sec 
Memory Stick/S D 
285g 
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Price: Rs. 134,990 (Body only) 



Price: Rs.40,990 (Body only) 












SP 



Recommends 



Compact Cameras 



r a 

Canon PowerShot 
G7X 


r 'n 

Canon PowerShot 
C3X 


r \ 

Fujifilm Finepix 
XI 00s 

a»i 


r \ 

Nikon Coolpix 
P7800 


Nikon Coolpix P600 


With a 1-inch Type 
20.2-megapixel BSI 
CMOS sensor, the 
PowerShot G7 X is 
expected to deliver 
superior image quality 
in this category of 
compact cameras. It 
has a 24- 100mm 
equivalent f/1.8 - 2.8 
lens along with Wi-Fi 
and NFC capabilities. 

V J 


Canon PowerShot G3X 
uses a 1-inch Type sensor 
to deliver superior low- 
light performance than 
traditional small-sensor 
compacts. With a 24- 
600mm lens, the camera 
takes competition to a 
different level. Assisted 
by a DIGIC 6 processor 
and capable OIS, 
the camera delivers 
good image quality 
throughout the 
zoom range. 

V J 


The Fujifilm Finepix 
XIOOs comes with a 16 
MP APS-C size CMOS 
sensor, paired with a 
35mm equivalent f/2 
lens and a 2.8” LCD 
screen. The XIOOs 
noise control and 
hybrid viewfinder are 
very impressive and 
it produces pleasing 
pictures with good 
accuracy. 

V J 


The Coolpix 7800 
is Nikon’s top 
professional compact. 

It features a 12.2 
megapixel 1/1.7- 
inch Type CMOS 
sensor, a 28-200mm 
f/2. 0-4.0 lens, a 3” 
articulated LCD 
monitor and an EVF. 
Overall, the Coolpix 
7800 produces very 
good results, with an 
impressive Auto White 
Balance system. 

v y 


The Coolpix P600 is a 
16.1 -megapixel super- 
zoom camera with 60x 
optical zoom equivalent 
to 24-1440 mm. This 
features Optical 
Vibration Reduction 
along with Wi-Fi 
connectivity. The lens 
is constructed with 4 
ED and 1 super ED lens 
elements for superior 
image quality. 


f \ 

Panasonic Lumix 
DMC TZ40 


S \ 

Panasonic Lumix 
FZ1000 


r \ 

Sony Cyber-shot DSC 
RX10M2 


y \ 

Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC RX1 

\ 


Sony Cyber-shot DSC 
RX100M4 


The TZ40 is the 
successor to the TZ30 
in Panasonic's popular 
TZ (Travel Zoom) 
series. Featuring the 
first ever 18.1 MP MOS 
sensor, a 24-480mm 
F/3. 3-6.4 lens, and a 
3" touch screen, the 
camera, with its Leica 
lens, ensures optimum 
picture quality and 
the overall results are 
impressive. 

V V 


The latest entrant from 
the Panasonic stables, the 
20.1 -megapixel FZ1000 
uses a 1-inch Type high 
sensitivity MOS Sensor. It 
has an impressive LEICA 
DC VARIO-ELMARIT 27- 
432mm equivalent f/2.8 
- 4.0 lens constructed 
with 5 Aspherical and 4 
ED elements. It provides 
a HYBRID O.I.S,4K 
video recording and a 
shutter speed range of 
1-1/16000 sec. 

V J 


The 20.2-megapixel 
Sony RX10 M2 features 
a 24-200mm f/2.8 lens 
along with a 1.0-inch 
Type Exmor RS stacked 
CMOS sensor. A DRAM 
chip coupled with the 
sensor allows for high- 
speed signal processing 
and an optical image 
stabiliser assists you 
in getting shake-free 
images and seamless 4K 
videos. 

V J 


The RX 1 is the world's 
first compact camera 
with a full frame 24.3 
MP CMOS sensor. It 
has a Carl Zeiss Sonnar 
35mm f/2 lens that 
can be switched to 
macro mode. There is a 
built in 3” LCD screen. 

Anyone wanting a 
compact camera that 
produces high quality 
results should look at 
the RX1. 

v y 


The fourth generation 
of the RX100 series, 
this camera offers 20.1 
megapixel imaging with a 
1.0-inch Type Exmor RS 
stacked CMOS sensor. 
The sensor unit is coupled 
with a DRAM chip for 
high-speed processing, 
useful for 4K video 
recording. Coupled with 
a 24-70mm equivalent 
ZEISS Vario-Sonnar T* 
f/1. 8-2.8 lens, this camera 
is a winner all the way. 

V 
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Photographic 

argon 




Terms used in photography can often confuse a photographer, especially a beginner. Here is a list of 
photographic jargon, with as-simple-as-possible explanations. 

0 Rohinton Mehta 



APS-C: Describes a imaging sensor size 
or a camera using this size of sensor. 




APS-C stands for Advance Photo 
System, type C . Sensor size 1 5.7 x 
23.7mm approximately. Varies slightly 
between manufacturers 
Aperture: Set of metal blades 
that control the amount of light 
entering a lens (same as Diaphragm ) 
AVCHD: Advanced Video Coding 
High Definition. A format for digital 
recording and playback 
AF Sensor: A sensor used in achieving 
autofocus 

Buffer: Temporary storage of data 
before the images are written to the 
memory card 




-► 



Bridge camera: 

Describes a 
camera that 
fits between a 
compact and 
a D-SLR. Also 
known as Prosumer camera 
Ballhead: (Used on a tripod). Performs 
similar functions as a 
pan and tilt head but 
uses a central ball as 
a pivot to allow for 
camera movements 
Battery Grip: A 
device that attaches to the base 
of a D-SLR. 

The battery 
grip, not only 
provides 
better grip 
for vertical shooting, but uses extra 
batteries to supply power to the 
camera when the camera battery 
dies down. In some cases, it helps 
to increase the frames-per-second 
firing rate 

Burst mode: A camera mode that 
allows continuous firing 
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Barrel distortion: The outward 
bulging of 
straight lines 
in the centre 
of the frame 
due to lens 
imperfection 
Bit: Refers 
to a binary digit - the smallest unit of 
computer data, either 0 or 1 
Bit depth: A measure of the number of 
possible colours/tones in an image. Our 
images are basically formed using the 
three primary colours (also known as 
channels), red, green and blue. JPEG 
files are 8-bits per channel (which is the 
same thing as 24-bit. When we say 24- 
bit, we should not say "per channel"). 
Raw files can be 1 2-bits per 
channel or 14-bits per channel, that is 
36-bit or 42-bit respectively 
Bracketing: A method of taking three 
or more shots in succession (using 
different exposures), with a hope that at 
least one of them will be accurate. We 
also bracket when shooting for HDR 
imaging. Bracketing could also be for 
White Balance and ISO 










CCD/CMOS: Types of imaging 
sensors. CCD stands for Charged 
Coupled Device. CMOS stands 
for Complementary Metal-Oxide 
Semiconductor 
Compact camera: 

Describes a small, 
point-and-shoot 
type of camera 
Center-weighted meter: One of the 
in-built exposure meter that places 
greater emphasises on the central area 
of the frame. The user generally has 
the choice of selecting the area (8, 1 2, 
20mm circle at the center) 

Circular Polariser (CPL): A polarising 
filter designed to be used with digital 
cameras (as well as certain film cameras). 
A CPL prevents secondary polarisation 
of light at the reflex mirror, thereby 
preventing exposure/focussing error. 
Contrast-detection AF: A system 
of autofocussing wherein the camera 
uses contrast as the basis of evaluating 
correct focus 

Chromatic Aberration: The inability 
of all the three primary colours (Red, 
Green, Blue) to focus on the same 
plane. This manifests itself in the form 
of colour fringing at the edges and is 
most noticeable against high-contrast 
elements in the picture 
Clipping: Overexposing of highlights. 
Underexposing of shadows. 

Crop factor: A factor by which the 
focal length of a lens needs to be 
multiplied to get the equivalent focal 
length of a full frame 35mm sensor 
Close-up lens/filter: A magnifying 
glass that is attached to the front of a 
lens to make the lens focus closer. The 
magnifications are described by the 
term 'dioptre'. Eg. +1, +2, +3 etc. 



CMYK: Cyan, Magenta, Yellow, Black. 
These are the colours used in books/ 
magazines printing 

Colour temperature: A measure of 
the colour of light. 

D-SLR: Digital 
Single Lens Reflex 
camera. An 
interchangeable 
lens camera that 
uses a reflex mirror 
for viewing 
Diaphragm: Set of 
metal blades that 
control the amount 
of light entering 
a lens (same as 
Aperture) 

Depth-of-field: The zone of sharpness 
in a photo. 

DOF Preview Button: A button on the 
camera that allows you to visually check 
the depth-of-field. 

Dynamic Range: The range of brightness 
that can be captured by a film or digital 
imaging sensor. This range is much 
lower than the dynamic range of our eyes 
Digital zoom: In-camera electronic 
enlargement of the central area of 
a frame. Use of digital zoom should 
be avoided if high image quality is 
required. The same effect can be 
achieved during post-processing, by 
cropping an area and enlarging it 
DPI: Dots Per Inch. A measure of print 
resolution 

Diffuser: (1 ) A camera filter that softens 
an image (generally used with portraits). 

(2) Any material that softens 
the light from a 'hard light source' like 
the sun or a flashgun. Placed between 
the light source and the subject 



Exposure meter: A light-meter that 
recommends the aperture and shutter 
speed for a given lighting condition. 

An exposure meter can be 
built into the camera or can 
be an external hand-held 
variety. To use any light 
meter, you first need to set 
the ISO sensitivity. 

EVF: Short form of 
Electronic View Finder 
Evaluative meter: One of the in-built 
exposure meter that divides the frame 
into various segments and based on 
thousands of pre-set exposures built 
into the camera's memory, selects a 
suitable exposure depending on the 
lighting conditions and the set ISO 
sensitivity. Also known as Segmented/ 
Matrix meter 

Frame rate: A measure of how many 
frames a camera can fire in one second 
Flare: Image degrading, unwanted 
reflection of light within the lens 
Full-frame: Denotes a camera/imaging 
sensor that is the same size as a 35mm 
film (24 x 36mm) 

Focal plane: Describes the location 
of the film/imaging sensor within the 
camera 

Focal plane shutter: A type of shutter 
used in SLRs/D-SLRs. This shutter is 
placed in front of the film/sensor. 

Focal length: In a simple convex lens 
(a magnifying glass for example) and 
with light coming from infinity - the 
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distance between the vertical centre 
of the lens and the point where the 
light rays meet. Focal length tells us how 
much of the scene will be covered by 
the lens and what the magnification will 
be 

Firmware: A downloadable software 
offered by the camera manufacturer. 
Generally used to upgrade/improve 
on a camera's performance 
Filter: (As applicable to a camera) A thin 
glass/plastic or gelatine placed in front 
of the lens to modify the colour/quality/ 
quantity of light entering the lens 



H.264: A standard for video 
compression 

Hardware: (In terms of computers) 

The physical elements that make up a 
computer system 

HDR Imaging: High Dynamic Range 
Imaging. A technique of extending the 
dynamic range beyond the normal 
capacity of the imaging sensor. Three (or 
more) shots are taken from various areas 
of the scene (one from the shadows, one 
from the highlights and one from the mid- 
tones) and then combined in a computer 
program to create a picture with good 
detail in shadows as well as highlights. 
HDR technique is used when the lighting 
contrast is very high. 

Histogram: A graph showing the 




distribution of tones in an image. The 
horizontal axis shows the gradation of 
tones from the darkest to the left, to the 
brightest at the right. The vertical axis 
shows how many pixels are there in any 
particular tone. 
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HSB: Hue, Saturation, Brightness. The 
standard colour model for adjusting 
colour in image editing programs 

Intervalometer: A device that allows 
you to automatically take pictures at 
fixed intervals 

IS: Image Stabilizer- a feature that 
eliminates/reduces the effect of hand- 
shake (Originally a Canon Moniker) 
ILCC: Interchangeable Lens 
Compact Camera. Describes a 
mirror-less digital camera with 
interchangeable lenses, 

Incident Light Meter: A hand-held 
light meter that reads the amount of 
light incident to (falling on) the subject, 
(see image, Exposure meter) 
Interpolation: (As related to digital 
imaging) The act of introducing new 
elements (pixels) in an image 

JPEG: Joint Photographic Experts Group 
- a compressed (data losing) file format 
Jitter: Another way to describe the 
effects of hand-shake 

Kelvin: A unit of measurement of colour 
temperature based on absolute zero. 

Lateral CA: 

Chromatic 
aberration in 
which all the 
colours are in focus in the same plane but 
are not placed along the optical axis 
Longitudenal CA: Chromatic 
aberration 
in which 
different 
colours do 
not focus at the same point 
Leaf shutter: A type of shutter used in 
rangefinder cameras. Situated between 
the lens elements 





Linear Polariser (PL): A polarising 
filter designed to be used with film 
cameras that do not use a 'light-splitter' 
in the exposure metering system 
Live View: A camera feature that allows 
the LCD to be used as a viewfinder 
LCD: Liquid Crystal Display - the display 
(monitor) at the rear of digital cameras 
Luminosity: Brightness of colour, 
without considering hue or saturation 
LZW: An option while saving TIFF files. 
LZW compresses the file size without 
loss of data. LZW actually stands for 
- Lempel - Ziv - Welch, the names of 
three persons who devised it 

Matrix meter: See Evaluative meter 

Multi-segmented meter: See 

Evaluative meter 

Micro Four Thirds: A sensor format 
jointly created by Kodak, Olympus and 



■< 36mm ► 
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Panasonic. Sensor size approx. 1 3 x 
1 7mm 

MOV: A common multi-media format 
for saving movies and other video films. 
Macro lens: A special lens designed 
for life-size (1:1) photography 
Memory card: The removable module 
within a digital camera, that stores the 
images 

Mid-tone: Average tone. Neither too 
dark or too light; an in-between tone 

Noise: The digital equivalent of film 
grain. Noise is caused mainly due to 
underexposure. 

Normal lens: A lens having a focal 
length equivalent to the diagonal of the 
given format 
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Optical Viewfinder: The normal 
viewing device in a camera, through 
which you view and frame a subject. 
It uses optical glass as opposed 
to Electronic Viewfinder that uses 
electronic circuitry to boost the 
information within 




Pan and Tilt head: A camera support 
used along with a 
tripod, that allows 
the camera to be 
tilted (up/down) 
and panned 
sideways. It is different from a 'ball- 
head' in that it uses separate levers to 
control the pan and tilt 
Perspective Control/Tilt-Shift lens: 

A special lens designed for correcting 
perspective distortion 
Polariser: A filter that cuts off polarised 
light from entering the lens. This filter, 
when used correctly, has the ability to 
darken blue sky, cut reflections from 
water, glass, painted metal, wood, 
paper etc. 

Phase-detection AF: A method of 
autofocussing that splits the image 
in two and compares the images for 
similar light intensity patterns 
Perspective: The size relationship 
between the foreground, mid-ground 
and background objects in a photo. 

Pin cushion 1 

distortion: “ 

The inward 
pulling of 
straight lines in 
the centre of 
the frame due 
to lens imperfection. 

Prosumer camera: Same as Bridge 
camera 

Partial metering: Found mostly in 
Canon cameras, roughly 10-15% of the 




frame is measured in the centre. 

Pixel: The building block of any digital 
image; the smallest unit of any digital 
image. Short form of Picture Element 
Plug-in: A software designed to 
supplement a computer program’s 
performance or features. Generally 
created by third parties 
PPI: Pixels Per Inch. A measure of image 
resolution (applies to images on the 
computer screen) 



Raw: Refers to the data received 
directly from the imaging sensor, 
without any image parameters applied 
to it 

Reflected Light meter: A light meter 
that reads the amount of light reflected 
from a subject. Light meters built into 
cameras are reflected light meters. 

RGB: The primary colours (Red, Green, 
Blue) of the additive colour system 
RAID: Redundant Array of 
Independent Disks. A stack of hard 
disks, functioning as one 
Reflector: Any material that can reflect 
some light back onto a subject 
Resampling: The act of increasing or 
decreasing the resolution of an image 
by interpolation 

Sensor: (Imaging Sensor): Digital 
equivalent of film. 

Spot meter: One of the in-built 
exposure meter that reads a very small 
area of the frame (typically 3-5% area). 
External, hand-held 1 -degree spot 
meters are also 
available. 

Softbox: A 
type of light 
modifier, 
generally used 
with studio 
lights 




Software: A computer program that 
instructs a computer what to do, when 
to do and how to do 

TIFF: Tagged Image File Format - a 
lossless file format 
Telephoto lens: A lens having an 
angle-of-view narrower than that of a 
Normal lens (Eg. 70, 85, 

100, 200, 300mm etc) 

Teleconverter: A lens 
that fits between the 
camera body and the 
main lens. Its job is to 
increase the focal length, thereby 
offering a larger image 

Umbrella: A light modifier in the shape 
of an umbrella 




A ■ ■ 

VR: Stands for Vibration Reduction - 
a feature that eliminates/reduces the 
effect of hand-shake 






White Balance: A process of getting 
rid of colour casts. White objects 
should appear white in prints (there 
could be several reasons why that may 
not be so). Once white objects appear 
white, all other colours appear without 
any colour casts 

Wide-angle lens: A lens having an 
angle-of-view greater than that of a 
Normal lens (Eg. 35, 28, 24, 20mm etc) 



X-sync speed: Shutter speeds 
compatible with electronic flash 



Zoom lens: A lens having multiple focal 
lengths 
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Lens Nomenclature Guide 



Lens manufacturers use different suffixes to identify certain lens characteristics. 
Here they are, along with simple explanation (wherever required) of how they help. 

0 Rohinton Mehta 

CANON 

DO : Diffractive Optics: Special lens elements that reduce colour aberrations to the minimum, thus 

improving image quality. 

EF : Denotes that the lens is designed for full-frame cameras 

EF-S : Denotes that the lens is designed for APS-C cameras 

IS : Image Stabiliser: Helps to eliminate/reduce blur caused by camera movement during exposure. 

L : 'Luxury'-series lens: Canon's high-end, professional lenses. 






w 



NIKON 

AF-S 

CRC 

D 

DX 

FX 

ED 

G 

N 

IF 

RF 



Denotes that the lens is using a Silent Wave Motor: For fast and quiet autofocus 

Close Range Correction: Allows lenses to focus closer, while still maintaining good sharpness. This is 

done using a 'floating lens element' design. Generally used in macro and wide-angle lenses. 

Distance information passed on to the camera body: Helps to provide more accurate exposures 

APS-C camera lens 

Full-frame camera lens 

Extra Low Dispersion glass element: Corrects for chromatic aberrations 
Lens without aperture ring; aperture is controlled from the camera body 
Nano Crystal Coat: Greatly reduces flare due to internal reflections of light. 

Internal focussing: Instead of moving all the elements further away or closer to the film/sensor to 
focus, IF lenses move only certain internal elements. This allows for much faster focussing. 

Rear Focussing: Similar to IF but only the rear group of elements move to focus the lens. 



OLYMPUS 

ED : Low Dispersion glass element: Corrects for chromatic aberrations 



PANASONIC 

OIS 

Mega OIS 
Power OIS 
ED 



Optical Image Stabilizer: Helps to eliminate/reduce blur caused by camera movement during exposure. 
Mega Optical Image Stabilizer 

Power Optical Image Stabilizer: A superior design of Mega OIS. 

Low Dispersion glass element: Corrects for chromatic aberrations 




EF.M.H 




SIGMA 



APO 



ASP 



HSM 



Apochromatic lens element: Corrects for chromatic as well as spherical aberrations 
Aspherical lens element: Corrects chromatic aberrations 
APS-C camera lens 
Full-frame camera lens 

Hyper Sonic Motor: Internal motor, for fast and quiet autofocus 

Optical Stabiliser: Helps to eliminate/reduce blur caused by camera movement during exposure 
Rear Focussing: Only the rear group of elements move to focus the lens 
'Excellent' series lens 



/ 



TAMRON 

AD 


Anomalous Dispersion element: Eliminates lateral chromatic aberration 


USD 


UltraSonic Silent Drive 


ASL 


Aspherical lens element: Corrects chromatic aberrations 


Di 


Digitally integrated: Full-frame camera lens designed for digital cameras 


Di-ll 


Digitally integrated: APS-C camera lens 


HID 


High Index Dispersion glass element: Special glass for improving optical performance 


LD 


Low Dispersion glass: Corrects for chromatic aberrations 


IRF 


Internal Rear Focussing: Only the rear group of elements move to focus the lens 


VC 


Vibration Correction: Helps to eliminate/reduce blur caused by camera movement during exposure 


PZD 


Piezo Drive: Internal motor, for fast and quiet autofocus 



TOKINA 

AT-X 

PRO 

SD 

T 


: 'Advanced Technology Extra'- range of lenses 
: Professional lens 

: Super-low Dispersion element: Corrects chromatic aberrations 






PENTAX 

SDM 

DA 


: Sonic Direct-drive Motor: Internal motor, for fast and quiet autofocus 
: APS-C camera lens 






SONY 

DT 


: APS-C camera lens 
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Leave Noise, Capture Essence 

Manfrotto Filters, the best in the business 




CPL Effect 



Manfrotto Filters 

Best quality filter in the market 

Cross selling with other Manfrotto Products 

Brandt value & good value -for- mono 




Water Repellent 



Oil Repellent 



Manfrotto 






Competitor 




Antistatic 




I 



Key Features 



Costing 

Multi Coated (MCI filters ensure 
anti i\m £ reduce reflection 

Light Transmission 

Less lellKliw surface 
transmits more light 



Water Repellent 

Repels w^er 
droplet 

ScratcWQil Resistant 
Protects She lens irm 
damage due to oH 



Antistatic 

Ensures dust & 
cSJrf lm lens 

Reusable Storage Case 

Conveniently carrying 
multiple fillers 




India Photo Supports Distributors 



North 

Creative Peripherals & 
Ofitnlurtjoii Pvi Lid 

T; +91 9654M77W 
£: rwsniKa^cr^wii^.com 



South 

Srislrii Dlgillfe Pvt Ltd 

T: +91 S93U9 W*8 
L sk^S^hbcfigitife.-co.lri 



£nt 

Sfishfcl QtgiKUe Pvt. Lid. 

r +fli 94773 HS33 
£. nsfa© stishf Jd in i itft£ d m 



MM 

Creative Peripherals & 
□nlriOuEiflfi M Ud. 

T: +91 945 IQ 41073 
E: s sheffiy@flcrB3hMemdis.com 



A Manfrotto 

Imagine More 



i j? 



manfrottoin 







Sapp™ 

Album Binding Mi 



Catena 35 
ination Machine -13 in th 



ing Machine 19 inch 

le, 1 Non programme hlsi 



i 

Y Ultima - 65 , 
Lamination Machine - 25 inch 



.^■S s 

Datacard(USA) 
Id Card Printer 



Window Cutting 



Creasing Machine 

CPC 480 Manual Feed Laser Engraving Machine 



EEectricCreasing Machine 
CCP 650 E Size : 650 mm 



GQOL A3 



Plotter 



NonTearab 



Paper (NTH) 
Meta lie Pap er [HTR) f Silver,. 
Go Id, Rear! White, 
Clear, Frosted 



S Ft W 36C 

Wire Binding Machine 



Digital fait Stampi 



amination Film 



DIGITAL PRESS PHOTO ALBUM OFFSET PRESS 



AJ Business Machines, Renta Estate, Janatha Jn, Palarivattom, Cochin - 25 
Ph: 0484 - 2331362, 2339740 | Mob: 94471 18678, 9497713102 
E-mail: maU@ajbusinessin.com, ajbu&iness.inCigmaiLcom [ Website: www.ajbustness.in 




XN PHOTOGRAPHY 



CAREER 1 

OPPORTUNITIES 



ugh Ting up 
LOCATIONS 



PORTFOUO- 

DEVELOPMENT 






STARTING: OCTOBER *15 

■ t J r% t j * it- ^ S' » 

' 4 X-V 



' 



^Tjf^one year Diploma course offers students an 
- £ ■ ■ 'VQpp-pvtui’iity to study photography in Delhi. Well-estillraBH 



-an^award'Winning photographylfuru will train stud eritsKd 
derelop their own signature style. w 

Jm — 

Delhi college of photography 



STUDIO 

MEMBERSHIP 






WHAT ALL IS 
COVERED IN 
THIS 

COURSE? 



PHOTOGRAPHY 

BUSINESS 



\m / \£ 

PHOTOGRAPHY PHOTOGRAPHY 
FOR MAKE UP FOR DESIGNERS 

ARTIST 



UNDERSTANDING 
LIGHT-STUDIO 



VISITING 

FACULTY 



PHOTO 

EDITING 



57-5!$ Ouiram Lines* Kings wav Camp! Dclba h 110009 [ Tet: Oil 45517450 | Email: contacted cop. in 
f DirlhiCollegeOfPhmography 0 deihicoilegeofplioiography DCOFphocogiaphy +91 8580849771 

www.dcopJn 






The Only Way 

v ToHaveA^OOd Idea 

Is To Have A 

T Lot Of ideas! 



Prismfab 



WORLD FASTEST & INDIA'S FIRST 

SLA 3D MODEL PRINTER 



Ftegd. Office 26-Veer Savarkar Block, 253-Aggarwal Chamber. Vikas Marg, Shakarpur. Delhi - I 10 092, INDIA 
Corp. Office : I I, Veer Savarkar Block, Vikas Marg, Shakarpur, Delhi - I 10 092, INDIA 

^ +91-98 10340952, 9899800 123 Tel. : 91-1 1 -46581419 - 53i(S@i(idiainttedi.ton» i ar^indisinltedi.aint ji Web : www.iitindia.in : www.indiainttedii.am www.iit3d.in 



INNA INTERNATIONAL 

TECHNOLOGIES 

Auth. Distributor For IMETTQ. S-EAP& Prism lab Printer 



RAPID400 






IM4TTO 



Amrit Color Lab. Amritsar 
Ans Color Lab. Jalandhar 
Indian Color Vision, Meerut 
Arpit Album. Delhi 

Sonia Color Lab, Delhi 

New Patna Digital Color tab. Patna 

SRK Digital Color Lab, Mumbai 

Dens Color tab. Nasik 

Tasveor Color Lab. Surat 

Plazer Color Lab, {Jayanii Bhai), Ahmedabad 

ARO Photo. Bangalore 



SILVER HALIDE 

^BAVtfG 5 



TECHNOLOGIES 

Authorised Distributor for IMETTQ b "SEAP ftoduclibn Printer 



Rogd. Office- 26-Vee* Savarkar BJaek, ES3-Aggarwal Climber. Vikas Marg, 
Shakarpur, Delhi - 110 092, INDIA 

Cm p. Office- 1 1 , Veer Savarkar Block, Vikas Marg, Shakaipui, Delhi - 110 092, INDIA 



^ +91*9810340452, 9S99800 1 23 •» indiainttech@gmail.com Web : www.iitindia.in | www.indiainttech.com 







THE NEW TWIN-TECH PROFESSIONAL STUDIO FLASH SYSTEM 



First DOUBLE SENSOR 






Showroom {Delhi! 

PHOTOSYSTEMS INDIA PVT. LTD. 

2i6W13 r Gautairi N agar, Gulmofiar Park, Delhi-1 IQ Q49 (INDIA), Mob : 999QG 3071 0, E-mall : infc^priolo&y&tem&indla-com. Website : www.photosy&temsindia.ooiri 



Website : www.photopro.irs Dealer Contact at :■ E-mail : info@photopro.in 








® VANGUARD 




HORSESHOE BEND 

PACE, ARIZONA 



THE COLLECTION THAT KNOWS 
ITS WAY AROUND THE WORLD. 



a Kjtfl h Briley 



VEO Tripods offer a new breed of lightweight, compact usability. 

Take advantage of many ind us try-first feature* designed for the traveling photographer. 




COLLECTION 

TRIPODS | MONOPODS 



Model Shewn VEO 235MB 



^features s 



Q Rapid column rotation for compact 
transportation and quick se:up 

^ .4 different left angfes allow lor 
greater versatility 

Q Stronger leg \ork*. for greater 
maximum ioadmg capacity 

^ Rubber / Spike convertible 
feet dependent on terrain 



NIKITA DISTRIBUTORS 



v.v, r* tor e r;HVV>og UAe d C*i QlOlndto 

Fmd mpieabai/- 'WHie a R evstw sn<*WVn Camfisrt pleas* vtsiir w^v-.rriJitphL-n i u---, 



Ifn0*r*w & tv 

■ ■■ . . i ' r‘i . - FH B* Plot No. 4 10/?. Gieen< Tercoce. Near Vtdyul Na^ac Lone No. 5, Sotrth Korefloan. Pttfc Pune - 4 MODI . MH r Indio 
Tel: + 91 20 3050061 A, MCfc, + 91 WA7&081 71. E-ma* ramon.jp^riKU.ccm 

Muftlbdl - 92252225*6 Dfeffii ■ 92*8759295, KcMdla - 8697941299. GOO - 982251 851 7, 

CJrandigQrfv8427898&82.. 92*5759295. FUnjob - 9248 759295. Hyderabad - 970 1 D0434CL Cnenno ■ 98044 M884, Bangaloie - 9900000179. 

Kgk&o - 9864414054, Inpcwe -6989*97255 

Ahmodabod - 82354 11511, Mumbai - 869 1 857*02, Gvwdhdti - 9455557286, Silrguil - 9952025098,0353-2640 177. 

Jaipur ■ 9647*15276. aon - 9240759295 . Haryana - 9248759295. fioipur ■ 8989597255 

VANGUARD Brand store: 227 , ! sf _ floor, commissariat building. Dr. D N Road, Fort, Mumbai - 4 0000 T, 



@ 

VANGUARD 

09702185902. 







FREE 

ENTRY 



All Rajasthan Photographic Association 



Rajasthan 



October 



B.M. Biria Auditorium, jaipur 



Major Attractions 

tow PitrtUri UtMKfrn 

EqURpmanb 

Hew SuMriitVk OpoofbtiMi-i and aimkuUiwi 
Ocfptay'i 

Ow Id Orf IntMratlwi wrtfc Mon 
Hiah Ci«n EsMbitiM 
p+w>h*ptjohrt Ub Equipra* Rh 
i +mh Emt tumis 
Wrdd ihg Ptwtciqrjft|3hy anil AJhuirv 



A Mega Photogf aptiic Event Tor 

PtatirfettiOfttii PtMingrapfif^i 
Lib Gwrwrt 

HwtDfraphy Enthusiast* 

Inugri^ fltMj ioliTHCii Industry 
tludtnu 

Hwto^niphy Stgannur* 

<nTdga 1 l&vtn 

PhmwjTiphit Mlttiiai Supplm 



CorHuct for Stall Booking 963 *a 12299 o*i*o 703?i 

TtfJiJvCPrtEU l*f nMU*papftP. AwoetrfiOrt Cli K^Jnllm; 




Participants 



Kodak I lFU»iFllM|Tflin3Qn 



»» |T^| 

I m SST - I 



MUS 



o 






. ■ 



MII+OLTA 



■ H ,! - 



Humerus 



Nikon 



SWFBQDK 



3J 



SONY! EPSON 



11 \ 1 1 t 1 
ALAF 

coiNetfen 



I igFlick I fe&Ll 






And Ntiflu hicitc 



Z - mail ; iup^ilj.»ur^gnsal].coiri 



Website : www.rajasthjji^hoiofajsr.coiri 





www.venusalbum.com 

^V6nQs photobooks 

creating stories out of images 

INTRODUCING 
EMBOSSED HIGHLIGHTS 
(JEWELLERY SHINING) 
DIAMOND LOOK 
SHEET & COVERS 



Available at Venus Photobooks at very Attractive Prices 





IVels photobooks 

creating stories out of images 

An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Company 

PH0T0B00K • MINIB00K • CALENDAR 



Chandigarh 

SCO 1022-23, 2nd Floor 
Sec 22B, Chandigarh 
hpindigo@venusalbum.com 



Venus Album Co Pvt. Ltd. 



Amritsar 

B-12, New Indl. Focal Point 
Phase-Ill, Mehta Road, Amritsar 
indigo@venusalbum.com 



Ludhiana 

G-ll, Oaisis Complex 
Adjacent Punjabi Bhawan, 
Bharat Nagar Chowk, Ludhiana 
photobook@venusalbum.com 



Bangalore 

H 4, lllrd Floor, Maitree Apartment 
96, 6th Main road, 1 5th Cross 
Malleswaram, Bangalore 
mohit@venusalbum.com 



For Enquiry of Venus Eco Photobooks : +91 9217 28 28 28 




0°*/° 

V ROOMS 




Cinepolis 

* VH CflFirpiir&Ei. ClHE 


\j f ;r 


t (Ji5 

| rwaaTa NTPC | 

j 3 ^ A JErt* 




G335B !2SJ Hero MBW o 



DIAMOND BOOK 



CAREERS 360 3®. 



Titer fjJucjth^n Nub 



Smart 

PHOTOGRAPHY 








SEKONIC 

www.sekonic.com 



C-700 / C-700R 
Spectro master 
Expose yourself 



The world's first 
color touch 

spectro meter 

measures every 
light plus 
wireless flash 



SRISHTI 

www.srishtidigilite.co.in 
■ DiVittef.com/SrishtiDigilif1 
f fEirebook.com/SrfstitjDig-ilife co.in 



Imported and Marketed in Sndia exclusively by: 

Srfshti Dsgilife Pvt, Ltd, 

fiengalurii ■ Ho $2, Golden Square, 3rd Finer, L aldagd Main Rons. Bengaluru - SGtt 027- iHear Piis&pqrl OFficei'i 
For KarnstiJu Contact sura} Rrabhu, i gi so 41 17 aw Mob: +91 m*m 19397 
Email . pfalrfto.^iwap^isJilid^iliie.qg. hi 

Cochin - 79/1 -te c, Fma PaiarobH notice, ftrc-H School noon vywia , Em'aK mam. Cochin- Htfoia 
For Kerala Contact: flap. Mob; +9T 944.74 14046, Emml- rapti^£h(idigiiife.Ld in 
Hyderabad ; n Ho 1:4-247. Mahesnwari lowers Hoad Hu t. ftniitfra Hilts, Hyderabad - 5 no 034 
For Andhra Pradesh , Contact : Rajkumiir, Ph JO 4017 0401 MQfac +91 9fl9S9 739AS 
Email iastwmai'C^sriisritidiEjiiif+.cb.ln 

Kolkata and Easlcro Indio : Mo.331 , Kardani Mansibri, 25 A. Par* SinSEt. 2nd F*»r. -Knlkiit:! 700 01 G 
For East Contact SapMii Gurw. Mob *Si 94??3&6533 . Ema.i fish^iah.lKl^iiire.co.iin 
Chennai . Nu 47-49 Abdul Azttez $tWL. T.Hagar. Chtfiina. 600 017 

For TamUnado * Rest or Jodie ; Gonincl ■ Sfui^hannUnshnan. Tfllda*: «91 44 2436 477G Mtf?. + 31 39399 9575* 
Email. Ehtffcngh iflfagililB.cu. 

For Service Enquiries, COfltapt Motu ^91 63333 14414- Email: MfinCtt&srishtifligihfe.eQ.in 



L3LACK 'ARID ■ ' <-■ 



KaTa PTolwfcwi 



NATIONAL 

giogwhn: 



NlSSin SONY TAH 1 ROI 1 










NANUAJL -CONTROLLER 



INSPIRE 1 



Sl.ru DIGITS 
CONTROLLER 



^£F,$BIW.bduEk%^l^ * 
^ Agfful frotn Hfpjmif 

CttxbDflHMIBM foto . OTUJWH CmrVii 



frame 



in every 



,P«ds «*» 

Body MRP:' ? 1,34,450/* 

VR Kil (24-1 20mm) MRP: ?1 



MRP ? 1 1,950/ 

HDMK 



,79,450/- 



D-SLR 

TU g?g ,aL 

INCLUDED 



8GB+ ( pSuch v 

CLASS TO CARD INLLUM& 



ie. 2 Mj iso 39 ] f 6 ‘mu* 

fmHJ IjJtebJ . mod) :J&*; [fhJ .»■“«: 

gg^n Body MRP: ? 49,450/- 
SHflfe VR Kit (IB-1 05mm) MRP: ? 04,950/- 

'D-5LR HJtof H\ DVD With i\i D-5LH cameras.. "Available Only DK fafflfrt UfflHfl. # Awilbbte arely 



CLASS TO CARD 



vw^th CO0LRX earner#!. 



PHOTO PRODUCTS AND ACCESSORIES 



16.0 

*w***i4 




7.5 of 

[Sts, 


FULL m 
Hire 


; ftwc , 



PHOTOGRAPHY EQUIPMENTS 



OMAX CAMERA CARE 

G.F. 53, Ansal Classic Tower, Rajouri Garden, Ph.: 45684118, 9899965587 








© Photograph by Jayanth Sharma, Toehold 



<kf 

zdehold 

TRAVEL & PHOTOGRAPHY 




The Globe is your Territory. 

Claim it! 

Toehold's professional photographers have spent thousands of hours in the field, so when you go on a 
Toehold Photo Tour, you're riding on knowledge and expertise that are next only to the locals. 
Sign up for a Toehold Photo Tour today to explore the globe as though it's your own territory. 




Nov 201 5 -Rajasthan 

Travel Photography Tour 

Nov20i5-Bandipur 

Wildlife Photography Tour 

Dec 2015- Kabini 

Wildlife Photography Tour 



Dec 2015 - Masai Mara, Kenya 

Big Cat and Wildlife Photography Tour 



Dec 201 5 - Bera 

Leopard Photography Tour 

* 

Jan 2016- Kaziranga 

Wildlife Photography in the flood plains 

Feb 2016-Bharatpur 

Bird Photography Camp 

Mar 201 6 - Bandhavgarh 

Wildlife Photography Tour 




Apr2oi6-Kanha 

Wildlife Photography Tour 



www.toehold.in | 080-22442211 | phototours@toehold.in 



INDIA'S NO.1 “TRAVEL AND PHOTOGRAPHY” COMPANY 











PHOTO PRODUCTS AND ACCESSORIES 




every frame. 



■20« ISOlfSl G.5 Gem 

pixels. 1 i ■ w [t PS ,moviiJL lcd 

Body MRP: jf 1 , 34 , 450 /* 

VR Kit (24-120min) MRP: ? 1,79,450/- 



12 & 00 . iSWwis FPS 



(rpawn,, 



Body MRP:? 1 f U,950/. 
Kit (2445mm Lens) MRF: ? 1,- 

a^i-HaWe with aU D-SUfl motfEfcantw 



itm 

EFinfli 



Nfk&ii 






GOLU Photos 



Shop No-48, 2nd Floor, Chandni Chowk, Delhi - 1 10006, Kucha Chaudhary, 
Opposite State Bank Of India, Ph.: +(91)-981 1062088,+(91)-1 1-2327S4S3, 



41391074, 23251789 






PHOTO PRODUCTS AND ACCESSORIES 



POU 1 ER 



,11 



PPK 



MQK 0 -X 7 



V!BE0PftO-25 



M 0 M 0 -X 9 



VIDEO -X7 



JW;. IM Hht Men; Iter. FVgluni Xa Owt - : te. Bardic ter XT? ( 83 . 

Id: *91 sttfflJIHO to- *9. *1 4ICS8I6 

Contact tawn Wait Fiwfl : Ktorj»!L * &&y>n gjj 



Also find Us On: 
amazon sjfhpksrt .. 



. deal 



LIGHT WEIGHT TRIPODS 












ACCESSORIES 




Smartphone 
Cables 



4D> Cab 



Comfortable & stable wearing 
Wirelessly connect with Bluetooth enabled 
Cell phone. With Ear Hook. Auto connect 
& Built-in rechargeable battery, charge 
directly from USB port. 



bledA 

lect 

ge 



Bluetooth 

Headphones 



Bluetooth 
Remote 
Rangel 0 mtr. 







IMS Mercantiles Pvt. Ltd. 



Corporate Office : 704, Ring Road Mall, Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi. Tel. : 011-47074444, Fax : +91-11-47074499 Email : info@imsmercantiles.in 
Branch Offices : Mumbai : 09892088651 Kolkatta : 0983051 7744 Jaipur : 098751 1 7744 Ahmedabad : 09374232944 Hyderabad : 09390377744 



www.imsmercantiles.in 



jC Follow us on 
Facebook 



www.facebook.com/imsmercantiles 





PHOTO PRODUCTS AND ACCESSORIES 





















PINBALL 



VISIT US @ 



LIFE PARTNE 

For Your 

Came 



oa 1l( , 09 '* & io tH & it w 

OCTOBER 2015 
JALAVIHAR 
HYDERABAD. INDIA 



INDIA 

INTERNATIONAL 

PH©T© 2 
VIDE©? 

TRRD€ FAIR S 



F, F& 4 1H OCTOBER 2015 
GUJARAT UNIVERSITY EXHIBITION CENTER 
132 FT RINGROAD, 
NEAR HELMET CROSS ROAD, 
AHMEDABAD, GUJARAT (INDIA) 



FOR ENQUIRIES 



HALL A STALL HO 1 B 



KERALA 



Mare Frames 

08589039001 



GUJARAT Alpha Marketing 

09825503937 



ANDHRA PRADESH 



Sri Sai Krishna Agency EASTERN INDIA 

09948014949 



S Cuhe Technoprises 

08100001382 



REST OF MAHARASTHRA 



Kiritc Photo 

08087685686 



TAMIL NADU 



GreenWheel Distribution 

09940071583 



"Wanted Distributors For Unrepresented Areas 



fl 



Pinball Avenue. # 3908. 9' Main, BSK 2 Stage. Bangalore - 560 070. p : 080-2671 6494 / +91 94483 68302 / +91 98450 11522 

e : pinballinCia@gmail.com w : wmv.pinbaliindia.co.in 





Smart Photography 

October 2015 



Pvnln 



Exploring new angles! 










Game 

changers 



tREDINGTON 

Redington (India) limited 




Say yes to superior photo quality, brought to 
you by HP’s ground-breaking Indigo technology. 
This is innovation like never before. 



Faster, smarter and more profitable, this new line-up is changing the 
rules of the game. It includes the HP Indigo 5600 and 7800 digital 
presses, as well as the B2/29 inch HP Indigo 10000-all you would 
expect from an Indigo press, but in a wider format. It’s a game- 
changing portfolio that’s redefining what’s possible with print. 



With thousands of digital sheetfed presses in operation, as well as 
partnerships with leading vendors for end-to-end solutions, HP 
Indigo is the proven choice for profitable growth. 

For more information, please contact 




© 2015 Hewlett-Packard Development Company, L.P. 




RNI No. MAHENG/2005/14978 
post at Mumbai Patrika Chanm 
on 26th of every previous moil 




©750 

Body MRP: ^ 1,34,450/- 
VR Kit (24-1 20mm) 
MRP: ? 1,79,450/- 




©7100 

Body MRP: ^ 66,450/- 
VR Kit (18-140mm) 
MRP: ^ 84,950/- 




©5200 

Body MRP: ^ 28,450/- 
VR Kit (18-55mm) 
MRP: ^ 33,950/- 




©3200 

Body MRP: ^ 23,250/- 
VR Kit (18-55mm) 
MRP: ? 28,950/- 



DX LENS COMBO OFFER 



JUST PAY ? 8.990 & GET ONE MORE LENS OF YOUR CHOICE'!! 




AF-S DX NIKKOR 
55-200mm f/4-5.6G ED VR II 



SAVE ^ 6,660/- 



OR 



AF-S NIKKOR 
50mm f/1.8G 



SAVE ? 6,210/- 




AF-S DX NIKKOR 
35mm f/1.8G 



SAVE ^7,010/- 



# 0FFER VALID WITH ©3200 Kit, ©3300 Kit, ©5200 Kit, ©5300 Kit, ©5500 Kit, ©90 Kit, ©7000 Kit, ©7100 Kit, ©7200 Kit 




Nikon on 
YouTube 



IQI 



/Nikonlndia 



To join photography workshop, 
please visit www.nikonschool.in 



r* 



.## 



Easy 

EMI 





Available in English & Hindi 




COOLPIX P610 

MRP t 21,950/- 





COOLPIX L840 

MRP Vl4,450/- 




COOLPIX S7000 

f 16.0 If 20x) [7.5 cm) [full hd| 

[megapixels) [ S L J [ ^tlcd J [ MWIF J 

MRP ? 9,950/- 




ip 

PROVOGUE 
Watch 




DSIGNEIZ 
Watch 
FREE with 
COOLPIX 
P610, S7000, 
S3700, S2900 



worth 



8GB + “meRa 

CLASS 10 CARD r ^ uon 



Corporate / Registered Office & Service Centre: Nikon India Pvt. Ltd., Plot No. 71, Sector 32, Institutional area, Gurgaon-122001, Haryana, (CIN-U74999HR2007FTC036820). Ph.: 
0124 4688500, Fax: 0124 4688527, Service Ph.: 0124 4688514, Service ID: nindsupport@nikon.com. Sales and Support ID: nindsales@nikon.com. Website: www.nikon.co.in 

TO LOCATE D-SLR DEALERS IN YOUR AREA ► SMS NIKON <PINCODE> to 58888 I ► call toll free no.: 1800-102-7346 

TO LOCATE COOLPIX DEALERS IN YOUR AREA ► SMS COOLPIX <PINCODE> to 58888 I ► VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.nikon.co.in 

CAUTION: Please note that E-commerce websites/portals are not our authorized partners/ dealers in India for sale of Nikon products or accessories. We advise you to check the warranty 
entitlements of the products sold through e-commerce websites/ portals under the brand name 'Nikon'. 

MRP inclusive of all taxes, price quoted is for one unit of product I A Conditions Apply. Limited period offer I ##Available at select stores. Finance at the sole discretion of the financer I * Available with 
DX models I **Available with COOLPIX models. I Premium SMS charges applicable I Accessories shown above are only for reference and not provided with the product. 
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